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INTRODUCTION. 



Benjamin Fbanklih's Autobiography ends with the 
year 1757, when he was sent to England as repre- 
sentatiye of the Assembly of Philadelphia. His ser- 
vices were fonnd to be so yalnable that he was 
appointed agent also for the States of Massachnsetts, 
Maryland, and Georgia. The Koyal Society of 
England not only made him one of its Fellows, in the 
manner described on page 180 of this yolnme, bnt also 
awarded to him a gold medal. He receiyed honorary 
Doctorates from the TJniyersities of Oxford, Edin- 
burgh, and St. Andrews; and he was made an 
Associate of the Academy of Paris. Haying retnmed 
to America in 1762, he was again sent to England to 
assist in labouring to ayert war between the mothi 
country and the transatlantic colonies. After strenr - 
OTIS efEorts, that were made in yain, Franklin retnmed 
to Philadelphia in 1775, and was thenceforth active 
among those leaders of opinion who secnred the 
Doclaration of Independence of the thirteen United 
States on tbe 4th of Jnly, 1776. Franklin then went 
to Paris as minister for the United States of America. 
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4 INTEODUCTIOH. 

In Paris he secnred the aid of France in the ooming 
straggle. When the struggle ended with the signing 
of a treaty of peace that conceded independence, 
Franklin, then seyenty-six years old, signed for the 
United States the treaty which he had assisted in 
negotiating. Three years later he went back to 
America, where he took part in the reyision of the 
Articles of Union. He died full of years and honours 
on the 17th of April, 1790, at the age of eighty-fonr. 

After his death a general monming for two months 
was ordered by Congress, as a tribute to the memory of 
one of the best and wisest of those who had assisted in 
the forming of the thirteen States into a nation. 

Franklin began to write this Autobiography in the 
form of a letter to his son, the Governor of New 
Jersey, in 1771, when he was sixty-five years old, and 
a holiday-guest in Hampshire, at the house of his 
friend, Dr. Jonathan Shipley, Bishop of St. Asaph's. 
He had brought the account down to the time of his 
marriage when the holiday was over. After thirteen 
years another chapter was written, at Passy, in 1784. 
The rest was added in 1788, when Franklin was 
eighty-two years old. 

H.M. 
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BElfJAMIN FRAJVTKLIK 

CHAPTER L 

I HATB ever had a pleasure in obtaining any little aneo- 
dotes of my ancestors. You may remember the inquiries I 
made among the remains of my relations when you were 
with me in England, and the journey I undertook for that 
purpose. Imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to 
learn the circumstances of my life, many of which you are 
unacquainted with ; and expecting the enjoyment of a few 
weeks' uninterrupted leisure, I sit down t6 write them. 
Besides, there are some other inducements that excite me 
to this undertaking. From the poverty and obscurity in 
which I was bom, and in which I passed my earliest yean, 
I have raised myself to a state of affluence and some degree 
of celebrity in the world. As constant good fortune has 
accompanied me even to an advanced period of life, my pos- 
terity will perhaps be desirous of learning the means which 
I employed, and which, thanks to Providence, so well 
micceeded with me. They may also deem them fit to be 
imitated, should any of them find themselves in similar 
curcumstances. 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

This good fortune, when I reflect on it (which is fre- 
quently the ca43e), has induced me sometimes to say, that if 

were left to my choice, I should have no objection to go 
over the same life from its beginning to the end ; requesting 
only the advantage authors have of correcting in a second 
edition the faults of the first. So would I also wish to 
change some incidents of it, for others more favourable. 
Notwithstanding, if this condition was denied, I should still 
accept the offer of recommencing the same life. But as 
this repetition is not to be expected, that which resembles 
most living one's life over again, seems to be to recall all 
the circumstances of it, and, to render this remembrance 
more durable, to record them in writing. 

In thus employing myself, I shall yield to the inclination 
so natural to old men, of talking of themselves and their 
own actions ; and I shall indulge it without being tiresome 
to those who, from respect to my age, might conceive them- 
selves obliged to listen to me, since they wiQ be always free 
to read me or not. And, lastly (I may as well confess it, as 
the denial of it would be believed by nobody), I shall, per- 
haps, not a little gratify my own vanity. Indeed, I never 
heard or saw the introductory words, " Without vanity I 
may say,'' &c., but some vain thing inmiediately followed. 
Most people dislike vanity in others, whatever share they 
have of it themselves ; but I give it fair quarter wherever I 
meet with it, being persuaded that it is often productive of 
good to the possessor, and to others who are within his 
sphere of action ; and therefore, in many cases, it would not 
be altogether absurd, if a man were ^to thank Qod for his 
vanity among the otlier comforts of life. 

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire, with all 
humility, to acknowledge that I attribute the mentioned 
happiness of my past life to His divine providence, which 
led me to the means I used, and gave the success. My 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 7 

belief of this induces me to hope, though I must not presitme 
that the same goodness will still be exercised towards me in 
continuing that happiness, or enabling me to bear a fatal 
reverse, which I may experience as others have done ; the 
complexion of my future fortune being known to Hirn only 
in whose power it is to bless us, even in our afilictions. 

Some notes, which one of my uncles, who had the samo 
curiosity in collecting family anecdotes, once put into my 
hands, furnished me with several particulars relative to our 
ancestors. From these notes I learned that they lived in 
the same, village, Ecton, in Northamptonshire, on a freehold 
of about thirty acres, for at least three hundred years, and 
how much longer could not be ascertained. 

This small estate would not have sufficed for their main- 
tenance without the business of a smith, whicb had continued 
in the family down to my imcle's time, the eldest son being 
always brought up to that employment ; a custom which lie 
and my father followed with regard to their eldest sqdb. 
"Wben I searched the registers at Ecton, I found an account 
of their marriages and burials from the year 1555 only, as 
the registers kept did not commence previous thereto. I, 
however, learned from it that I was the youngest son of 
the youngest son for five generations back. My grand- 
father, Thomas, who was bom in 1598, lived at Ecton till 
he was too old to continue his business, when he retired to 
Banbury, in Oxfordshire, to the house of his son John, 
with whom my father served an apprenticeship. There my 
uncle died, and Hes buried. We saw his gravestone in 
1758. His eldest son Thomas lived in the house at Ecton, 
and left it, with the land, to his only daughter, who, with 
her husband, one Fisher, of "Wellingborough, sold it to Mr. 
Isted, now lord of the manor there. My grandfather had 
four sons, who grew up : viz., Thomas, John, Benjamin, 
vid Josiah. Being at a distance from my [papers, I will 
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8 BENJAMIN FBAKKLIN. 

giye yon what aooomit I can. of them from memory ; and if 
my papers are not lost in my absence, you will find among 
Chem many more particulars. 

Thomas, my eldest uncle, was bred a smith under his 
father, but being ingenious, and encouraged in learning, as 
all his brothers were, by an Esquire Palmer, then the prin- 
cipal inhabitant of that parish, he qualified himself for the 
bar, and became a considerable man in the county ; was 
chief mover of all public-spirited enterprises for the county 
or town of Northampton, as well as of his own village, <^ 
which many instances were related of him ; an^l^ he was 
much taken notice of and patronised by Lord Halifax. He 
died in 1702, the 6th of January, four years, to a day, before 
I was bom. The ^recital which some elderly persons 
made to us of his character, I remember struck you as 
something extraordinary, from its similarity with what 
you knew of me. ** "HsA he died, *' said you, " four years 
later, on the same day, one might have supposed a trans^ 
migration." 

John, my next uncle, was bred a dyer, I believe of wool. 
Benjamin was bred a silk dyer, serving an apprenticeship 
in London. He was an ingenious man. I remember, when 
I was a boy, he came to my father's in Boston, and resided 
in the house with us for several years. There was always 
a particular affection between my father and him, and I 
was his godson. He lived to a great age. He left behind 
him two quarto volumes of manuscript, of his own poetry, 
consisting of fugitive pieces, addressed to his friends. He 
had invented a short-hand of his own, which he taught 
me ; but, not having practised it, I have now forgotten it. 
He was very pious, and an assiduous attendant at the ser- 
mons of the best preachers, which he reduced to writing 
according to his method, and had thus oOlleqted several 
volumes of than. 
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BENJAMIN F&ANKLIN. 9 

He was also a good deal of a politiciaii ; too much so, 
perhaps, for his station. There fell lately into my hands, 
in London, a collection he had made of all the principal 
political pamphlets relating to public afiairs, from the year 
1641 to 1717. Many of the volumes are wanting, as ap- 
pears by their numbering; but there stUl remain eight 
Tolumes in folio, and twenty in quarto and in octavo. A 
dealer in old books had met with them, and, knowing me 
by name, having bought books of him, he brought them to 
me. It would appear that my unde must have left them 
here,]when he went to America, which was about fifty years 
ago. I found several of his notes in the margins. His, 
grandson, Samuel Franklin, is still living in Boston. 

Our humble family early embraced the reformed religion. 
Our forefathers continued Protestants through the reign of 
llary» when they were sometimes in danger of persecution, 
on account of their seal against popery. They had an Eng- 
lish Bible, and to conceal it and place it in safety, it was 
fastened open with tapes, under and within the cover of a 
joint stool. When my great-grandfather wished to read it 
to his family, he placed the joint stool on his knees, and then 
tomed over the leaves under the tapes. One of the children 
stood at the door to give notice if he saw the apparitor 
ooming, who was an officer of the spiritual court. Jn that 
case the stool was turned down again upon its feet, when the 
Bible remained concealed under it as before. This anecdote 
I had from uncle Benjamin. The family continued all of 
the Church of England till about the end of Charles the 
Second's reign, when some of the ministers that had been 
ousted for their non-conformity, holding conventicles in 
Northamptonshire, my uncle Benjamin and my father 
Josiah adhered to them, and so continued all their lives. 
The rest of the family remained with the Episcopal 
Ghnroh. 
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10 BENJAMIN FBANEXIN. 

My lather married young, and carried his wif e^ with three 
children, to New England, about 1685. The conventiclfia 
being at that time forbidden by law, and frequently disturbed 
in the meetings, some considerable men of his acquaint- 
ances determined to go to that country, and he was prevailed 
with to accompany them thither, where they expected to 
enjoy the exercise of their religion with freedom. By the 
same wife my father had four children more bom there, and 
by a second, ten others, — ^in all seventeen ; of whom I re- 
member to have seen thirteen sitting together at his table ; 
who all grew up to years of maturity, and were married. I 
was the youngest son, and the youngest of all the children 
except two daughters. I was bom in Boston, in New Eng- 
land. My mother, the second wife of my Either, was Abiah 
Folger, daughter of Peter Folger, one of the first settlers of 
New England ; of whom honourable mention is made by 
Cotton Mather, in his ecclesiastical history of that coun- 
try, entitled Magnalia Christi Amerieana, as '*& godly and 
lea^med Englishman," if I remember the words rightly. I 
was informed he wrote several small occasional works, but 
only one of them was printed, which I remember to have 
seen several years since. It was written in 1675. It was in 
familiar verse, according to the taste of the times and people; 
and addressed to the government there. It asserts the liberty 
of conscience inbehaU of the Anabaptists, the Quakers, and 
other sectaries, that had been persecuted. He attributes to 
this persecution the Indian Wars, and other calamities that 
had befallen the country; regarding them as so many 
judgments of Gk)d to punish so heinous an offence, and 
exhorting the repeal of those laws, so contrary to charity, 
This piece appeared to me as written with manly freedom^ 
and a pleasing simplicity. The six lines I remember, but 
have forgotten the preceding ones of the stanza; the 
purport of them was, that his censures proceeded from 
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good win, and therefore he would be known to be the 
•nthor: — 

<« Beoaoae to be a UbeUer 
I hate it with mj heart. 
From Sberbon Town* where now I dwell. 

My name I do put here ; 
Without offence yonr real friend. 
It ia Peter Folger/' 

My elder brothers were all put apprentices to different 
trades. I was put to the grammar school at eight years of 
age ; my father intending to devote me, as the tithe of his 
eons, to the service of the Church. My early readiness in 
learning to read, which must have been very early, as I do 
not remember when I could not read, and the opinion of all 
his friends that I should certainly make a good scholar, 
encouraged him in this purpose of his. My uncle Benjamin, 
too, approved of it, and proposed to give me his short-hand 
volumes of sermons, to set up with, if 1 would learn his 
short-hand. I continued, however, at the grammar school 
rather less than a year, though in that time I had risen 
gradually from the middle of the class of that year to be at 
the head of the same class, and was removed into the nexi 
class, whence I was to be placed in the third at the end of 
the year. 

But my father, burdened with a numerous family, was 
unable, without inconvenience, to support the expense of a 
college education* Considering, moreover, as he said to one 
of his friends, in my presence, the little encouragement that 
line of life afforded to those educated for it, he gave up his 
first intentions, took me from the grammar school, and sent 
me to a school for writing and arithmetic, kept by a then 
famous man, Mr. Gleorge Brown welt He was a skilful mas- 
ter, and successful in his profession, employing the mildest 

* In the iflland of Naatnokali. 
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12 BENJAMIN FRANEXIN. 

and most encouiaging methods. Under him I learned 
to write a good hand pretty soon ; but I failed entirely in 
arithmetia At ten years old I was taken to help my father 
in his business, which was that of a tallow-chandler and soap- 
boiler ; a business to which ho was not bred, but had assumed 
on his arriyal in New England, because he found that his 
dyeing trade, being in little request, would not maintain his 
family. Accordingly, I was employed in cutting wioks for 
the candles, filling the moulds for cast candles, attending 
the shop, going of errands, &c. 

I disliked the trade, and had a strong inclination to go to 
sea ; but my father declared against it. But, residing near 
the water, I was much in it and on it. I learned to swim 
well and to manage boats ; and, when embarked with other 
boys, I was commonly allowed to govern, especially in any 
case of difficulty; and upon other occasions I was generally the 
leader among the boys, and sometimes led them into scrapes, 
of which I will mention one instance, as it shows an early 
projecting public spirit, though not then justly conducted. 
There was a salt marsh, which bounded part of the millpond 
on the edge of which, at high water, we used to stand to fish 
for minnows. By much trampling we had made it a mere 
quagmire. My proposal was to build a wharf there for us to 
stand upon, and I showed my comrades a large heap of 
stones which were intended for a new house near the marsh, 
and which would very weU suit our purpose. Accordingly 
in the evening, when the workmen were gone home, I 
assembled a number of my playfellows, and we worked 
diligently like so many emmets,, sometimes two or three to a 
st<me, till we brought them all to make our Uttle wharf. 
The next morning the workmen were surprised at missing 
the stones, which had formed our wharl Inquiry was 
made after the autliors of this transfer ; we were discovered, 
complained of, and oorrected by ma fathers ; and though I 
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BENJAMIir FBANELIN. 13 

demonsiirated the utility of our work, mine convinced 
me, that that which was not honest could not he truly 
usefuL 

I suppose you may like to know what kind of a man my 
father was. He had an excellent constitution, was of a middle 
stature, well set, and very strong. He could draw prettily, 
and was skilled a little in music. His Toice was sonorous 
and agreeahle, so that when he played on his violin and sung 
withal, as he was accustomed to do after the husiness of the 
day was over, it was extremely agreeahle to hear. He had 
some knowledge of mechanics, and on occasion was very 
handy with other tradesmen's tools. But his great excellence 
was his sound understanding, and his solid judgment in 
prudential matteis, hoth in private and puhlic a&drs. It is 
true he was never employed in the latter, the numwous 
family he had to educate, and the straitness of his circum- 
stances, keeping him dose to his trade^ hut I remember well 
his being frequently visited by leading men, who consulted 
him for his opinion in public a£Eairs, and those of the church 
he belonged to ; and who showed a great respect for his 
judgment and advice. 

He was also much consulted by private persons about their 
afiEairs, when any difficulty occurred, and frequently chosen 
an arbitrator between contending parties. At his table he 
liked to have, as often as he could, some sensible friend or 
neighbour to converse with, and always took care to start 
some ingenious or useful topic for discourse, which might 
tend to improve the minds of his children. By this means 
he turned our attention to what was good, just, and prudent, 
in the conduct of life, and little or no notice was ever taken 
of what related to the victuals on the table ; whether it was 
well or ill dressed, in or out of season, of good or bad 
flavour, preferable or inferior to this or that other thing of 
the kind; so that I was brought up in such a perfect in-^ 
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14 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

attention to those matters as to be quite indifierent what 
kind of food was set before me. Indeed, I am bo unobservant 
of it, that to this day I can scarce tell a few hours after 
dinner of what dishes it consisted. This has been a great 
oonyenience to me in trayelUng, where my companions hare 
been sometimes very waha.-ppj for want of a suitable grati- 
fication of their more delicate, because better instructed, 
tastes and appetites. 

My mother had likewise an excellent constitution ; she 
' sackled all her ten children. I never knew either my 
father or mother to have any sickness but that of whic^ 
they died ; he at eighty-nine, and she at eighty-five years 
of age. They lie buried together at Boston, where I some 
years since placed a marble over their grave, with this 
inscription : 

JOSIAH FBANKLIN 

and 

ABIAH his wife, 

lie here interred. 

They lived lovingly together in wedlock, 

Fifty-five years; 

And without an estate or any gahifnl employment. 

By oonstant labour, and honest indostqr* 

(With aod's blessing,) 

Maintained a large family comfortably; 

And brought up thirteen children and seven granddhildrem 

Bepntably. 

From this instance, Beader, 

Be encouraged to diligence in thy calling. 

And distrust not Providence. 

He was a pious and prudent man. 

She a discreet and virtuous woman. 

Their youngest son. 

In filial regard to their mem<»y. 

Places this stone. 

J. F. bom 1655 ; died 1744. Mb. 80. 

A. F. bom 1667.; died 1752. ML 85. 
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By my rambling digressions, I perceive myself to be 
grown old. I used to write more methodically. But one 
does not dress for private company, as for a public ball 
Perhaps it is only negligence. 

To return : I continued thus employed in my father's 
business for two years, that is, till I was twelve years old ; 
and my brother John, who was bred to that business, 
having left my father, married, and set up for himself at 
Khode Island, there was every appearance that I was 
destined to supply his place, and become a tallow-chandler. 
But my dislike to the trade continuing, my father had 
apprehensions that, if he did not put' me to one more 
agreeable, I should break loose and go to sea, as my 
brother Josiah had done, to his great vexation. In conse- 
quence, he took me to walk with him and see joiners, brick- 
layers, turners, braziers, &c., at their work, that he might 
observe my inclination, and endeavour to fix it on some 
trade or profession that would keep me on land. It has 
ever since been a pleasure to me to see good workmen 
handle their tools. And it has been often useful to me, 
to have learned so much by it, as to be able to do some 
trifling jobs in the house, when a workman was not at 
hand, and to construct little machines for my experiments, 
at the moment when the intention of making these was 
warm in my mind. My father determined at last for the 
cutler's trade, and placed me for some days on trial with 
Samuel, son to my uncle Benjamin, who was bred to that 
trade in London, and had just established himself in 
Boston. But the simi he exacted as a fee for my ap- 
prenticeship displeased my father, and I was taken home 
again. 

From my infancy I was passionately fond of reading, 
and all the money that came into my hands was laid out in 
the purchasing of books. I was very fond of voyage 
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16 BENJAMIN FBANSUH. 

My first acquisition was Bimyaii's works m separate little 
volumes; I afterwards sold them to enable me to buy B»! 
Burton's Historical Collections, They were small chapmen's 
books,* and cheap ; forty volumes in all. My father's little 
library consisted chiefly of books in polemic divinity, 
most of which I read. I have often regretted that, at a 
time when I had such a thirst for knowledge, more proper 
books had not fallen in my way, since it was resolved I 
should not be bred to divinity. There was among them 
Plutarch's Livesy which I read abundantly, and I still think 
that time spent to great advantage. There was also a 
book of Defoe's, called An Essay on Frqjeets, and another of 
Dr. Mather's, called An Essay to do Good, which perhaps 
gave me a turn of thinking, that had an influence on some 
of the principal future events of my life. 

This bookish inclination at lengfth determined my father 
to make me a printer, though he had already one son, 
James, of that profession. In I7l7 my brother James 
returned from England with a press and letters, to set up 
his business in Boston. I liked it much better than that 
of my father, but still had a hankering for the sea. To 
prevent the apprehended effect of such an inclination, my 
father was impatient to have me bound to my brother. I 
stood out some time, but at last was persuaded, and signed 
the indenture, when I was yet but twelve years old. I 
was to serve an apprenticeship till I was twenty-one years 
of age, only I was to be allowed journeyman's wages 
during the last year. In a little time I made a great 
progress in the business, and became a useful hand to my 

* Conunouly called " ohap-books," a term applied to popnlajr 
stoxy books, which in former da^ used to be hawked about by 
chapmen, such as Tom Hickathidft, Jack the Giant Killer, Ac. 
Burton's Histories were of rather a better dass, and comprised 
'< The English Hero, or. Sir Frauds Drake Berived ; * *' Admixabkk 
Curioaitles/' &c Ams. 
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brother. I now had access to better books. An ac- 
quaintance with the apprentices of booksellers enabled me 
sometimes to borrow a small one, which I was careful to 
return soon, and dean. Often I sat up in my chamber 
reading the greatest part of the night, when the book was 
borrowed in the eyening, and to be returned in the morning, 
lest it should be found missing. 

After some time a merchant, an ingenious, sensible man, 
Hr. Matthew Adams, who had a pretty collection of books, 
frequented our printing-office, took notice of me, and 
invited me to see his library, and very kindly proposed to 
lend me such books as I chose to read. I now took a 
strong inclination for poetry, and wrote some little pieces^ 
Hy brother, supposing it might turn to account, en- 
couraged me, and induced me to compose two occasional 
ballads. One was called The lAght-Eouse Tragedy , and con- 
tained an account of the shipwreck of Captain Worthilake 
with his two daughters ; the other was a sailor's song, on 
the taking of the famous Teaeh, or Blaekheardy the pirate. 
They were wretched stuff, in street-ballad style ; and when 
they were printed, my brother sent me about the town to sell 
them. The first sold prodigiously, the event being recent, 
and having made a great noise. This success flattered my 
vanity ; but my father discouraged me by criticising my 
performances, and telling me verse-makers were generally 
beggars. Thus I escaped being a poet, and probably a 
very bad one; but, as prose writing has been of great 
nae to me in the course of my life, and was a principal 
means of my advancement, I shall tell you how in such a 
situation I acquired what little abUity I may be supposed 
to have in that way. 

There was another bookish lad in the town, John OoUint 
by name, with whom I was intimately acquainted. We 
lometimef disputed, and very fond we were of argument^ 
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and very desirous of confuting one another; which dis- 
putatious turn, by the way, is apt to become a very bad 
habit, making people often extremely disagreeable in 
company, by the contradiction that is necessary to bring it 
into practice ; and thence, besides souring and spoiling the 
conversation, it is productive of disgusts, and perhaps 
enmities, with those who may have occasion for friendship. 
I had caught this by reading my father's books of dispute 
on religion. Persons of good sense, I have since observed, 
seldom fall into it, except lawyers, university men, and gene- 
rally men of all sorts who have been bred at Edinburgh. 

A question was once, somehow or other, started between 
Collins and nje, on the propriety of educating the female 
sex in learning, and their abilities for study. He was of 
opinion that it was improper, and that they were naturally 
unequal to it. I took the contrary side, perhaps a little for 
dispute's sake. He was naturally more eloquent, having a 
greater plenty of words, and 8ometimes,'a8 I thought, I Was 
vanquished more by his fluency than by the strength of his 
reasons. As we parted- without settling the point, and 
were not to see one another again for some time, I sat down 
to put my arguments in writing, which I copied fair and 
sent to him. He answered and I replied. Three or four 
letters on a side had passed, when my father happened to 
find my papers, and read them. Without entering into the 
subject in dispute, he took occasion to talk to me about 
my manner of writing ; observed that though I had the 
advantage of my antagonist in correct spelling and pointing 
(which he attributed to the printing-house), I feU far short 
in elegance of expression, in method, and in perspicuity, of 
which he convinced me by several instances. I saw the 
justice of his remarks, and thence grew more attentive to 
my manner of writing, and determined to endeavour to im- 
prove my style. 
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About this time I met with an odd volume of the Sp&eta* 
tor, I had never before seen any of them. I bought it, 
read it over and over, and was much delighted with it. I 
thought the writing excellent, and wished if possible to 
imitate it. With that view I took some of the papers, and 
making short hints of the sentiments in each sentence, laid 
them by a few days, and then, without looking at the book, 
tried to complete the papers again, by expressing each hinted 
sentiment at length, and as fully as it had been expressed 
before, in any suitable words that should occur to me. 
Then I compared my Spectator with the original, discovered 
some of my faults, and corrected them. But I found I 
wanted a stock of words, or a readiness in recollecting and 
using them, which I thought I should have acquired before 
that time, if I had gone on making verses; since the 
continual search for words of the same import, but of 
different length to suit the measure, or of different sound 
for the rhyme, would have laid me under a constant neces- 
sity of seaxching for variety, and also have tended to fix 
that variety in my mind, and moke me master of it. 
Therefore I took some of the tales in the Speetator, and 
turned them into verse ; and, after a time, when I had 
pretty well forgotten the prose, turned them back again. 

I also sometimes jiunbled my collection of hints into 
confusion, and after some weeks endeavoured to reduce 
them into the best order before I began to form the f uU 
sentences and complete the subject. This was to teach me 
method in the arrangement of the thoughts. By comparing 
my work with the original, I discovered many faults, and 
corrected them ; but I sometimes had the pleasure to fancy 
that, in certain particulars of small consequence, I had been 
fortunate enough to improve the method or the lang^ge^ 
and this encouraged me to think that I might in time come 
to be a tolerable English writer, of which I was extremely 
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ambitions. The time I allotted for writing exercises, aad 
for reading, was at night, or before work began in the 
morning, or on Sundays, when I contrived to be in tbs 
printing-house, avoiding as much as I could the constant 
attendance at public worship which my father used to 
exact of me when I was under his care, and which I still 
continued to consider a duty, though I could not afford time 
to practise it. 

When about sixteen years of age, I happened to meet 
with a book, written by one Tryon, recommending a vege- 
table diet. I determined to go into it. My brother, being 
yet unmarried, did not keep house, but boarded himself and 
his apprentices in another family. My refusing to eat flesh 
occasioned an inconvenience, and I was frequently chid for 
my singularity. I made myself acquainted with Tryon's 
manner of preparing some of his dishes, such as boiling 
potatoes or rice, making hasty pudding and a few others, 
and then proposed to my brother that if he would give me 
weekly half the money he paid for my board, I would board 
myseli He instantly agreed to it, and I presently found 
that I could save half what he paid me. This was an 
additional fund for buying of books; but I had another 
advantage in it. My brother and the rest going from the 
printing-house to their meals, I remained there alone, and 
despatching presently my light repast (which was often no 
more than a biscuit, or a slice of bread, a handful of raisins, 
or a tart from the pastry-cook's, and a glass of water), had 
the rest of the time, till their return, for study : in which I 
made the greater progress from that greats deamess of 
head and quicker apprehension which generally attend tem- 
perance in eating and drinking. Now it was that (being 
on some occasion made ashamed of my ignorance in figures, 
which I had twice failed learning when at school) I took 
Cocker's book on Arithmetie, and went through the whole 
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by myself with the greatest ease. I also read Seller's and 
Stumy^s book on Navi^ationf which made me acquainted 
with the little geometry it contains ; but I never proceeded 
far in that science. I read about this time Locke On Suman 
Vftderatandinffy and The Art of Thinking^ by Messrs. de Port- 
RoyaL 

While I was intent on improving my language, I met 
with an English grammar (I think it was Greenwood's), 
having at the end of it two little sketches on the Arts of 
Ehetorio and Logic, the latter finishing with a dispute in 
the Socratic method ; and soon after I procured Xenophon's 
Memorable Things of Soeratetf wherein there are many 
examples of the same method. I was charmed with it; 
adopted it, dropped my abrupt contradictions and positive 
argumentation, and put on the humble inquirer. • And 
being then, from reading Shaftesbury and Collins, made a 
doubter, as I already was in many points of our religious 
doctrines, I found this method the safest for myself and 
very embanassing to those against whom I used it ; tiiere- 
f ore I took delight in it, practised it continually, and grew 
very artful and expert in drawing people even of superior 
knowledge into concessions, the consequences of which they 
did not foresee, entangling them in difficulties out of which 
they could not extricate themselves, and so obtaining vic- 
tories that neither myself nor my cause always deserved. 

I continued this method some few years, but gradually 
left it, retaimng only the habit of expressing myself in 
terms of modest diffidence, never using, when I advance any- 
thing that may possibly be disputed, the words certainly, 
undoubtedly i or any others that give the air of positiveness 
to an opinion ; but rather say I eoneeivey or apprehend, a 
thing to be so-and-so ; It appears to me, or I should not think 
it, so-or'do, for sueh-and-sueh reeuons ; or, I imagine it to be 
90 ; ot, li it so, if 1 0m not mistaken. This habit, I believe. 
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has been of great advantage to me when I have had occasioDi 
to inculcate my opinions, and persuade men into measures 
that I have been from time to time engaged in promoting. 
And as the chief ends of conversation are to inform or to ^ 
mformed, to please or to persuade^ I wish well-meaning and 
sensible men would not lessen their power of doing good by 
a positive assuming manner, that seldom fa ij lfl to disg^t, 
tends to create opposition, and to defeat most of tiioee 
purposes for which speech was given to us. In fact, if yon 
wish to instruct others, a positive dogmatical manner in 
advancing your sentiments may occasion opposition, and 
prevent a candid attention. If you desire instruction and 
improvement from others, you should not at the same time 
express yourself fixed in your present opinions. Modest 
and sensible men, who do not love disputation, will leave 
you undisturbed in the possession of your errors. In adopt- 
ing such a manner, you can seldom expect to please your 
hearers, or obtain the concurrence you desire. Pope 
judiciously observes, 

" Men must be taught as if you taught them not, 
And things unknown proposed as things forgot.*' 

He also recommends it to us, 

*' To speak, though sore, with seeming diffidence." 

And he might have joined with this line that which he has 
eoupled with another, I think, less properly, 

** For want of modesty is want of 'seusa." 

If you ask, Why less properly ? I must repeat the linea, 

'■ Immodest words admit of no defence. 
For want of modesty is want of e 



Now, is not the want of eenae^ where a man is so unfortunate 
as to want it, some apology for his want of modesty f And 
would not the lines Htand more justly thus ? — 
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** Immodest words admit hut this defence, 
That want of modesty is want of sense." 

This, however, I should submit to better judgments. 

My brother had, in 1720 or 1721, beg^m to print a news- 
paper. It was the second that appeared in America, and 
was called the New EngUnd Courant. The only one before 
it was the Boston Newt-Letter, I remember his being dis- 
suaded by some of his friends from the undertaking, as not 
likely to succeed, one newspaper being in their judgment 
enough for America. At this time, 1771, there are not less 
than five-and-twenty. He went on, however, with the 
undertaking. I was employed to carry the papers to the 
customers, after having worked in composing the types and 
printing o£E the sheets. 

He had some ingenious men among his friends, who 
amused themselves by writing little pieces for this paper, 
which gained it credit and made it more in demand, and 
these gentlemen often visited us. Hearing their conversa- 
tions, and their accounts of the approbation their papers were 
received with, I was excited to try my hand among them. 
But, being • still a boy, and suspecting that my brother 
would object to printing anything of mine in his paper, if 
he knew it to be mine, I contrived to disguise my hand, 
a^d, writing an anonymous paper, I put it at night under 
the door of the printing-house. It was found in the 
morning, and communicated to his writing friends when 
they called in as usual. They read it, commented on it in 
my hearing, and I had the exquisite pleasure of finding it 
met with their approbation, and ' that, in their different 
guesses at the author, none were named but men of some 
character among us for learning and ingenuity. I suppose 
that I was rather lucky in my judges, and that they were 
not really so very good as I then believed them to be. 
Encouraged) however, by this attempt, I wrote and sent in 
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the same way to the press sereral other pieces, that were 
equally approved ; and I kept my secret .till all my fund 
of sense for such performances was exhausted, and then 
discovered it, when I began to be considered a little more 
by my brother's acquaintance. 

However, that did not quite please him, as he thought it 
tended to make me too vain. This might be one occasion 
of the differences we began to have about this time. Though 
a brother, he considered himself as my master, and me as 
his apprentice, and accordingly expected the same services 
from me as he would from another, while I thought he 
degraded me too much in some he required of me, who 
from a brother expected more indulgence. Our disputes 
were often brought before our father, and I fancy 1 was 
either generally in the right, or else a better pleader, 
because the judgment was generally in my favour. But 
my brother was passionate, and had often beaten me, which 
I took extremely amiss ; and, thinking my apprenticeship 
very tedious, I was continually wishing for some oppor- 
tunity of shortening it, which at length offered in a manner 
imexpected. Perhaps this harsh and tyrannical treatment 
of me might be a means of impressing me with the aversion 
to arbitrary power, that has stuck to me through my whole , 
life. 

One of the pieces in our newspaper on some political 
point, which I have now forgotten, gave offence to the 
Assembly. He was taken up, censured, and imprisoned for 
a month by the Speaker's warrant, I suppose because he 
would not discover the. author. I, too, was taken up and 
examined before the Council ; but, though I did not give 
them any satisfaction, they contented themselves with ad- 
monishing me, and dismissed me, considering me perhaps 
as an apprentice, who was bound to keep his master's secrets. 
During my brother's confinement, which I resented a good 
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deal, notwithstanding our private differences, I had the man- 
agement of the paper ; and I made hold to give onr rulers 
some rubs in it, which my brother took very kindly, while 
others began to consider me in an unfavourable light, as a 
youth that had a turn for libelling and satire. 

My brother's discharge was accompanied with an order, 
and a very odd one, that ^* James Franklin should no longer 
print the newspaper called The New England CouranV* 
On a consultation held in our printing-office amongst his 
friends, what he should do in this conjuncture, it was pro- 
posed to elude the order by changing the name of the 
pai>6r. But my brother, seeing inconveniences in this, 
came to a conclusion, as a better way, to let the paper in 
fature be printed in the name of Ber^amin Franklin ; and 
in order to avoid the censure of the Assembly, that might 
fall on him, as still printing it by his apprentice, he con- 
trived and consented that my old indenture should be 
returned to me with a discharge on the back of it, to show 
in case of necessity ; and, in order to secure to him the 
benefit of my service, I should sign new indentures for the 
remainder of my time, which were to be kept private. 
▲ very flimsy scheme it was ; however, it was immediately 
executed, and the paper was printed accordingly, under my 
name, for several months. 

At length, a fresh difference arising between my brother 
and me, I took upon me to assert my freedom ; presuming 
that he would not venture to produce the new indentureb. 
It was not fair in me to take this advantage, and this I 
therefore reckon one of the first errata of my life ; but the 
nn&imess of it weighed UttLe ^rith me when under the 
impressions of resentment for the blows his passion too 
often urged him to bestow upon me. Though he was 
otherwise not fm ill-natured man ; perhaps I was too sancy 
and provoking. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



26 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Wlien he found I would leave him, he took care to 
prevent my getting employment in any other printing- 
house of the town, hy going round and speaking to every 
master, who accordingly refused to give me work. I then 
thought of going to Now York, as the nearest place where 
there was a printer. And I was rather inclined to leave 
Boston when I reflected that I had already made myself a 
little ohnoxious to the governing party, and, from the 
arbitrary proceedings of the Assembly in my brother's 
case, it was likely I might, if I stayed, soon bring myself 
into scrapes; and further, that my indiscreet disputations 
about religion began to make me pointed at with horror by 
good people, as an infldel and atheist. I concluded, there- 
fore, to remove to New York ; but my father now siding 
with my brother, I was sensible that, if I attempted to go 
openly, means would be used to prevent me. My friend 
Collins, therefore, undertook to manage my flight. He 
agreed with the captain of a New York sloop to take me, 
under pretence of my being a young man of his acquaintance 
that had an intrigue with a girl of bad character, whose 
parents would compel me to marry her, and that I could 
neither appear nor come away publicly. I sold my books to 
raise a little money, was taken on board the sloop privately, 
had a fair wind, and in three days found myself at New 
York, near three hundred miles from my home, at the age 
of seventeen (October, 1723), without the least recom- 
mendation, or knowledge of any person in the place, and 
very little money in my pocket. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Tm inclination I had had for the sea was by this time done 
away, or I might now have gratified it. But having another 
profession, and conceiving myself a pretty good workman, I 
offesed my services to a printer of tha place, old Mr. Williaan 
Bradford, who had been the first printer in Pennsylvania, 
bat had removed thence, in consequence of a quarrel with 
the governor, Qeorge Keith. He could give me no employ- 
ment, having little to do, and hands enough already ; but he 
said, ** My son at Philadelphia has lately lost his principal 
hand, Aquila Bose, by death ; if you g^ thither I believe he 
may employ you.'* Philadelphia was one hundred miles 
farther ; I set out, however, in a boat for Amboy, leaving 
my chest and things to follow me round by sea. 

In crossing the bay, we met with a squall that tore our 
rotten sails to pieces, preventing our getting into the Kill, 
and drove us upon Long Island. In our way, a drunken 
Dutchman, who was a passenger too, fell overboard ; when 
he was sinking, I reached through the water to his shock 
pate, and drew him up, so that we got him in again. Hit 
docking sobered him a little, and he went to sleep, taking 
first out of his pocket a book, which he desired I would dry 
for him. It proved to be my old favourite author, Bunyan'i 
IHi0rim*9 J^offresa, in Dutch, finely printed on good paper, 
copper cots, a dress better than I had ever seen it wear in 
its own language. I have since found that it has been trans- 
lated into most of the languages of Europe, and suppose it 
has been more generally read than any other book, except 
perhaps the Bible. Honest John was the first that I know 
ol who mixed narration and dialogue : a method of writing 
very engaging to the reader, who in the most interesting 
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parts finds himself, as it were, admitted into the company 
and present at the conversation. Defoe has imitated him 
successfully in his Robinson Crusoe, in his Moll Flanders, 
and other pieces ; and Bichardson has done the same in his 
Famela^ &c. 

On approaching the island, we found it was in a place 
where there could be no landing, there bemg a great surge 
on the stony beach. So we dropped anchor, and swung out 
our cable towards the shore. Some people came down to 
the shore, and hallooed to us, as we did to them ; but the 
wind was so high and the surge so loud that we could not 
understand each other. There were some small boats 
near the shore, and we made signs, and called to them to 
ietch us ; but they either did not comprehend us or it was 
impracticable, so they went ofE. Night approaching, we had 
no remedy but to have patience till the wind abated ; and in 
the meantime the boatmen and myself concluded to sleep, 
if we could ; and so we crowded into the hatches, where we 
joined fhe Dutchman, who was still wet, and the spray, 
breaking over the head of our boat, leaked through to us, 
to that we were soon almost as wet as he. In this man- 
ner we lay aU night, with yery little rest ; but the wind 
abating the next day, we made a shift to reach Amboy before 
night, having been thirty hours on the water, without 
victuals, or any drink but a bottle of filthy rum ; the water 
we sailed on being salt. 

In the evening I found myself very feverish, and went to 
bed; but having read somewhere that cold water drunk 
plentifully was gpood for a fever, I followed the prescription, 
and sweat plentifully most of the night. My fever left me, 
and in the morning, crossing the ferry, I proceeded <m my 
journey on foot, having fifty miles to go to Burlington, 
where I was told I should find boats that would carry nue 
the rest of the way to Philadelphia. 
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It rained yery hard all the day ; I was thoroughly soaked, 
and by noon a good deal tired ; so I stopped at a poor ion, 
where I stayed aU night, beginning now to wish I had never 
left home. I made so miserable a figure, too, that I found, 
by the questions asked me, I was suspected to be some run- 
away indentured servant, and in danger of being taken up on 
that suspicion. However, I proceeded next day, and got in 
the evening to an inn, within eight or ten miles of Burling- 
ton, kept by one Dr. Brown. He entered into conversation 
with me while I took some refreshment, and, finding I had 
read a Httle, became very obliging and friendly. Our ac- 
quaintance continued all the rest of his life. He had been, 
Umagine, an ambulatory quack doctor, for there was no town 
in England, nor any country in Europe, of which he could 
not give a very particular account. He had some letters, 
and was ingenious, but he was an infidel, and wickedly un- 
dertook, some years after, to turn the Bible into doggrel 
verse, as Cotton had formerly done with Virgil. By this 
means he set many facts in a ridiculous light, and might 
have done mischief with weak minds, if his work had been 
published; but it never was. 

At his house I lay that night, and arrived the next morn- 
ing at Burlington ; but had the mortification to find that 
the regular boats were gone a little before, and no othei 
etxpected to go before Tuesday, this being Saturday. 
Wherefore I returned to an old woman in the town, of 
whom I had bought some gingerbread to eat on the water, 
and asked her advice. 8he proposed to lodge me till a 
passage by some other boat occurred. I accepted her offer, 
being much fatigued by travelling on foot. Understanding 
I was a printer, she would have had me remain in that town 
and follow my business, being ignorant what stock was 
necessary to begin with. She was very hospitable, gave 
mo a dinner of ox-cheek with great good-wiU, accepting 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



80 BENJAMIN FBAKKLIK. 

only of & pot of ale in return ; and I thought myself fixed 
till Tuesday should come. However, walking in the evening 
by the side of the river, a boat came by, which I found was 
going towards Philadelphia with several people in her. 
They took me in, and as there was no wind, we rowed all 
the way ; aild about midnight, not having yet seen the dty, 
some of the company were confident we must have passed it, 
and would row no further ; the others knew not where we 
were, so we put towards the shore, got into a creek, landed 
near an old fence, with the rails of which we made a fire, 
the night being cold, in October, and there we remained till 
daylight. Then one of the company knew the place to be 
Cooper's Creek, a little above Philadelphia, which we saw 
as soon as we got out of the creek, and arrived there about 
eight or nine o'clock on the Sunday morning, and landed at 
Market Street wharf. 

I have been the more particular in this description of my 
journey, and shall be so of my first entry into that dty, 
that you may in your mind compare such unlikely begin- 
nings with the fig^ure I have since made there. 1 was in 
my working dress, my best clothes coming round by sea. I 
was dirty, from my being so long in the boat. My pockets 
were stuffed out with shirts and stockings, and I knew no 
one, nor where to look for lodging. Fatigued with walk- 
bag, rowing, and the want of sleep, I was very hungry ; 
and my whole stock of cash consisted in a single dollar, and 
alH>ut a shilling in copper coin, which I gave to the boat- 
men for my passage. At first they refused it, on account 
of my having rowed; but I insisted on their taking it. 
Man is sometimes more generous when he has little money 
ticin when he has plenty: perhaps to prevent his being 
thought to have but little. 

I walked towards the top of the street, gazing about till 
ne^ix Market Street, where I met a boy with bread. I had 
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often made a meal of dry bread, and, inquiring where h« 
had bought it, I went immediately to the baker's he directed 
me to. I asked lor biscuits, meaning such as we had at 
Boston ; that sort, it seems, was not made in Philadelphia. 
I then asked for a threepenny loaf, and was told they had 
none. Not knowing the different prices, nor the names of 
the different sorts of bread, I told him to give me three- 
penny-worth of any sort. He gave me accordingly three 
great pxiffy rolls. I was surprised at the quantity, but took 
it, and, having no room in my pockets, walked off with a 
roll under each arm, and eating the other. Thus I went up 
Market Street as far as Fourth Street, passing by the door 
of Mr. Read, my future wife's father ; when she, standing 
at the door, saw me, and thought I made, as I certainly did^ 
a most awkward, ridiculous appearance. Then I turned, 
and went down Chestnut Street and part of Walnut Street, 
eating my roll all the way; and, coming: round, found 
myself again at Market Street wharf, near the boat I came 
in, to which I went for a draught of the river water ; and 
being filled with one of my rolls, gave the other two to a 
woman and her child that came down the river in the boA^ 
with us, and were waiting to go farther. 

Thus refreshed, I walked again up the street, which, by 
this time, had many dean-dressed people in it, who were all 
walking the same way. I joined them, and thereby was 
led into the great meeting-house of the Quakers, near the 
market. I sat down among them, and, after looking round 
a while, and hearing nothing said, being very drowsy 
through labour and want of rest the preceding night, I fell 
fast asleep, and continued so till the meeting broke up, 
whan some one was kind enough to rouse me. This, there- 
fore, was the first house I was in, or slept in, in Phila- 
delphia. 

I then walked down towards the river, and, looking in 
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the facee of every one, I met a young Quaker man whose 
countenance pleased me, and, accosting him, requested he 
would tell me where a stranger could get a lodging. We 
were then near the sign of the Three Mariners. " Here," 
said he, '' is a house where they receive strangers, but it is 
not a reputable one ; if thee wilt walk with me, Fll show 
thee a better one,'* and he conducted me to the Orooked 
Billet, in Water Street. There I got a dinner ; and while 
I was eating, several questions were asked me, as, from my 
youth and appearance, I was suspected of being a runaway. 

After dinner, my host having shown me to a bed, I laid 
myself on it without undressing, and slept till six in the 
evening, when I was called to supper. I went to bed again 
very early, and slept very soundly till next morning. Then 
I dressed myself as neat as I could, and went to Andrew 
Bradford, the printer's. 1 found in the shop the old mas 
his father, whom I had seen at New York, and who, travel- 
ling on horseback, had got to Philadelphia before me. He 
introduced me to his son, who received me civilly, gave me 
a breakfast, but told me he did not at present want a hand, 
being lately supplied with one; but there was another 
printer in town, lately set up, one Keimer, who perhaps 
might employ me ; if not, I should be welcome to lodge at 
his house, and he would give me a little work to do now and 
then, till fuller business should offer. 

The old gentleman said he would go with me to the new 
printer; and when we found him, ** Neighbour," said Brad- 
ford, " I have brought to see you a young man of your 
business : perhaps you may want such a one." He asked 
me a few questions, put a composing-stick in my hand to 
see how I worked, and then said he would employ me soon, 
though he had just then nothing for me to do. And taking 
old Bradford, whom he had never seen before, to be one of 
ttte townspeople that had a good-wUl for him, entered into 
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ft conversation en his present undertaking and prospeots; 
while Bradford, not disooyering that he was the other 
printer's father, on Keimer*8 saying he expected soon to got 
the greatest part of the husiness into his own hands, drew 
him on, hy artful questions, and starting little douhts, to 
explain all his views, what influence he relied on, and in 
what manner he intended to proceed. I, who stood by and 
heard all, saw immediately that one was a crafty old 
flophister, and the other a true novice. Bradford left me 
with Keimer, who was greatly surprised when I told him 
who the old man was. 

The printing-house, I found, consisted of an old damaged 
press, and a small, worn-out fount of English types, which 
he was using himself, composing an Elegy on Aquila Kose, 
before mentioned; an ingenious young man, of excellent 
character, much respected in the town, secretary to the 
Assembly, and a pretty poet. Keimer made verses too, but 
vary indifferently. He could not be said to toriU them, for 
his method was t6 compose them in the types directly out 
of his head. There being no copy, but one pair of cases, 
and the EUgy probably requiring all the letter, no one could 
help him. I endeavoured to put his press (which he had 
not yet used, and of which he understood nothing) into 
order to be worked with ; and, promising to come and print 
off his Elegy as soon as he should have got it ready, I 
returned to Bradford's, who gave me a little job to do for 
the present, and there I lodged and dieted. A few days 
after, Keimer sent for me to print ofl the Elegy, And now 
he had got another pair of cases, and a pamphlet to reprint, 
on which he set me to work. 

These two printers I found poorly qutdified for their busi- 
ness. Bradford had not been bred to it, and was very illite- 
rate; and Keimer, though something of a scholar, was a 
mere compoaitor, knowing nothing of preae-work. He had 
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been one of the French prophets, and oould act their enthu- 
siastic agitations. At this time he did not profess any 
particular religion, but something of all on occasion ; was 
very ignorant of the world, and had, as I afterwards found, 
a good deal of the knave in his composition. He did not 
like my lodging at Bradford's while I worked with him. 
He had a house, indeed, but without furniture, so he could 
not lodge me ; but he got me a lodging at Mr. Read's, 
before mentioned, who was the owner of his house ; and 
my chest of clothes being come by this time, I made rather 
a more respectable appearance in the eyes of Miss Bead than 
I had done when she first happened to see me eating my roll 
in the street. 

I began now to have some acquaintance among the yoimg 
people of the town that were lovers of reading, with whom 
I spent my evenings very pleasantly, and gained money by 
my industry and frugality. I lived very contented, and 
forgot Boston as much as I could, and did not wish 
lo be known where I resided except to my friend Collins, 
'irho was in the secret, and kept it faithfully. At length, 
however, an incident happened that occasioned my return 
home much sooner than I had intended. I had a brother- 
in-law, Eobert Holmes, master of a sloop that traded between 
Boston and Delaware. He being at Newcastle, forty miles 
below Fhiladelphia, and hearing of me, wrote me a letter 
mentioning the grief of my relations and friends in Boston 
at my abrupt departure, assuring me of thdr good- will to 
me, and that everything would be accommodated to my 
mind if I would return ; to which he entreated me earnestly. 
. wrote an answer to his letter, thanked him for his advice, 
'out stated my rea^ns for quitting Boston so fully and in 
such a light as to convince him that I was not so much in 
the wrong sus he had appr^iended. 

Sir William Keith, Gbvemor of the province, was then at 
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Newcastle, and Captain Holmes, happening to be in company 
with him when my letter came to hand, spoke to him of me, 
and showed him the letter. The Governor read it, and 
seemed surprised when he was told my age. He said I 
appeared a young man of promising parts, and therefore 
should be encouraged ; the printers at Philadelphia were 
wretched ones, and if I would set up there, he made no 
doubt I should succeed ; for his part he would procure me the 
public business, and do me every other service in his power. 
This my brother-in-law Holmes afterwards told me in Bos- 
ton, but I knew as yet nothing of it ; when one day Keimer 
and I, being at work together near the window, we saw the 
Grovemor and another gentleman (who proved to be Colonel 
French, of Newcastle, in the province of Delaware), finely 
dressed, come directly across the street to our house, and 
heard them at the door. 

Keimer ran down immediately, thinking it a visit to him ; 
but the Gk)vemor inquired for me, came up, and with a con- 
descension and politeness I had been quite unused to, made 
him many compliments, desired to be acquainted with me, 
blamed me kindly for not having made myself known to 
him when I first came to the place, and would have me 
•way with him to the tavern, where he was going with 
Colonel French to taste, as he said, some excellent Madeira. 
I was not a little surprised, and Keimer stared with astonish- 
ment. I went, however, with the Governor and Colonel 
French to a tavern at the comer of Third Street, and over 
the Madeira he proposed my setting up my business. He 
■tated the probabilities of my success, and both he and 
Colonel French assured me I should have their interest and 
inflaence to obtain for me the puMio business of both govern- 
ments. And as I expressed doubts that my father would 
assist me in it. Sir William said he would give me a letter 
to him, in which he would set forth the advantages, and he 
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did not doubt he should determine him to comply. So it waa 
concluded I should return to Boston by the first Tessel, with 
the Gk)vemor'8 letter, to my father. In the meantime it 
was to be kept a secret, and I went on working with Keimer 
as usual. Tne Gk)yernor sent for me now and then to dine 
with him, which I considered a great honour, more partlcn- 
Isrly as he conversed with me in a most affable, familiar, and 
friendly manner. 

About the end of April, 1724, a little vessel offered for Bos- 
ton. I took leave of Eeimer, as going to see my friends. The 
Gktvemor gave me an ample letter, saying many flattering 
things of me to my father, and strongly recommending the 
project of my setting up at Philadelphia as a thing that 
would make my fortune. We struck on a ihoal in going 
down the bay and sprung a leak ; we had a blustering time 
at sea, and were obliged to pump almost continually, at 
which I took my turn. We arrived safe, however, at Boston in 
about a fortnight. I had been absent seven months, and my 
friends had hoard nothing of me ; for my brother James was 
not yet returned, and had not written about me. My unex- 
pected appearance surprised the family; all were, however, 
very glad to see me, and made me welcome, except my brother. 
I went to see him at his printing-house. I was better dressed 
than ever while in his service, having a genteel new suit 
from head to foot, a watch, and my pockets lined with near 
five pounds sterling in sQver. He received me not very 
frankly, looked me all over, and turned to his work again. 

The journeymen were inquisitive where I had been, what 
■ort of a country it was, and how I liked it. I praised it 
much and the happy life I led in it, expressing strongly my 
intention of returning to it ; and, one of them asking what*. 
kind of money we had there, I produced a handful of silver » 
and spread it before them, which was a kind of raree'-Mkom 
they had not been used to^ paper being the money of Boston. 
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ThtBtL I took an opportimify of letting them see my watok ; 
and lastly (my brother still gmm and sullen) gave them » 
dollar to drink, and took my leave. This visit of mine of- 
fended him extremely. For, wh^i my mother some tim« 
fltfter spoke to him of a recondliation, and of her wi^ to 
see ns on good terms together, and that we might live for 
the fatnre as brothers, he said I had insulted him in tuth. a 
manner before his people that he could never forget or 
forgive it. In this, however, he was mistaken. 

My father received the Governor's letter with some sur- 
prise, but said little of it to me for some time. Oaptain 
Holmes returning, he showed it to him, and asked him if he 
knew Sir William Keith, and what kind of a man he was ; 
adding that he must be of small discretion to tiiink of setting 
a youth up in business who wanted three years to arrive at 
man's estate. Holmes said what he could in favour of the 
project, but my father was decidedly against it, and at last 
gave a flat deniaL He wrote a dvil letter to Sir William^ 
thanking him for the patronage he had so kindly offered me» , 
and declined to assist me as yet in setting up, I being, in hia 
opinion, too young to be trusted with the management of an 
undertaking so important, and for which the preparatioii 
required a considerable expenditure. 

My old companion Collins, who was a clerk in the post- 
office, pleased with the account I gave him of my new 
country, determined to go thither also ; and while I waited 
lor my father's determination, he set out before me by land 
to Bhode Island, leaving his books, which were a pretty 
odleotion in mathematics and natural philosophy, to como 
with mine and me to New York, where he proposed to 
wait lor me. 

My father, though he did not approve Sir William's pro^ 
position, was yet pleased that I had been able to obtain to 
advantageous a character from a person of such note whor« 
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I liad resided, and that I had been so industrious and oare-^ 
fol as to equip myself so handsomely in so short a time ; 
therefore, seeing no prospect of an acoommodation between 
my brother and me, he gave his consent to my returning 
again to Philaddphia, advised me to behave respectfully to 
the people there, endeavour to obtain the general esteem, 
tead avoid lampooning and libelling, to which he thought I 
had too much inclinati<m; telling me, that by steady 
industry and prudent parsimony I might save enough by 
the time I was one-and-twenty to set me up ; and that if I 
came near the matter he would help me out with the restb 
This was all I could obtain, except some small gifts aa 
tokens of his and my mother's love, when I ^oibarked again 
for New York ; now with 'their approbation and their 
blessing. 

The sloop putting in at Newport, Bhode Island, I visited 
my brother John, who had been married and settled there 
■ome years. He received me very afiectionately, for he 
always loved me. A friend of his, one Yemen, having some 
money due to him in Pennsylvania, about thirty -fiv^^ pounda 
eurrency, desired I would recover it for him, and keep it 
till I had his directions what to employ it in. Accordingly 
he gave me an order to receive it. Tins business afterwards 
occasioned me a good deal of uneasiness. 

At Newport we took in a number of passengers, amongst 
whom were two young women travelling together, and a 
sensible, matron-like Quaker lady, with her servants. I 
had shown an obliging disposition to render her some Uttle 
•ervices, which probably impressed her with sentiments ol 
good-will towards me ; for when she witnessed the daily 
growing familiarity between the young women and myself, 
which they appeared to encourage, she took me aside and 
■aid, " Young man, I am concerned for thee, as thou hast 
no friend with thee, and seems not to know much of the 
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wc^ld, or of the snares youth is exposed to ; depend upon it» 
fhese are very bad women : I can see it by all their actions : 
and if thee art not upon thy guard, they will draw thee into 
some danger ; they are i^rangers to thee, and I advise thee, 
In a friendly concern for thy welfare, to hare no acquaint- 
ance with them." As I seemed at first not to think so ill 
of them as she did, she mentioned some things she had 
obserred and heard, that had escaped my notice, but now 
convinced me she was right. I thanked her for her 
kind advice, and promised to follow it. When we arrived 
at New York they told me where they lived, and invited me 
to come and see them, but I avoided it ; and it was well I 
did, for the next day l^e captain missed a silv^ spoon and 
some other things, that had been taken out of his cabin, and 
knowing* l^t tiiese were a couple of strumpets, he got a 
warrant to search their lodgings, found the stolen goods, 
and had the thieves punished. So, though we had escaped 
a sonken look, which we scraped upon in the passage, I 
thought this escape of ratlier more importance to me. 

At New York I found my friend Collins, who had 
arrived there some time before me. We had been intimate 
from children, and had read the same books together ; but 
fae had the advantage of miofe time for reading and study- 
ing, and a wonderful genius for mathematical learning, in 
which he far outstripped me. While I lived in Boston, 
most of my hours of leisure for conversation were spent 
with him, and he continued a sober as well as industrious 
lad, was mmch respected for his learning by several of the 
cle^^ and other gentlemen, and seemed to promise twnVi-ng 
a good fignire in life. But during my absence he had 
acquired a habit of drinking brandy, and I found by bii 
own account, as well as that of otiiers, that he had been 
dmnk every day since his arrival at New York, and be- 
haved himself in a very extravagant manner. He had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



40 nevjuciN vbankun. 

gamed too, and lost his money, so that I was oUiged to 
discharge his lodgings, and defray his expenses on the road 
and at Philadelphia, which proved a great burden to me. 

The then Governor of New York, Burnet (son of Bishop 
Burnet) , hearing from the captain that one of the passengers 
had a great many books on board, desired him to bring ma 
to see him, I waited on him, and should have taken Col- 
lins with me had he been sober. Hie Qovemor received 
me with great civility, showed me his library, which was a 
considerable one, and we had a good deal of conversation 
relative to books and authors. This was the second 
Qovemor who had done me the honour to take notice of me^ 
and, for a poor boy like me, it was very pleasing. 

We proceeded to Philadelphia. I received in the way 
Vernon's money, without which we could hardly have 
finished our journey. CJoUins wished to be employed is 
some counting-house; but, whether they discovered his 
dram-drinking by his breath <»r by his behaviour, though 
he had some recommendations, he met with no success ia 
any application, and continued lodging and boarding at the 
same house with me, and at my expense. Knowing I had 
that money of Vernon's, he was continually borrowing ol 
me, still promising repayment as soon as he should be in 
business. At length he had got so much ol it, that I was 
distressed to think whi^t I should do in case of being called 
on to remit it. 

His drinking continued, about which we sometimes 
quarrelled, for when a little intoxicated he was very irri- 
table. Once in a boat on the Delaware, with some other 
young men, he refused to row in his turn. '*I will be 
rowed hwne," said he. " We will not row you,** said L 
** Tou must," said he, ** or stay all night on the water, just 
as you please." The others said, ^* Let us row ; what signi- 
fies itP*' But, my mind being soured with his other 
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oondnct^ loontinned to refuse. So he swore he would 
make md row, or throw me overboard ; and coming along 
stepping on the thwarts towards me, when he came up and 
struck at me, I clapped my head under his thighs, and, ris- 
ing, pitched him headforemost into the river. I knew he 
was a good swinmier, and so was mider little concern about 
him ; but befbre he could get round to lay hold of the boat 
we had with a few strokes pulled her out of his reach ; and 
whenever he drew near the boat, we asked him if he would 
row, striking a few strokes to slide her away from him. He 
wafl ready to stifle with vexation, and obstinately would not 
promise to row. lading him at last beginning to tire, we 
drew him into the boat, and brought him home dripping 
wet We hardly exchanged a civil word after this adven- 
ture. At length a West India captain, who had a com- 
mission to procure a preceptor for the sons of a gentleman 
at Barbadoes, met with him, and proposed to carry him 
thither to fill that situation. He accepted, and promised to 
remit me what he owed me out of the first money he should 
receive, but I never heard of him after. 

The violation of my trust respecting Vernon's money 
was one of the first great errata of my life ; and this 
showed that my father was not much out in his judgment 
when he considered me as too young to manage business. 
But Sir William, on reading his letter, said he was too 
prudent, that there was a great difference in persons ; and 
discretion did not always accompany years, nor was youth 
always without it. " But since he will not sot you up, I 
will do it myself. Give me an inventory of the things 
necessary to be had from England, and I will send for 
them. You shall repay me when you are able. I am 
resolved to have a good printer here, and I am sure you 
must succeed.*' This was spoken with such an appearance 
ol cordiality, that I had not the least doubt of his meaning 
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what he said. I had hitherto kept the propoi^tion of mj 
setting up a secret in Philadelphia, and I still kept it. 
Had it heen known that I dep^ided on the Governor, 
probably some friend that knew him better would have 
advised me not to rely on him, as I afterwards heard it as 
his known character to be liberal of pro;mises, which he 
never meant to keep. Yet, unsolicited as he was by me, 
how could I think his generous offers insincere? I believed 
him one of the best men in the world. 

I presented him an inventory of a little printing-house, 
amounting, by my computation, to about one hundred 
pounds sterling. He liked it, but asked me if my being 
on the spot in England to choose the types, and see that 
everything was good of the kind, might not be of some 
advantage. "Then," said he, "when there, you may 
make acquaintance, and establishing Qorrespondences in 
the bookselling and stationery line." I agreed that this 
might be advantageous. " Then," said he, " get yourself 
ready to go by the -4««w," which was the annual ship, and 
the only one, at that time usually passing between London 
and Philadelphia. But as it would be some months before 
the Annis sailed, I continued working with Keimer, fretting 
extremely about the money Collins had got from me, and 
in great apprehensions of being called upon for it by 
Yemen; this, however, did not happen for some years 
after. 

I believe I have omitted mentioning, that in my first 
voyage from Boston to Philadelphia, being becalmed oS 
Block Island, our crew employed themsd.ves in catching 
cod, and hauled up a great number. Till then, I had 
stuck to my resolution to eat nothing that had had life ; 
and on this occasion I considered, according to my master 
Tryon, the takiog of every fish as a kind of unprovoked 
murder, since none of them had, or could do us any injury^ 
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that might justify this maasaGre. All this teemed terf 
reasomible. £ut I had been formerly a great lover of fiah, 
•ad when it eame ont of the frying-pan it smelt admirably 
-welL I balanced some time between principle and inclina- 
tion, tUl, recollecting that when the fish were opened I saw 
imaller fish taken out of their stomachs, then, thought I, 
«< If yon eat one another, I don't see why we may not eat 
yon ; '^ so I dined npon cod very heartily, and have since 
oontiimed to eat as other people, returning only now and 
then occasionally to a vegetable diet. So oonyenient a 
thing it is to be a reatonable erecUur^y since it enables one to 
find or make a rsaaon for every thing one has a mind to 
do. 

Keimer and I lived on a pretty good faTniliar footing, 
and agreed tolerably well, for he suspected nothing of my 
•etting up. . He retained a great deal of his old enthusiasm, 
and loved argmnentatiQn ; we therefore had many dispu^ 
tations. I used to work him so with my 8ocratic method, 
and had trepanned him so often by questions apparently so 
distant from any point we had in hand, yet by degrees 
leading to the point, and bringing him into difficulties and 
contradictions, that at last he grew ridiculously cautiou% 
and would hardly answer me the most common question 
without asking first, ^* What do you intend to infer from 
that P '* However, it gave him so high an opinion of my 
abilities in the confuting way, that he seriously proposed 
my being his colleague in a project he had of setting up 
• new sect. He was to preach the doctrines, and I was to 
confound aU opponents. When he came to explain with 
me upon the doctrines, I found several conundrums, which 
I objected to unless I might have my way a little too, and 
introduce some of mine. , 

Keimer wore his beard at full lengfth, because somewhere 
In the Mosaic law it is said, *' Thou shaU not mar the coraert 
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^ tky bifordJ* He likewise ke|it the seyenth day, Sabbath ; 
and tihese two points were essential with him. I disliked 
both, but agreed to them on condition of his adopting tlM 
doctrine of not using animal food. ''I doubt," said he^ 
**my constitution will not bear it*'* I assured him it 
would, and that he would be the better f(H* it. He wm 
usually a great eater, and I wished to give mys^ some 
diversion in half starving him. He consented to try the 
practice, if I would keep him company. I did so, and we 
held it for three months. Our provisions were purchased^ 
cooked, and brought to us regularly by a woman in the 
neighbouriiood, who had from me a list of forty dishes, 
which she prepared for us at difierent times, in which 
there entered neither fish, flesh, nor fowl. This whim 
suited me the better at this time from the cheapness of it^ 
not costing us above eighteen pence sterling each per week. 
I have since kept several Lents most strictly, leaving the 
oommon diet for that, and that for the common, abruptly, 
without the least inconvenience ; so that I think there is 
little in the advice of making those changes by easy gra- 
dations. I went on pleasantly, but poor Keimer suffered 
grievously, grew tired of the project, longed for the flesh- 
pots of Egypt, and ordered a roast pig. He invited me 
said two women friends to dine with him; but, it being 
brought too soon upon table, he could not resist the tempta- 
tion, and ate the whole before we came. 

I had made some courtship during ttiin time to Miss 
Read. I had a great respect uid affection for her, and had 
some reasons to believe she had the same for me ; but, as I 
was about to take a long voyage, and we were both very 
young, only a little above eighteen, it was thought most 
prudent by her mother to prevent our going too far at 
present ; as a marriage, if it were to take place, would be 
more oonveni^it after my return, when I should be, as I 
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lM>ped, set up in my bnsiiiesB. Perhaps^ too, she thouglit 
my dzpectationi not 00 well founded aa I imagined them . 
to be. 

My chief acquaintancet at this time were Charles Osborne^ 
Joseph Watson, and James Balph ; all loTers of reading. 
The two first were clerks to an eminent sorlyener or 
oonveyancer in the town, Charles Brockden; the hther was 
a clerk to a merchant. Watoon was a pious, sensible young 
man, of great integrity ; the others rather more lax in thair 
principles of religion, particularly Ralph, who, as well as 
Collins, had been unsettled by me; for which they both 
made me suffer. Osborne was sensible, candid, frank; 
sincere and affectionate to his friends; but, in literary 
matters, too fond of criticism. Ralph was ingenious, 
genteel in his manners, and extremely eloquent ; I think 
I never knew a prettier talker. Both were great admirers 
of poetry, and began to try their hands in little pieces. 
Many pleasant walks we have had together on Sundays in 
the woods, on the banks of the Schuylkill, where we reftd to 
one another, and conferred on what we had read. 

Ralph was inclined to give himself up entirely to poetry, 
not doubting that he might make great proficiency in it, and 
even make his fortune by it. He pretended that the greatest 
poets must, when they first began to write, have committed 
as many faults as he did. Osborne endeavoured to dissuade 
him, assured him he had no genius for poetry, and ad- 
vised him to think of nothing beyond the business he was 
bred to ; that in the mercantile way, though he had no stock, 
he might by his diHgenoe and punctuality recommend hiin- 
i&elf to employment as a factor, and in time acquire where- 
Mrith to trade on his own account. I approved for my part 
the amusing one*s self with poetry now and then, so far as to 
improve one*s language, but no farther. 

On this it was proposed that we should each of us, at our 
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next meetmg, produce a piece of our own composing, la 
•rder to improve by our mutual observations, criticisms, 
and corrections. As language and expression were wbat w^ 
had in view, we excluded all considerations of invention, by 
agreeing that the task should be a version of the eighteenth 
Psalm, which describes the descent of a Deity. When the 
time of our meeting drew nigh, Ralph called on me first, 
and let me know his piece was ready. I told him I had been 
busy, and, having little inclination, had done nothing. He 
then showed me his piece for my opinion, and I much 
approved it, as it appeared to me to have great merit. 
" Now," said he, " Osborne never will allow the least merit 
in anything of mine, but makes a thousand criticisms out of 
mere envy. He is not so jealous of you ; I wish, therefore, 
you would take this piece and produce it as yours. I will 
pretend not to have had time, and so produce nothing. We 
AsJl then hear what he wijl say to it." It was agreed, 
and I immediately transcribed it, that it might appear in 
My own hand. 

We met. Watson's peif ormance was read ; there were 
some beauties in it, but many defects. Osborne's was read ; 
it was much better. Ralph did it justice ; remarked som^ 
faults, but applauded the beauties. He himself had nothing 
to produce. I was backward, seemed desirous of being ex- 
cused, had not had sufficient time to correct, &c. But no 
excuse could be admitted ; produce I must. It was read and 
repeated. Watson and Osborne gave up the contest, and 
joined in applauding it. Ralph only made some criticisms, 
and proposed some amendments ; but I defended my text. 
Osborne was severe against Ralph, and told me he was no 
better able to criticise than compose verses. As these two 
were returning home, Osborne expressed himself still more 
strongly in favour of what he thought my production ; hav- 
ing before refrained, as he said,, lest I should think he meant 
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to fa&Uet me. '* But who would have imagined,' * said he, ** that 
Erankliii was oapahle of such a perf ormanoe ; such painting, 
euch force, such fire I He has even improved on the originaL 
In oommon oonversation he seems to have no choice of 
words ; he hesitates and blunders, and yet, g^ood Gk>d, how he 
writes !" When we next met, Ralph disoorered the trick 
we had played, and Osborne was laughed at. 

This transaction fixed Ralph in his resolution of becoming 
a poet. I did all I oould to dissuade him from it, but he 
continued scribbling verses till^ope cured him. He became, 
however, a pretty good prose writter. More of him here- 
after. But, as I may not have occasion to mention the 
other two, I shall just remark here, that Watson died in my 
aims a few years after, much lamented, being the best of 
our set. Osborne went to the West Indies, where he be- 
came an eminent lawyer and made money, but died young. 
He and I had made a serious agreement, that the one who 
happened first to die should, if possible, make a friendly 
visit to the other, and acquaint him how he found things in 
that separate state. But he never fulfilled his promise. 

The Gk)vemor, seeming to like my company, had me fre- 
quently at his house ; and his setting me up was always 
mentioned as a fixed thing. I was to take with me letters 
recommendatory to a number of his friends, besides the letter 
of credit to furnish me with the necessary money for pur- 
chasing the press, types, paper, &c. For these letters I was 
appointed to call at different times, when they were to be 
ready ; but a future time was still named. Thus we went on 
till tiie ship— whose departure, too, had been several times 
postponed — ^waa on the point of sailing. Then, when I called 
to take my leave and receive the letters, his secretary, Br. 
Baird, came out to me and said the Gh>vemor was extremely 
busy in writing, but would be down at Newcastle before the 
•hip^ and then the letters would be delivered to me. 
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Ralph, though married, and having one child, had deter- 
mined to accompany me in this voyage. It was thought he 
intended to establish a correspondence, and obtain goods to 
sell on commission ; but I found after, that having some 
cause of discontent with his wife's relations, he proposed to 
leave her on their hands, and never return to America. 
Having taken leave of my friends, and exchanged promises 
with Miss Read, I quitted Philadelphia in the ship, which 
anchored at Newcastle. The Governor was there; but 
when I went to his lodging, his secretary came to me from 
him, with expressions of the greatest regret that he could 
not then see me, being engaged in business of the utmost im- 
portance ; but that he would send the letters to me on board, 
wishing me heartily a good voyage and a speedy return, &c 
I returned on board a little puzzled, but still not doubting. 



CHAPTER in. 

Mil. Andrew Hamilton, a celebrated lawyer of Phila- 
delphia, had taken his passage in the same ship for himself 
and son, with Mr. Denham, a Quaker merchant, and Messrs. 
Oniam and Russel, masters of an iron work in Maryland, 
who had engaged the great cabin ; so that Ralph and I were 
forced to take up with a berth in the steerage, and none on 
board knowing us, were considered as ordinary persons. 
But Mr. Hamilton and his son (it was James, since Gover- 
nor) returned from Newcastle to Philadelphia ; the father 
being recalled by a great fee to plead for a seized ship. 
And, just before we sailed. Colonel French coming on 
board, and showing me great respect, I was more taken 
notice of, and, with my friend Ralph, invited by the other 
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gentlemen to come into fthe cabin, there being now room* 
Accordingly we removed thither. 

Understanding that Colonel French had brought on board 
the Gtovemor's despatches, I asked the captain for those let- 
tei-s that were to be under my care. He said all were put 
into the bag together ; and he could not then come at them ; 
but, before we landed in England, I should have an oppor* 
tunity of picking them out ; so I was satisfied for the pre- 
sent, and we proceeded on our voyage. We had a sociable 
company in the cabin, and lived uncommonly well, having 
the addition of aJl Mr. Hamilton's stores, who had laid in 
plentifully. In this passage Mr. Denham contracted a 
friendship for me that continued during his life. The voyage 
was other¥dse not a pleasant one, as we had a great deal of 
bad weather. 

When we came into the Channel, the captain kept his 
word with me, and gave me an opportunity of examining 
the bag for the Governor's letters. I f oimd some upon which 
my name was put as imder my care. I picked out six or 
seven, that, by the handwriting, I thought might be the 
promised letters, especially as*one of them was addressed to 
Baskett, the King's printer, and another to some stationer. 
We arrived in London the 24th December, 1724. I waited 
upon the stationer, who came first in my way, delivering 
the letter as from Governor Keith. " I don't know such a 
person," said he ; but opening the letter, " Oh ! this is from 
Eiddlesden. I have lately found him to be a complete ras- 
cal, and I will have nothing to do with him, nor receive any 
letters from him." So putting the letter into my hand, he 
turned on his heel and left me to serve some customer. I 
was surprised to find these were not the Governor's letters ; 
and, after recollecting and comparing circumstances, I 
began to doubt his sincerity. I found my friend Denham, 
and opened the whole affair to him. He let me into Keith'H 
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oharacter, told me there was not the least probability thai 
he had written any letters for me ; that no one who knew 
him had the smallest dependence on him ; and he laughed 
at the idea of the Qoyemor*s giving me a letter of credit, 
having, as he said, no credit to give. On my expressing 
some concern about what I should do, he advised me to en- 
deavour getting some employment in the way of my busi- 
ness. ''Among the printers here," said he, ''you will 
improve yourself, and when you return to America you will 
set up to greater advantage.*' 

We both of us happened to know, as well as the stationer, 
that Biddlesden, the attorney, was a very knave. He had 
half ruined Miss Bead's father, by persuading him to be 
boimd for him. By his letter it appeared there was a secret 
scheme on foot to the prejudice of Mr. Hamilton (supposed 
to be then coming over with us) ; that Keith was concerned 
in it with Biddlesden. Benham, who was a friend of 
Hamilton's, thought he ought to be acquainted with it; so, 
when he arrived in England, which was soon after, partly 
from resentment and ill will to Keith and Biddlesden, and 
partly from good will to him, I waited on him, and gav» 
him the letter. He thanked me cordially, the information 
beiog of imp(»rtance to him ; and from that time he became 
my friend, greatly to my advantage afterwards on many 
occasions. 

But what shall we think of a Gk>vemor playing such piti- 
ful tricks, and imposing so grossly on a poor ignorant boy! 
It was a habit he had acquired. He ^hed to please every- 
body ; and, having little to give, he gave expectations. He 
was otherwise an ingenious, sensible man, a pretty good 
writer, and a good Gk>vemor for the people ; though not for 
his constituents, the Proprietaries, whose instructions ba 
sometimes disregarded. Several of our beet laws were of 
his planning, and passed during his administratioii. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. ' 51 

Ralph and I were inseparable companions. We took 
lodgings together in Little Britain at three shillings and 
sixpence a week ; as much as we could then afford. He 
found some relations, but they were poor, and unable to 
assist him. He now let me know his intentions of re- 
maining in London, and that he never meant to return to 
Philadelphia. He had brought no money with him ; the 
whole he could muster having been expended in paying hii 
passage. I had fifteen pistoles ; so he borrowed occasionally 
of me to subsist, while he was looking out for business. He 
first endeavoured to get in the playhouse, believing himself 
qualified for an actor ; but Wilkes,* to whom he applied, 
advised him candidly not to think of that employment, as it 
was impossible he should succeed in it. Then he proposed 
to Roberts, a publisher in Paternoster Row, to write for 
him a weekly paper Hke the Spectator, on certain conditions; 
which Roberts did not approve. Then he endeavoured to 
get employment as a hackney writer, to copy for the 
stationers and lawyers about the Temple ; but could not 
find a vacancy. 

For myself, I immediately gofc into work at Palmer's, a 
famous printing-house in Bartholomew Close, where I con- 
tinued near a year. I was pretty diligent, but I spent with 
Ralph a good deal of my earnings at plays and public amuse- 
ments. We had nearly consumed aU my pistoles, and now 
just rubbed on from hemd to mouth. He seemed quite to 
have forgotten his -vdf e and child ; and I by degrees my en- 
gagements with Miss Read, to whom I never wrote more 
than one letter, and that was to let her know I was not 
likely soon to return. This was another of the great errata 
of my life, which I could wish to correct, if I were to live 
it over again. In fact, by our expenses, I was constantly 
kept unable to pay my passage. 

• A comedian of eminence. 
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At ^fUmer's I was employed in oomposing for the second 
edition of WoUaston's JEieligion of Natwre, Some of hii 
reasonings not appearing to me well founded, I wrote a 
little metaphysical piece in which I made remarks on them. 
It was entitled, A Dissertation on Liberty and Keeessity^ 
Pleasure and Fain. I inscribed it to my friend Balph ; I 
printed a small number. It occasioned my being more con- 
sidered by Mr. Palmer, as a young man of some ingenuityi 
though he seriously expostulated with me upon the prin- 
cq>les of my pamphlet, which to him appeared abominable. 
My printing this pamphlet was another erratum. While I 
lodged in Little Britaiu, I made an acquaintance Mdth one 
Wilcox, a bookseller, whose shop was next door. He had 
an immense collection of second-hand books. Circulating 
libraries were not then in use : but we agreed, that, on cer- 
tain reasonable terms, which I have now forgotten, I might 
take, read, and return any of his books. This I esteemed a 
great advantage, and I made as much use of it as I could. 

My pamphlet by ^ome means falling into the hands of 
one Lyons, a surgeon, author of a book entitled, " The 
Infallibility of Suman Judgment^ " it occasioned an acquain- 
tance between us. He took great notice of me, called on 
me often to converse on those subjects, carried me to the 
Horns, a pale alehouse in Lane, Cheapside, and intro- 
duced me to Dr. Mandeville, author of the " Fahle of the 
Beesy* w^o had a club there, of which he was the soul ; 
being a most facetious, entertaining companion. Lyons too 
introduced me to Dr. Pemberton, at Batson's GofCee-house, 
who promised to give me an opportunity, some time of 
other, of seeing Sir Isaac Newton, of which I was extremely 
desirous ; but this never happened. 

I had brought over a few curiosities, among which the 
principal was a purse made of the asbestos^ which purifies by 
Are. Sir Hans Sloane heard of it. came to see nxe, and 
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invited me to his house in Bloomsbuiy Square, showed me all 
his curiosities, and persuaded me to add that to the number ; 
for which he paid me handsomely. 

In our house lodged a young woman, a nuUiner, who, I 
think, had a shop in the C^isters. She had been genteely 
fared, was sensible, lively, and of a most pleasing conversa- 
tion. Balph read plays to her in the evenings, they grew 
intimate, ^e took another lodging, and he followed her. 
They lived together some time ; but he being still out of 
business, and her income not sufficient to maintain them 
with her child, he took a resolution of going from London, 
to try for a country school, which he thought himself well 
qualified to undertake, as he wrote an excellent hand, anjd 
was a master of arithmetic and accounts. This, however, 
he deemed a business below him, and, confident of future 
better fortune, when he should be imwilliog to have it known 
that he once was so meanly employed, he changed his name, 
and did me the honour to assume mine ; for I soon after 
had a letter from him, acquainting me that he was settled in 
a small village (in Berkshire, I think it was, where he 
taught reading and writing to ten or a dozen boys, at six- 
pence each per week), recommending Mrs. T to my 

care, and desiring me to write to him, directing for Mr, 
Franklin^ schoolmaster, at such a place. 

Ho continued to write to me frequently, sending me laxg» 
specimens of an epic poem, which he was then composing^ 
and desiring my remarks and corrections. These I gave him 
from time to time, but endeavoured rather to discourage his 
proceeding. One of Young's Satires was then just pub- 
lished. I copied and sent him a great part o^ it, which set 
in a strong light the folly of pursuing the Muses. All was 
in vain ; sheets of the poem continued to come by every 
post In the meantime, Mrs. T , having on his ac- 

count lost her friends and business, was often in distresses* 
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fluad used to send for me, and borrow what money I ooold 
spare to help to alleviate them. I grew fond of her 
company, and, being at that time under no religious re* 
straint, and taking advantage of my importance to her, I 
attempted to take some liberties with her (another erratum)^ 
which she repulsed, with a proper degree of resentment. 
She wrote to Ealph and acquainted him with my conduct ; 
this occasioned a breach between us ; and, when he returned 
to London, he let me know he considered all the obligations 
he had been under to me as annulled ; from which I con- 
cluded I was never to expect his repaying the money I had 
lent him, or that I had advanced for him. This, however, 
was of little consequence, as he was totally unable ; and by 
the loss of his friendship I found myself relieved from a 
heavy burden. I now began to think of getting a little 
beforehand, and, expecting better employment, I left Pal- 
mer's to work at Watts^s, near Lincoln's Inn Fields, a still 
greater printing-house. Here I continued all the rest of my 
stay in London. 

At my first admission into the printing-house I took to 
working at press, imagining I felt a want of the bodily 
exercise I had been used to in America, where press- work ia 
mixed with the composing. I drank only water ; the other 
workmen, near fifty in number, were great drinkers of beer. 
On occasion I carried up and down stairs a large forme of 
types in each hand, when others carried but one in both 
hands. They wondered to see, from this and several 
instances, that the JTater'Ameriean, as they called me, was 
itronger than themselves, who drank strong beer I We had 
an alehouse boy, who attended always in the house to supply 
the workmen. My companion at the press drank every 
day a pint before breakfast, a pint at breakfast with his 
bread and cheese, a pint between breakfast and dinner, a 
pint at dinner, a pint in the afternoon about six o'clock, and 
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another when he had done his day's work* I thought it a 
detestable custom; but it was necessary, he supposed, to 
drink strong bew that he might be itnmg to labour. I en- 
deayoured to oonTinee him, that thi) bodily strength afforded 
by beer could only be in proportion to the grain or flour of 
the barley dissolved in the water of which it was made; 
that there was more flour in a pennyworth of bread ; and 
theref<»e, if he could eat that with a pint of water, it would 
give him more strength than a quart of beer.- He drank on, 
however, and had four or five shillings to pay out of hii 
wages every Saturday night for that vile liquor ; an expense 
I was free from. And thus these poor devils keep them- 
selves always under. 

Watts, after some weeks, desiring to have ma in the 
oomposing^ioom, I left the jHress-m^cL ; a new him venu f ot 
drink, being five shillings, was demanded of me by the 
compositors. I thought it an imposition, as I had paid one 
to the press-men ; the master thought so too, and forbade 
my paying it. I stood out two or three weeks, was accord- 
ingly considered as fan excommunicate, and had so many 
little pieces of private malice practised on me, by mixing 
my sorts, transposing and breaking my matter, &c., &o., if 
ever I stepped out of the room; and all ascribed to the 
chapel ghost, which they said ever haunted those not regu- 
larly admitted; that, notwithstanding the master's pro« 
tection, 1 found myself obliged to comply and pay the 
money ; convinced of the folly of being on ill terms with 
those one is to live with continually. 

I was now on a fair footing with them, and soon acquired 
considerable influence. I proposed some reasonable altera- 
tions in the chapel^ laws, and carried them against all oppo- 
sition. From my example, a great many of them left their 
muddling breakfast of beer, bread, and cheese, finding they 
* A printing-hoiue it caUed a ohapcl by the workmei^ 
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«oiild with me be supplied from a neighbouring house ivith 
« large poiringer of hot water-gruel, sprinkled with pepper, 
•ommbled with bread, and a bit of butter in it, for the prioe 
of a pin£ of beer, viz. three halfpence. This was a more 
comfortable as well as a cheaper breakfast, and kept their 
heads clearer. Those, who continued sottmg with their beer 
all day, were often, by not paying, out of credit at the ale- 
house, and used to make interest with me to get beer ; their 
Hffhtf as they phrased it, heinff out, I watched the pay-table 
on Saturday nigh,t, and collected what I stood engaged for 
them, having to pay sometimes near thirty shillings a week 
<m their accounts. This, and my being estimated a pretty 
good riffffite, that is, a jocular verbal satirist, supported my 
consequence in the society. My constant attendance (I 
never making a St. Monday) recommended me ta the master ; 
and my uncommon quickness at composing occasioned my 
being pat upon work of despatch, which was generally better 
paid. So I went on now very agreeably. 

My lodgings in Little Britain being too remote, I found 
anotiier in Duke Street, opposite to the Romish OhapeL It 
was up three pair of stairs backwards, at an Italian ware- 
house. A widow lady kept the house : she had a daughter, 
and a maid-servant, and a journeyman who attended the 
warehouse, but lodged abroad. After sending to inquire my 
character at the house where I last lodged, she agreed to 
take me in at the same rate — ^three shillings and sixpence a 
week ; (dieaper, as she said, from ihe protection she expected 
in having a man to lodge in the house. She was a widow, 
an elderly woman; had been bred a Protestant, being a 
clergyman's daughter, but was converted to the Oatholie 
religion by her husband, whose memory she much revered ) 
had lived raudb. among people of distinction, and knew a 
thousand anecdotes of them as far back as the time d 
Oharles 11. She was lame i& her knees with the gout, and 
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tfa6ref<»e seldom stirred out of her room, so sometimes 
wanted company ; and hers was so highly amusing to me» 
that I was sure to spend an evening with her whenever she 
desired it. Our supper was only half an anchovy each, on a 
very little slice of bread and butter, and half a pint of ale 
between us ; but the entertainment was in her conversation. 
My always keeping good hours, and giving little trouble in 
the family, made her imwilling to part with me ; so that 
when I talked of a lodging I had heard of, nearer my 
business, for two shillings a week (which, intent as I was 
on saving money, made some difference), she bid me not 
think of it, for she would abate me two shillings a week 
for the future ; so I remained with her at one shilling and 
sixpence as long as I stayed in London. 

In a garret of her house there lived a maiden lady of 
seventy, in the most retired manner, of whom my landlady 
gave me this account : — ^that she was a Eoman Oatholio ; had 
been sent abroad when young, and lodged in a nunnery, 
with an intent of becoming a nun; but, the country not 
agreeing with her, she returned to England, where, there 
being no nunnery, she had vowed to lead the life of a nun, 
as near as might be done in those circumstances. Accord- 
ingly, she had given all her estate to charitable purposes, 
reserving only twelve pounds a year to live on; and out of 
this sum she still gave a part in charity, living herself on 
water-gruel only, and using no fire but to boil it. She had 
lived many years in that garret, being permitted to remain 
there gratis by successive Catholic tenants of the house 
below, as .they deemed it a blessing to have her there. A 
priest visited her, to confess her every day. ** From this I 
asked her,'' said my landlady, '* how she, as she lived, could 
possibly find so much employment for a oonfessor P ^* 
*< Oh ! " said she, ** it is impossible to avmd tarn thoughts,*'^ 
I was permitted once to visit her. She was cheerful and 
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polite, and oonyened pleasantly. The room was dean, but 
had no other fuiiiiture than a mattress, a table with a cmoi- 
fiz and a book, a stool which she g^ye me to sit on, and a 
picture, over the chimney, of St. Veronica displaying her 
handkerchief, with the miracoloos figure of Qhrist's bleeding 
lace on it, which she explained to me with great serioosness. 

She looked pale, but was never sick ; and I giye it as 
another instance, on how small an income life and health 
may be supported. 

At Watts's printing-house I contracted an acquaintance 
with an ingenious young man, one Wygate, who, haying 
wealthy relations, had been better educated than most 
printers ; was a tolerable Latinist, spoke French, and loyed 
reading. I taught him and a friend of his to swim, at 
twice going into the riyer, and they soon, became good 
swimmers. They introduced me to some gentlemen from 
the country, who went to Chelsea by water, to see the 
college and Don Saltero's curiosities. ^ Jn our return, at 
the request of the company, whose curiosity Wygate 
had excited, I stripped and leaped into the riyer, and 
swam from near Chelsea to Blackfriars; performing in 
the way mai^ feats of actiyity, both upon and under the 
water, that surprised and pleased those to whom they were 
noyeltles. 

I had, from a child, be^i delighted with this exerdse, 
had studied and practised Theyenot's motions and positionB, 
and added some of my own, aiming at the graceful and 
easy as well as the useful. All these I took this occasion of 
exhibiting to the company, and was much flattered by 
their admiration ; and Wygate, who was desirous of be- 
coming a master, grew more and more attached to me on 
that account, as well as from the similarity of our studies 
He at length proposed to me trayeUing all oyer Europe to- 
gether, supporting ouiselyee eyerywhere by working at oiar 
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I was onee incUned to it, but mentioiiing it to 
my good friend Mr. Denham, with whom I often spent aa 
hour when I had leisure, hu dissuaded me from it, advising 
me to think only of returning to Pennsylvania, which he 
was now about to do. 

I must record one trait of this good man's character. He 
had formerly been in business at Bristol, but failed in debt 
to a number of people, compounded, and went to America. 
There, by a dose application to business as a merchant, he 
acquired a plentiful fortune in a few years. Returning to 
England in the ship with me, he invited his old creditors to 
an entertainment, at which he thanked them for the easy 
composition they had favoured him with ; and, when they . 
expected nothing but the treat, every man, at the first re- 
move, found under his plate an order on a banker for the 
full amount of the unpaid remainder, with interest. 

He now told me he was about to return to Philadelphia^ 
and should carry over a great quantity of goods, in order to 
open a store there. He proposed to take me over as his 
dei^ to keep his books — ^in which he would instruct me — 
copy his letters, and attend the store. He added, that, as 
soon as I should be acquainted with mercantile business, he 
would promote me by sending me with a cargo of flour and 
bread to the West Indies, and procure me commissions from 
others which would be profitable, and, if I managed well, 
would establish me handsomely. The thing pleased me, for 
I was grown tired of London, remembered with pleasure the 
happy ,m(mths I had spent in Pennsylvania, and wished 
again to see it. ^erefore I immediately agreed, on the 
terms of fifty pounds a year, Pennsylvania money ; less, in- 
deed, than my then present gettings as a compositor, but af- 
fording a better prospect. 

I now took leave of printing, as I thought, for ever, and 
waa daily employed in my new business, going about with 
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Mr. Denham among the tradesmen to purchase Tarknui 
articles, and see them packed up, delivering messages, 
calling upon workmen to despatch, &o. ; and when all'was 
on board, I had a few days* leisure. On one of these days, 
I was, to my surprise, sent for by a great man I knew only 
by name, Sir William Wyndham, and I waited upon him. 
He had heard, by some means or other, of my swimming 
from Ohelsea to Blackfriars, and of my teaching Wygate 
and another young man to swim in a few hours. He had 
two ions, about to set out on their travels ; he wished to 
have them first taught swimming, and proposed to gratify 
me handsomely if I would teach them. They were not yet 
come to town, and my stay was uncertain, so I could not 
ondertake it. But from the incident I thought it likely, 
that if I were to remain in England, and open a swinmiing- 
flchool, I might g^t a good deal of money ; and it struck me 
BO strongly, that, had the overture been made me sooner, 
probably I should not so soon have returned to America. 
Many years after, you and I had something of more im- 
portance to do with one of these sons of Sir William 
Wyndham, become Earl of Egremont, which I shall men* 
tion in its place. 

Thus I passed about eighteen months in London ; most 
part of the time I worked hard at my business, and spent 
but little upon myself, except in seeing plays, and in books. 
My friend Ralph had kept me poor. He owed me about 
twenty-seven pounds, which I was now never likely to re- 
ceive ; a great sum out of my small earnings ! I loved himy 
notwithstanding, for he had many amiable qualities. I had 
improved my knowledge, however, though I had by no 
means improved my fortune ; but I had made some very in- 
genious acquaintance, whose conversation was of great ad- 
vantage to me, and I had read considerably. 
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CHAPTER rV. 

Wb Bailed from Gravesend on the 23rd of July, 1726. For 
the incidents of the Toyage, I refer you to my journal, 
where you will find them all minutely related. Perhaps the 
most important part of that journal is the plan* to be found 
in it, which I formed at sea, for regulating the future con- 
duct of my life. It is the more remarkable, as being formed 
when I was so young, and yet being pretty faithfully ad- 
hered to quite through to old age. 

We landed at Philadelphia the 11th of October, where I 
found sundry alterations. Keith was no longer GoTemor, 
being superseded by Major Gordon ; I met him walMng the 
streets as a common citizen. He seemed a little ashamed at 
seeing me, and passed without saying anything. I should 
have been as much ashamed at seeing Miss Read, had not 
her friends, despairing with reason of my return, after Hie 
receipt of my letter, persuaded her to marry another, one 
Rogers, a potter, which was done in my absence. With 
him, however, she was never happy, and soon parted from 
him, refusing to cohabit with him or bear his name, it being 
now said he had another wife. He was a worthless fellow, 
though an excellent workman, which was the temptation to 
her friends. He got into debt, ran away in 1727 or 1728, 
went to the West Indies, and died there. Keimer had got 
a better house, a shop well supplied with stationery, plenty 
of new types, and a number of hands, though none good, and 
■eemed to have a great deal of business. 

Mr. Denham took a store in Water Street, where we 

* This plan does not exist in the manuscript Jonrmd founA 
among Dr. Franklin's papers, which appears, by a note tiieceo*, 
to be a "oopy made at BmMnt, in PMtnsylvatiia, Ookoh«r dad, 178V.* 
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opened our goods; I attended the business diligently, studied 
accounts, and grew, in a little time, expert at selling. We 
lodged and boarded together ; he counselled me as a father, 
haying a sincere regard for me. I respected and lored 
him, and we might have gone on together very happily, 
but, in the beginning of February, 1727, when I had just 
passed my twenty-first year, we both were taken ill. My 
distemper was a pleurisy, which very nearly carried me 
off. I suffered a good deal, gave up the point in my 
own mind, a^id was at the time rather disappointed when 
I found myself recovering; regretting, in some degree, 
that I must Aow, some time or .other, have all that disagree- 
able work to go over again. I forget what Mr. Benham^s 
distemper was; it held him a long time, and at length 
carried him off. He left me a small legacy in a nuncu- 
pative will, as a token of his kindness for me, and he left 
me once more to the wide world ; for the store was taken 
into the care of his executors, and my employment imder 
him ended. 

My brother-in-law, Holmes, being now at Philadelphia, 
advised my return to my business; and Keimer tempted me, 
with an offer of large wages by the year, to come and take 
the management of hra printing-house, that he might better 
attend to his stationer's shop. I had heard a bad character 
of him in London from his wife and her friends, and was 
not for having any more to do with him. I wished for em- 
ployment as a merchant's clerk, but, not meeting with any, 
I dosed again with Keimer. I found in his house these 
hands: Hugh Meredith, a Welsh Pennsylvanian, thirty 
years of age, bred to country work ; he was honest, sensible, 
a man of experience, and fond of reading, but addicted te 
drinking. Stephen Potts, a young countryman of full age, 
bred to the same, of uncommon natural parts, and great wit 
and humour, but a little idle. These he had agreed with, 
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at extreme low wages per week, to be raised a shilling 
every three months, as they would deserve by improving in 
their business ; and the expectation oi these high wages, to 
come on hereafter, was what he had drawn them in with. 
Meredith was to work at press, Potts at bookbinding, which 
he, by agreement, was to teach them, though he knew 

neither one nor the other. John , a wild Irishman, 

brought up to no business, whose service, for four years, 
Keimer had purchased from the captain of a ship ; he, too, 
was to be made a pressman ; George Webb, an Oxford 
scholar, whose time, for four years, he had likewise bought, 
int^iding him for a compositor, of whom more presently ; 
and David Harry, a country boy, whom he had taken ap- 
prentice. 

I soon perceived that the intention of engaging me at 
wages so much higher than he had been used to give, was to 
have these raw cheap hands formed through me ; and as 
soon as I had instructed them, they being all articled to him, 
he should be able to do without me. I went, however, very 
cheerfully, put his printing house in order, which had been 
in great confusion, and brought his hands by degrees to 
odnd their business and to do it better. 

It was an odd thing to find an Oxford scholar in the 
gitoation of a bought servant. He was not more than eigh- 
teen years of age, and he gave me this account of himself : 
that he was bom in Gloucester, educated at a grammar 
school, and had been distingnished among his scholars for 
some apparent miperiority in performing his part when they 
eodubited plays ; belonged to the Wits' Olub there, and had 
written some pieces in prose and verse, which were printed 
in the Gloucester newspapers. Thence was sent to Oxfoord; 
there he continued about a year, but not well satisfied; 
wishing of all things to see London, and become a player. 
At kmgth receiving his quarterly allowance of fifteen guineas^ 
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instead of discharging his debts, he went out of town, hid 
his gown in a furze bush, and walked to London ; where, 
having no friend to advise him, he fell into bad company, 
soon spent his guineas, found no means of being introduced 
among the players, grew necessitous, pawned his dothes, 
and wanted bread. Walking the street very hungry, not 
knowing what to do with himself, a crimp's bill was put 
into his hand, offering immediate entertainment and 
encouragement to such as would bind themselves to serve in 
America. He went directly, signed the indentures, was put 
into the ship and came over ; never writing a line to his 
friends to acquaint them what was become of him. He was 
lively, witty, good-natured, and a pleasant oompanicci ; but 
idle, thoughtless, and imprudent to the last degree. 

John, the Irishman, soon ranaway ; with the rest I began 
to live very agreeably, for they all respected me the more, 
as they foimd Keimer incapable of instructing them, and 
that from me they learned something daily. My acquaint- 
ance with ingenious people in the town increased. We 
never worked on Saturday, that being Keimer's Sabbath, so 
that I had two days for reading. Keimer himself treated 
me with great civility and apparent regard, and nothing 
now made me uneasy but my debt to Yemon, which I was 
yet imable to pay, being hitherto but a poor economist. He, 
however, kindly made no demand of it. 

Our printing house often wanted sorts, and there was no 
letter-foundry in America ; I had seen types cast at James's 
in London, but without much attention to the manner ; how- 
ever, I contrived a mould, and made use of the letters we 
had as puncheons, struck the matrixes in lead, and thus 
supplied in a pretty tolerable way all deficiencies. I also 
engraved several things on occasion ; made the ink ; I was 
warehouseman; and, in short, quite Afac-totum. 

But, however serviceable I mifi:ht be, I found that nkj 
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8ervioeB"beoame every day of less importance, as the other 
hands improved in their business ; and, when Keimer paid 
me a second quarter's wages, he let me know that he felt 
them too heavy, and thought I should make an abatement. 
He g^ew by degrees less dvil, put on more the airs of master, 
frequently found fault, was captious, and seemed ready for 
an outbreaking. I went on nevertheless with a good deal ol 
patience, thinking that his encumbered circumstances were 
partly the cause. At length a trifle snapped our connection ; 
for, a great noise happening near the court-house, I put my 
head out of the window to see what was the matter. Keimer, 
being in the street, looked up and saw me, called out to me 
in a loud voice and angry tone to mind my business ; adding 
some reproachful words, that nettled me the more for their 
publicity ; aU the neighbours who were looking out on the 
same occasion being witnesses how I was treated. He came 
up immediately into the printing-house; continued the 
quarrel, high words passed on both sides, he gave me the 
quarter's warning we had stipulated, expressing a wish that 
he had tiot been obliged to give so long a warning. I told him 
his -Mat was unnecessary, for I would leave him that instant ; 
and so taking my hat walked out of doors, desiring Mere- 
dith, whom I saw below, to take care of some things I left, 
and bring them to my lodgings. 

Meredith came accordingly in the evening, when we 
talked tny afiair over. He had conceived a great regard for 
me, and was viery unwilling that I should leave the house 
while he remained in it. He dissuaded me from retumiilg 
to my native country, which I began to think of ; he re- 
minded me that Keimer was in debt for all he possessed, 
that his creditors began to be uneasy; that he kept his 
shop miserably, sold often without a profit for ready money, 
and 'often trusted without keeping accounts ; that he must 
therefore fail, which would make a vacancy I xnight profit 
— 4 
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of. I objected my want of money. He tlien let me know 
that his father had a high opinion of me, and, from Bome 
discourse that had passed between them he was sure 
would advance money to set me up, if I would enter into 
pai-tnership with him. " My time," Bald he, " will be out 
with Keimer in the spring ; by that time we may have our 
pre8b and types in from London. I am sensible I am no work- 
iiuui ; if you like it your skill in the business shall be set 
against the stock I furnish, and we will share the profits 
equally.** 

The proposal was agreeable to me, and I consented ; his 
father was in town, and approved of it ; the more as he said 
I had great influence with his son, had prevailed on him to 
abstain long from dram-drinking, and he hoped might breali 
him of that wretched habit entirely, when we came to be sc 
closely connected. I gave an inventory to the father, who 
carried it to a merchant; the things were sent for, the secret 
was to be kept till^they should arrive, and in the meantime I 
was to get work, if I could, at the other prii) ting-house. But 
I found no vacancy there, and so remained idle a few days, 
when Keimer, on a prospect of being employed to print . 
some paper money in New Jersey, which would require cuts 
and various types that I only could supply, and apprehen- 
ding Bradford might engage me and get the job from him, 
sent me a very civil message, that old friends should not 
part for a few words, the effect of sudden passion, and wish- 
ing me to return. Meredith persuaded me to comply, as it 
would give more opportunity for his improvement under my 
daily instructions ; so I returned, and we went on more 
smoothly than for some time before. The New Jersey job 
was obtained ; I contrived a copper-plate press for it, the 
first that had been seen in the country ; I cut several orna- 
ments and checks for the bills. We went together to Bur- 
lington where I executed the whole to satisfaction ; and ha 
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reoeived so large a gum for the work, as to be enabled 
thereby to keep himself longer from ruin. 

At Burlington I made acquaintance with many principal 
people of the province. Several of them had been appointed 
by the Assembly a committee to attend the press, and tak» 
care that no more bills were printed than l^e law directed. 
They were, therefore, by turns constantly with us, and 
generally he who attended brought with him a friend] or 
two for company. My mind having been much more im- 
proved by reading than Keimer's, I suppose it was for that 
reas6n my conversation seemed to be more valued. They 
had me to their houses, introduced me to their friends, and 
showed me much civility ; while he, though the master, was 
a little neglected. In truth, he was an odd creature; 
ignorant of common life, fond of rudely opposing received 
opinions, slovenly to extreme dirtiness, enthusiastic in some 
points of religion, and a little knavish withaL 

We continued there near three months ; and by that time 
I could reckon among my acquired friends, Judge Allen^ 
Samuel Bustill, the Secretary of the Province, Isaac Pear- 
son, Joseph Cooper, and several of the Smiths, members of 
Assembly, and Isaac Decow, the Surveyor-G^eneraL The 
latter was a shrewd, sagacious old man, who told me that 
he began for himself, when young, by wheeling day for 
the brick-makers; learned to write after he was of age; 
carried the chain for surveyors, who taught him surveying, 
and he had now, by his industry, acquired a good estate ; 
and said he, ** 1 foresee that you will soon work this maa 
out of his business, and make a f ortime in it at Philadelphia.'* 
He had then not the least intimation of my intention to sol 
up l^re or anywhere. These friends were afterwards oi 
great use to me, as I occasionally was to some of them. 
They aU continued their regard for me as long as they lived. 

Before I enter upon my public appearance in business, ik 
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may be well to let you ^now the then state of my mind, 
with regard to my principles and morals, that you may 
aee how far those influenced the future events of my life. 
SCy parents had early given me religious impressions, and 
lirought me through my childhood piously in the Dissenting 
way. But I was scarce fifteen, when, after doubting by 
turns several points, as I found them disputed in the dif- 
ferent books I read, I began to doubt of the Bevelation 
itsdif . Some books against Deism fell into my hands ; they 
weace said to be the substance of the sermons which had 
been preached at Boyle's Lectures. It happened, that they 
wrought an effect on me quite contrary to what was in- 
t^ided by them. For the arguments of the Deists, which 
were quoted to be refuted, appeared to me much stronger 
than the refutations ; in short, I soon became a thorough 
Deist. My arguments perverted some others, particularly 
Collins and Ealph ; but, each of these having wronged me 
greatly without the least compimction, and recollecting 
Keith's conduct towards me (who was another freethink^)> 
and my own tpwiards Yemon and Miss Head, which at 
times gave me great trouble, I began to suspect that this 
doctrine, though it might be true, was not very useful. 
My liondon pamphlet, printed in 1725,* which had for its 
Botto these lines of Dryden ; 

** Whatever is, is right. Bat porl^liiid man 
Sees but a part o' the chain, the nearest Unks i 
His eyes not carrying to that e<inal beam. 
That poises all above ; *• 

4uad which from the attributes of God, his infinite wisdom, 
Ipoodness, and power, concluded that nothing could possibly 

* Dr. Franklin, in a letter to Benjamin Vaughan, dated Nov- 
ember 9th, 1779, gives a farther aooonnt of this pamphlet in these 
WOjfds:— 

** It was addressed to Mr. J. B., that is James Ralph, then a 

Digitized by LjOOQli 



BBKJAMIN FBANELIN. 69 

be wrong ii\ tibe world ; and that viea and virtae wei# 
«mpty distinctionBy no saoh things eTinting ; appeared now 
not 90 dever a perf onaaooe as I onoe thought it; aad I 
doabted whether some error .had not insiniiated itself nn- 
perceired into my argument so as to infect all thai followed, 
as is omnmon in metaphysical reasonings. 

I grew oonyinced that truth, tincerity, and intt^tif, in 
dealings between man and man, were of the utmost import- 
ance to the felicity of life ; and I formed written xesol^i- 
tions, which still remain in my journal book, to piact^'^tf 
them ever while I Hred. Beyelation had indeed no wei^ n t 
with me, as such; but I entertained an opinion, that, 

yoath of abcmt my age, and my intimate friend ; afterwards a politi- 
eal ivriter and historian. The purport of it was to prove the dootriua 
of fate, from the supposed attributes of God ; in some such manner 
as Uds. That in erecting and governing the world, as he was iu- 
ftnit^ wise, he knew what would be best ; infinitely good, he muHt 
be^dtepoeed, and infinitely powerful, he must be able to eiceoate it. 
Consequently oU ts right. 

There were only a hundred copies printed, of which I gave a few 
to friends ; and afterwards dJHliting the piece, as conceiving it 
might have -.an ill tendency, I bnmt the rest, except one copy, the 
margin of which was filled with manuscript notes by Lyons, author 
of the InfaJLUbiyJty cifEtmcm Judgment, who was at that time another 
of my acquaintance in Loudon. I was not nineteen years of ago 
when it was written. In 1730, 1 wrote a piece on the other side of 
the question, which began with laying for its foundation this fact ,* 
* That olmofC aU m/tn im all agm and eountrim hav at timn mada U9§ 
aft^MMmm.' Thence I reasoned, that, if all thhigs are ordaiaed, 
prayer most among the rest be ordained. But, as prayer can pro- 
cnre no change in things that are ordained, praying must then be 
useless, and an absurdity. Qod would^therefore not ordain praying, 
if everything else was ordained. But praying exists, therefore all 
other tUags are not ordafaaed, ho. This pamphlet was never 
printed, and the maanscript thas been long loet. The great un^ 
certainty I found in metaphysical reasonings disgusted me, and X 
quitted that kind of readSxu^ and stadv for others more satia- 
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though certain actions might not be bad, heeame they worn 
forbidden by it, or good, beeam$ it oommaiided them ; yet 
probably those actions might be forbidden because they were 
bad ferns, or commanded beeauB^ihey were benefidalto ns, 
In their own natures, all the oiroumstanoes of things eon* 
sidered. And this persuasion, with the kjad hand of Bro- 
Tidenoe, or some guardian angel, or acddental fayourable 
oiroumstanoes and situations, or all together, preserved me^ 
Enough t bi** dangerous time of youth, and the hasudoas 
situations I was sometimes in among strangers, remote 
~ from the eye ^md adyice of my father, free from any u4lfiii 
gross immorality or injustice, that might haTe been ex- 
pected from my want of religion. I say ici^ul, because tlie 
fTifft*^nA4^ I have mentioned had something of neeettit^ in 
them, from my youth, inexperience, and the knaTery d 
others. I had therefore a tolerable character to begin in 
the world with ; I valued it properly, and determined to 
preserve it. 

We had not been long returned to Philadelphia, before 
the new types arrived from London. We settled with 
Keimer, and left him by his consent before he heard of it. 
We found a house to let near the Market, and took it 
To lessen the rent, which was then but twenty-four pounds 
a year, though I have sinoe known it let f<Mr seventy, we 
took in Thomas Ckxlfrey, a glazier, and his family, who 
were to pay a considerable part of it to us, and we to board 
with them. We had scarce opened our letters, and put 
our press in order, before G^rge House, an acquainttnoe 
of mine, brought a countryman to us, whom he had met 
in the street, inquiring for a printer. All our cash was 
now expended in the variety of particulars we had been 
obliged to procure, and this countryman's ^ve shillings, 
being our first-fruits, and coming so seasonably, gave me 
more pleasure than any crown I have since earned; and 
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the gratitude I felt towards House has made me often more 
ready than perhaps I otherwise should have heen to assist 
young beginners. 

There are croakers in every coimtry, always boding its 
ruin. Such an one there lived in Philadelphia ; a person 
of note, an elderly man, with a wise look, and a very grave 
manner of speaking ; his name was Samuel Mickle. This 
gentleman, a stranger to me, stopped me one day at my 
door, and asked me if I was the young man who had lately 
opened a new printing-house? Being answered in the 
affirmative, he said he was sorry for me, because it was an 
expensive undertaking, and the expense would be lost ; for 
Philadelphia was a sinking place, the people already half 
bankrupts, or near being so ; all the appearances of the 
contrary, such as new buildings and the rise of rents, being 
to his certain knowledge fallacious ; for they were in fact 
among the things that would ruin us. Then he gave me 
such a detail of misfortunes now existing, or that were soon 
to exist, that he left me half melancholy. Had I known 
him before I engaged in this business, probably I never 
should have done it. This person continued to live in this 
decaying place, and to declaim in the same strain, refusing 
for many years to buy a house there, because all was going 
to destruction ; and at last I had the pleasure of seeing him 
give five times as much for one, as he might have bought it 
for when he first began croaking. 
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CHAPTEB V. 



I SHOULB have mentioned before, tliat in t^e autumn of 
tine preceding year I had formed most ol my ingenious 
acquaintance into a dub for mutual improvement, which 
we called the Junto. We met on Friday evenings. The 
rules that I drew up required that every member, in his 
turn, should produce one or more queries on any point of 
Morals, Politics, or Natural Philosophy, to be discussed by 
the company ; and ono« in three months produce and read 
an essay of his own wiitiug, on any subject he pleased. 
Our debates were to be under the direction of a president, 
and to be conducted in the sincere spirit of enquiry after 
truth, without fondness for dispute, or desire of victory; 
and, to prevent warmth, all expressions of positiveness in 
opinions, or direct contradiction, were after some time 
made contraband, and prohibited under small pecuniary 
penalties. 

The first members were Joseph Breintnal, a copier 6i 
deeds for the scriveners, a good-natured, friendly, middle- 
agei man, a great lover of poetry, reading all he could 
meet with, and writing some that was tolerable; very 
ingenious in makiTig little nicknackeries, and of sensible 
conversation. 

Thomas Godfrey, a self-taught mathematician, great in 
his way, and afterwards inventor of what is now called 
Eadley*B Quadrant* But he knew little out of his way, 
and was not a pleasing companion; as, like most great 
mathematicians I have met with, he expected universal 

Godfreya claims to this xnvention are folly explained and oon* 
firmed in MELLsa*s JMroqptot of %\» MiaUBenXh Ctntury, Vol I. pfi. 
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^redflion in oYerything said, or was for ever denying <n 
distingnishing apon trifles, to the distorlMuioe of all coaver- 
eatioiL He soon left ns. 

Nicholas Scnll, a surveyor, afterwards surveyor-general, 
who loved books, and sometimes made a few verses. 

William Parsons, bred a shoemaker, but loving reading, 
had acquired a considerable share of mathematics, which 
he first studied with a view to astrology, and afteifwards 
laughed at it. He also became surveyor-generaL 

William Maugridge, joiner, but a most exquisite mechanic, 
and a solid, sensible man. 

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and G^rge Webb, I have 
characterised before. 

Bobert Qraoe, a young gentleman of some fortune, 
generous, lively, and witty; a lover of punning and of his 
friends. 

LasUy, William Coleman, then a merchant's clerk, about 
my age, who had the coolest, dearest head, the best heart, 
and the exactest morals of almost any man I ever met 
with. He became afterwards a merchant of great note^ 
and one of our provincial judges. Our friendship con- 
tinued without interruption to his death, upwards of forty 
years ; and the dub continued almost as long, and was the 
best school ol philosophy, morality, and politics, that then 
existed in the province ; for our queries, which were read 
the week preceding their discussion, put us upon reading 
with attention on the several subjects, that we might 
speak more to the purpose; and here, too, we acquired 
better habits of conversation, everything beiog studied in 
our rules which might prevent our disgusting each other. 
Hence the long ccmtinuance of the dub, whidi I shall haTS 
frequent occfision to speak fprth^ of hereafter. 

But my giving this account of it h^re is to show some* 
thing of the interest I had, every one of these exertiug 
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themselves in recommendiDg business to ns. Breintnal 
particularly procured us from the Quakers the printing 
of forty sheets of their history, the rest being done by 
Keimer ; and upon these we worked exceedingly hard, for 
the price was low. It was a folio, pro patrid size, in pica, 
with long primer notes. I composed a sheet a day, and 
Meredith worked it oft at press. It was often eleven at 
night, and sometimes later, before I had finished my dis- 
tribution for the next day's work ; for the little jobs sent in 
by our other friends now and then put us back. But so 
determined I was to continue doing a sheet a day of the 
folio, that one night, when having imposed my formes ;I 
thought my day's work over, one of them by accident was 
broken, and two pages reduced to pie, 1 immediately 
distributed and composed it over again before I went to 
bed ; and this industry, visible to our neighbours, began to 
give us character and credit. Particularly I was told, 
that mention being made of the new printing-office, at the 
merchants' every-night dub, the general opinion was that 
it must fail, there being already two printers in the place, 
BCeimer and Bradford. But Dr. Baird (whom you and I 
jaw many years after at his native place, St. Andrew's, in 
Scotland) gave a contrary opinion ; " For the industry of 
that Franklin," said he, "is superior to anything I ever 
saw of the kind. I see him still at work when I go hora# 
from club, and he is at wcnik again before his neighbours 
are out of bed." This struck the rest, and we soon after 
had offers from one of them to supply us with stationery; 
but as yet we did not choose to engage in shop business. 

I mention this industry more particularly and the more 
freely, though it seems to be talking in my own praise, that 
Chose of my posterity who shaU read it, may know the use 
ol that virtue, when they see its effects in my favour 
throughout this relation. 
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G(eorge Webb, who had lound a female friend that lent 
him wherewith to purchase his time of Keimer, now oame 
to offer hiinHftlf as a journeyman to us. We could not then 
employ him ; but I foolishly let him know, mb a secret, that 
I soon intended to begin a newspaper, and might then have 
work for him. My hopes of success, as I told him, were 
loxmded on this : that the then only newspaper, printed by 
Bradford, was a paltry thing, wretchedly ihanaged, no way 
entertaining, and yet was profitable to him; I therefore 
freely thought a good paper would scarcely fail of good en- 
couragement. I requested Webb not to mention it ; but he 
told it to Keimer, who immediately, to be beforehand with 
me, published proposals f <» one himself, on which Web> 
was to be employed. I was vexed at this, and to counteract 
ihem, not being able to commence our paper, I wrote 
eev^Bl amusing pieces for Bradford's paper, under the 
title of Thb Busy Body, which Breintnal continued some 
months. By this means the attention of the public was 
fixed on that paper, and Keimer's proposals, which we 
jburlesqued and ridiculed, were disregarded. He began his 
paper, however, and before carrying it on three quarters of 
a year, with at most only ninety subscribers, he offered it 
me for a trifle ; and I, having been ready some time to go 
on with it, took it in hand directly, and it proved, in a few 
years, extremely profitable to me.* 

I perceive that I am apt to speak in the singular number, 
though our parcnership still continued ; it may be, that ii 
&ct the whole management of the business lay upon ma. 
Meredith was no compositor, a poor press-man, and seldom 
•ober. My friends lamented my connection with him, buft 
I was to make the best of it. 

Our first papers made quite a different appearance from 

* It was cftlled the P«nnayl«ainia Gautte, Fra&klia nd Meredi^ 
the paper with No. 40, September 25tK 17S8. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



n BENJAMIN PEANKLIN. 

any before in the proyince; a better type and bettet 
printed ; but some remarks * of my writing, on the dispute 
then going on between Governor Bnmet and the Massa- 
chusetts Assembly, struck the prindpal people, occasioned 
tiie paper and the manager of it to be much talked of, and 
in a few weeks brought them all to be our subscribers. 

* These remarks are in the Pennaylttma Qiuutte for October ^dA, 
1729, and are as f oll<w«rs ^~ 

** His HtcejXenoj, Oovemor Bnmet, died unexpectedly about two 
days after the date of this reply to his liist message j and tt wa» 
thought the dispute would have ended with him, or at least have 
lain dormaut till the arrival of a new <jk>vemor from England* 
^o possibly mit^ht, or might not, be inclined to enter too vigor- 
ously mto the measures of his predecessor. But our last advioe* 
'»y th« post acqaaint us, that hia Hononv, the Lieutenant-Ctovemor, 
on whom the government immediately devolves upon the death 
or absence of the Commander-in-Chief, has vigorously renewed the 
straggle on Lis own account, of which the particulars will be seen 
in ovr nesrtt, 

**rei:hap(} some of onr readers may not fqlly understand the 
origioal ground of this warm contest between the Governor and 
Assembly. It seems that people have, for these hundred years past, 
eDj<yred the privilege of rewarding the (Governor, for the time 
bduK, according to tKrir smM of his merit and services ; and few or 
uouA of their Gtovemors have complained, or had cause to complain, 
of a scanty allowance, ^yhen the late Governor Buxnet brought 
with him instructions to demand a tettUd salary of one thousand 
)>ounils sterling per annum, on him and all his successors, and the 
Assembly were required to fix it immediately, he insisted on it 
strenuously to the last, and they as constantly refused it. It ap. 
pears by their votes and proceedings, that they thought it an im- 
position, contrary to their own charter, and to Magna Charta ; and 
they judged that there should be a mutual dependence between 
(he Qov§mor and goveifned; ahd that to make the Governor inde 
pendent would be dangerous and destructive to their liberties, and 
the ready way to establish tyranny. They thought, likewiaei, that 
the province was not the less dependent on the Chx>wn of Great 
Biitatn, by the Gk) Verger's idepfiudihg immediately on them and 
his own good oonduot for an ample support; because all acts And 
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Their example was followed by manyf ^d our numbev 
went on growing continually. Tliis was one of the iirsi 
good effects of my having learned a little to scribble ; an- 
other, was, that the leading men, seeing a newspaper now in 
the hands of those who coulct also handle a pen, thought it 
convenient to oblige and encourage me. Bradford stiB 
printed the votes, and laws, and other public business. He 
had printed an address of the House to the Governor, in a 
coarse, blundering manner ; we reprinted it elegantly and 
correctly, and sent one to every member. They were 
sensible of the difterence, it strengthened the hands of our 

laws, which he might be induced to pass, must nevertheless be con- 
stantly sttit home for approbation in order to continae in force. 
Many other reasons were givrat, and argn:(nents used, in the course 
of the oontroTcrsy, needless to particularise here, because all the 
material papers renting to it have been already given in our public 
news. 

** Much deserved praise has the deceased Governor received for 
his steady integrity in adhering to his instructions, notwithstanding 
the great difficulty and opposition he met with, and the strong 
temptations offered from time to time to induce him to give up the 
point. And yet, perhaps, something is due to the Assembly (as the 
love and zeal of that country for the present establishment is f>cl^ 
well known to suffer any suspicion of want of loyalty), who con* 
tinue thus resolutely to ahi4e by what th&y tfeink th^ right, as^ 
that of the people they represent ; maugrd aU the arts and menaces 
of a Governor famed for his cunning and poUtics, backed with in- 
structions from home, and powerfully aided by the gr^t advan- 
tage sueh an officer always has of engaging the principal men of a 
place in his party, by oonfenTng where he please so many posts of 
profit and honour. Their happy mother co^ntry;wi|l perhaps ob- 
serve with pleasure, that though her gallant cocks and matchless 
dogs itbate their hatural fire fmd intrepidity, when transported to a 
foreign clime (as this nation is), yet her sons in the remotest pa^ 
of the earth, and even to the third and fourth descent, still retai|» 
that ardent spirit of liberty, and that undaunted courage, which 
have, in every age, so gloriously di^ftinguished Britons an# 
EifOLisuMKH from the rest of mankind."— W. T.T. 
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friends in. the House, and they voted us their printers for 
the year ensuing. 

Among my friends in the House, I must not forget Mr. 
Hamilton, before mentioned, who was then returned from 
England, and had a seat in it. He interested himself for 
me strongly in that instance, as he did in many others after- 
wards, continuing his patronage till his death. 

Mr. Yemon, about this time, put me in mind of the debt 
I owed him, but did not press me. I wrote to him an in- 
genuous letter of acknowledgment, craving his forbearance 
a little longer, which he allowed me. As soon as I was able, 
I paid the principal with the interest, and many thanks ; so 
that erratwH was in some degree corrected. 

But now another difficulty came npom me, which I had 
never the least reason to expect. Mr. Meredith's father, who 
was to have paid for our printing-honse, according to the 
expectations given me, was able to advance only one hun- 
dred pounds currency, which had been paid; and a hundred 
more were due to the merchant, who grew impatient and 
sued us all. We gave bail, but saw that if the money could 
not be raised in time, the suit must soon come to a judgment 
find execution, and our hopeful prospects must with us be 
rained, as the press and letters must be sold for payment, 
perhaps at half price. 

In this distress two true friends, whose kindness I have 
never forgotten, nor ever shall forget while I can remember 
anything, came to me separately, unknown to eaoh other ; 
and, without smy application from me, offered each of them 
to advance me all the money that should be necessary to 
enable me to take the whole business upon myself, if that 
should be practicable ; but they did not like my continuing 
the partnership with Meredith, who, as they said, was often 
seen drunk in the street, playing at low games in alehouses, 
much to our discredit. These two friends were William 
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Coleman and Bobert Grace. I told them I could not pro- 
pose a separation while any prospect remained of the Mere- 
diths fulfilling their part of our agreement, because I thought 
myself under great obligations to them for what they had 
done, and would do if they could; but if they finaUy failed 
in their performance, and our partnership must be dissolved 
I should then think myself at liberty to accept the assist 
anoe of my friends. 

Thus the matter rested for some time, when I said to my 
partner, ** Perhaps your father is dissatisfied at the part you 
have undertaken in this afiair of ours, and is unwilling to 
advance for you smd me what he would for you. If that i» 
the case tell me, and I will resign the whcde to you, and go 
about my business." " No," said he, ** my father has reaUy 
been disappointed, and is really unable, and I am unwilling 
to distress him further. I see this is a business I am not fit 
for. I was bred a farmer, and it was folly in me to come to^ 
town and put myself, at thirty years of age, an c^prentice to 
learn a new trade. Many of our Welsh people are going to 
•ettle in North Carolina, where land is cheap. I am in- 
clined to go with them, and f oUow my old employment ; yon 
may find friends to assist you. If you will take the debts oi 
the company upon you, return to my father the hundred 
pounds he has advanced, pay my little personal debts, and 
give me thirty pounds and a new saddle, I will relinquish 
the partnership and leave the whole in your hands.'* I 
agreed to this proposal ; it was drawn up in writing, signed, 
and sealed immediately. I gave him what he demanded, and 
he went soon after to Oarolina ; whence he sent me next 
y«alr two long letters, containing the best acco\uit that had 
been given of that country, the climate, the soil, and 
husbandry, for in those matters he was very judicious. I 
printed them in the papers, and they gave great satisfaction 
to the public 
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As soon as he was gone I recurred to my two friends, and 
l)ecause I would not give an unkind preference to either, I 
took half of what each had offered and I wanted of one, and 
half of the otter ; paid off the company's dehts, and went on 
with the business in m^ own name, advertising that the 
partnership was dissolved.' I think this was in or ahout the 
year 1729.* ' 

About this time there was a cry among the people for 
more paper-money ; only fifteen thousand pounds being ex- 
tant in the province, and that soon to be sunk. The wealthy 
inhabitants opposed any addition, being against all paper 
currency, from the apprehension that it would depreciate as 
it had done in New .England, to the injury of all creditors. 
We had discussed this point in our Junto, where I was on 
the side of an addition, being persuaded that the first small 
sum, struck in 1723, had done much good by increasing the 
trade, employlnent, and number of inhabitants in the 
province, since I now saw all the old houses inhabited, and 
many new ones building ; whereas I remembered well, when 
I first walked about the streets of Philadelphia, eating 
my roll, I saw many of the houses in Walnut Street, be- 
ween Second and Front Streets, with bills on their doors, 

* The dissolution of the pEUrtnersbip was &year later, as appeaxs 
hj the following agreement, transcribed fvova. the original in 
Franklin's handwriting, — En. 

" Be it remembered, that Stugh Meredith and Benjamin FranMin 
have this day separated as partners, ftndTvill henceforth act each on 
his own ooconnt ; and that the said Hngh Meredith, for a yalnable 
consideration by him received. |rom Jihe said Benjamin Frankhn, 
hath relinquished, and doth hereby relinquish, to the said Franklin, 
all claim, right, or property to or in the printing materials and stock 
heretofore jointly possessed by them in partnership ; and to all 
debts due to them as partners, in the course of liieir business ; which 
axe all from henceforth the sole property of the said Benjamin 
Franldin. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, this 
14th dAj of JtQy, 1730. Hugh Meredith." 
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** To he let,*^ and many likewise in Chestnut Street and other 
streets, which made me think the inhabitants of the city 
were, one after another, deserting it. 

Our debates possessed me so fully of the subject, that I 
wrote and printed an anonymous pamphlet on it, entitled, 
The Nature and Necessity of a Faper Currency.* It was well 
received by the common people in general ; but the rich men 
disliked it, for it increased and strengthened the clamour for 
more money ; and, they happening to have no writers among 
them that were able to answer it, their oppositicm slackened, 
and the point was carried by a majority in the House. My 
friends tiiere, who considered I had been of some service, 

• "It is little known, or set dovni to the oommendation of 
Franklin, that, when he was young in hnsiness, and stood in need 
of snndiy articles in the line of his profession as a printer, he had 
the ingenuity to make them for himself. In this way he founded 
letters of lead, engraved various printingfomaonents, cut wood-cuts, 
made printers' ink, engraved copperplate vignettes, and made his 
^ plate-press." — ^Watson's Annali of Philadelphia, p. 518. 

Mr. "Watson relates andther anecdote. He saya, that the " yellow 
willow tree/' now so acaaaMon throughout the conntry, was &rst in- 
troduced into America by Franklin. A wicker heusket made of 
willow, in which some foreign article had been imported, he saw 
epronting in a ditch, and directed some of the twigs to be planted. 
They took root, and from these shoots are supposed to have sprung 
all the yellow willows which have grown on this side of Hbe 
Atlantic. 

Chaptal ascribes to Franklin, also, the introduction of the agri- 
cultural use of plaster of Paris into the United States. " As this 
oeleihrated philosopher," says he, *' wished that the effects of this 
manure should strike the gaze of all miltivatcffB, he wrote in great 
letters, formed by the use of the ground plaster, in a field of clover 
lyic^ upon the great road, * This hoa heen •plastered'' The prodigious 
vegetation, which was developed in the plastered portion, led him 
to adopt this method. Volumes upon the excellency of plaster 
would not have produced so ^>eedy a revolution. Firom that period 
the Americans have imported great quantities ot plaster of Paris."'— 
Ohaftal's Agricultural Chemistry, Boston edition, p. 73.— Ed 
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thought fit to reward me, by employing me in printing the 
money; a very profitable job, and a great help to me. 
This was another advantage gained by my being able to 
write. 

The utility of this currency became by time smd ex- 
perience 80 evident, that the principles upon which it was 
founded were never afterwards much disputed ; so that it 
grew soon to fifty-five thousand poxmds ; and in 1739, to 
eighty thousand pounds ; trade, building, and inhabitants 
all the while increasing. Though I now think there are 
limits beyond which the quantity may be hurtful. 

I soon after obtained, through my friend Hamilton, the 
printing of the Newcastle paper money, another profitable 
job, as I then thought it ; small things appearing great to 
those in small circumstances ; and these to me were really 
great advantages, as they were great encouragements. 
Mr. Hamilton procured for me also the printing of the laws 
and votes of that government; which continued in my 
hands as long as I followed the business. 

I now opened a small stationer's shop. I had in it blanks 
of all kinds ; l^e correcteet that ever appeared among us. I 
was assisted in that by my friend Br^tnal. I had also 
paper, parchment, chapmen's books, &c. One Whitemarsh, 
a compositor I had known in London, an excellent workman, 
now came to me, and worked with me eonstantly and dili* 
gently ; and I took an apprentice, the son of Aquila Rose. 

I began now gradually to pay off the debt I was under for 
the printing-house. In order to secure my credit and cha- 
racter as a tradesman, I took care not only to be in rmUtf 
industrious and frugal, but to avoid the appearances to the 
contrary. I dressed plain, and was seen at no places of idle 
diversion. I neyer went out a fishing or shooting ; a book 
indeed sometimes debauched me from my work, but th«t 
was seldom, was private, and gave no scandal ; and, to show 
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that I 'was not above my business, I sometimes brought 
home the paper I purchased at the stores through the streets 
<m a wheelbarrow. Thus being esteemed an industrious, 
thriving young man, and paying duly for what I bought, 
the merchants who imported stationery solicited my custom ; 
others proposed supplying me with books, and I went on 
prosperously. In the meantime, Keimer's credit and busi- 
ness declining daily, he was at last forced to sell his print- 
ing-house, to satisfy his creditors. He went to Barbadoes, 
and there lived some years in very poor circumstances. 

His apprentice, David Harry, whom I had instructed 
while I worked with him, set up in his place at Philadelphia, 
having bought his materials. I was at first apprehensive of 
a powerful rival in Harry, as his friends were very able, 
and had a good deal of interest. I therefore proposed a 
partnership to him, which he fortunately for me rejected 
with scorn. He was very proud, dressed like a gentleman, 
lived expensively, took much diversion and pleasure abroad, 
^*an in debt, and neglected his business; upon which all 
business left him ; and, finding nothing to do, he followed 
Keimer to Barbadoes, taking the printing-house with him. 
There this apprentice employed his former master as a 
journeyman ; they quarrelled often, and Harry went con- 
tinually behindhand, and at length was obliged to sell his 
types and return to country "work in Pennsylvania. The 
person who bought them employed Keimer to use them, but 
a few years after he died. 

There remained now no other printer in Philadelphia but 
the old Bradford ; but he was rich and easy, did a little in 
the business by straggling hands, but was not anxious about 
it. However, as he held the post-office, it was imagined he 
had better opportunities of obtaining news, his paper was 
thought a better distributor of advertisements than mine, 
and therefore had many more ; which was a profitable thing 
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to him, and a disadvantage to me. For, though I did, indeed, 
receive and send papers by the post, yet the puhlic opinion 
was otherwise ; for what I did send was by bribing the riders, 
who took them privately ; Bradford being unkind enough to 
forbid it, wHch occasiohed some resentment on my part ; and 
I thought so meanly of the practice, that, when I afterwards 
came into his situation, I tiook care never to imitate it. 

I had hitherto continued to board with Godfrey, who lived 
in a part of my house, with his wife and children, and had 
one side of the shop for his glazier's business, though he 
worked little, being always absorbed in his mathematics. 
Mrs. Godfrey projected a match for me, with a relation's 
daughter, took opportunities of bring^ing us often together, 
till a serious courtship on my part ensued, the girl being in 
herself very deserving. The old folks encouraged me by 
continual invitations to supper, and by leaving us together, 
till at length it was time to explain. Mrs. Godfrey 
managed our little treaty. I let her know that I expected 
as much money with their daughter as would pay oiBE my 
/emauLLDg debt for the printing-house ; which I believe was 
not then above a hundred pounds. She brought me word 
they had no such sum to spare. I said they might mort- 
gage their house m the loan-oltice. The answer to this» 
after some days, was, tiiat they did not approve the match ; 
that, on inquiry of Bradford, they had been informed the 
printing business was not a profitable one, the types would 
soon be worn out and more wanted; that Keimer and 
David Harry had failed one after the other, and I should 
probably soon follow them ; and therefore I was forbidden 
the house, and the daughter was shut up. 

Whether this was a real change of sentiment or only arti- 
fice, on a supposition of our being too far engaged in affection 
^ to retract, and therefore that we should steal a marriage, 
which would leave them at liberty to give or withhold what 
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they pleeuied, I know not. But I suspected the motiye, re- 
•ented it, and went no more. Mrs. Qbdirey brought me 
afterwards some more favourable accounts of their dispo^- 
tion, and would have diawn me on again, but I declared ab- 
solutely my resolution to have nothing more to do with that 
family. This was resented by the Godfreys, we differed, 
and tiiey removed, leaving me the whole house, and I re- 
solved to take no more iidnates. 

But this affair having turned my thoughti^ to marriage, I 
looked round me and made overtures of acquaintance in 
other places, but soon found,' that, the business of a printer 
being g^erally thought a poor one, I was not to expect 
money with a wife, unless with such a one as I should not 
otherwise think agreeable. In the meantune, that hard 
to be governed passion of youth had hurried me frequently 
into intrigues with low women that fell in my way, which 
were attended with some expense and great inconvenience, 
besides a continual risk to my health by a distemper,, 
which of all things I dreaded, though by great good luck I 
escaped it. 

A friendly correspondence as neighbours had continued 
between me and Miss Bead's family, who all had a regard 
for me from the time of my first lodging in. their house. I 
was often invited there and consulted in their affairs, 
wherein I sometimes was of service. I pitied poor Mise 
Read's unfortunate situation, who was generally dejected, 
seldom cheerful, and avoided company. I considered my 
giddiness and inconstancy when in London, as, in a great 
degree, the cause of her uilhappiness ; though the mother 
was good enough to think the fault more her own than 
mine, as she had prevented our marrying before I went 
thither, and persuaded the other match in ihy absence. Our 
mutual affection was revived, but there were now great 
objections to our union. That matdi was indeed looked 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



S6 BBNJAMIK FRANIXIN. 

upon as invalid, a preceding wife being said to be living 
in England, but this could not easily be proved, because 
of the distance, &c. ; and, though theret was a report of his 
death, it was not certain. Then, though it should be 
true, he had left many debts, which his successor might be 
called upon to pay. We ventured, however, over all these 
difficulties, and I took her to wife, September Ist, 1730. 
None of the inconveniences happened that we had a^re* 
hended. She proved a good and &ithful helpmate, 
assisted me much by attending to the shop; we throve 
together, and ever mutually endeavoured to make each 
other happy. Thus I corrected that great erratum as well 
«8 I could. 

About this time, our dub meeting, not at a tavern, but in 
• little room of Mr. Grace's, set apart for that purpose, a 
proposition was made by me that, since our books were 
often referred to in our disquisitions upon the queries, it 
might be convenient to us to have them all together wheie 
we met, that upon occasion they might be consulted ; and 
by thus dubbiug our books in a conmion library, w« 
«hould, while we liked to keep them together, have ^ich of 
us the advantage of using the books of all the other mem- 
bers, which would be nearly as beneficial as if each owned 
the whole. It was liked and agreed to, and we filled one 
end of the room with such books as we could best spare. 
The number was not so great as we expected, and, though 
they had been of great use, yet some inconveniences oc- 
ourring for want of due care of them, the collection, after 
about a year, was separated, and each topk his books home 
•gain. 

And now I set on foot my first project of a public nature 
—that for a subscription library. I drew up the proposals, 
got them put into form by our great scrivener, Brockden, 
and by the help of my friends in the Junto, procured fifty 
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iabsmbers of forty shillings each to begin with, and ten 
shillings a year for fifty years, the term our company waft 
lo continue. We afterwards obtained a charter, the com- 
pany being increased to one hundred. This was the mother 
of all the North American subscription libraries, now so 
nnmerons '; it is become a great thing itself, and continually 
goes on increasing. These libraries have improved the 
general conversation of the Americans, made the common 
tradesmen and farmers as intelligent as most gentlemen from 
other countries, and perhaps have contributed in some degree 
to the stand so generally made throughout the colonies in 
defence of their privileges. 



CHAPTER VI.* 

At Hbe time I established myself in Pennsylvania, there 
was not a good booksdler's thop in any of the colonies ta 
the southward of Boston. In New York and Philadelphia, 
the printers were indeed stationers, but they sold only 
paper, almanacs, ballads, and a few common school-booka 
Those who loved reading were obliged to send for their 
books from England; the members of the Junto had 
eaoh a few. We had left the alehouse, where we first 
met, and hired a room to hold our club in. I proposed 
that we should all of us bring our books to that roorn^ 

* I>own to this period the Memoir was written in the year 177I» 
and the task was then laid aside for several years. In the mean^ 
time, the manuscript was shown to several of the author's friends, 
who pressed him to complete what he had begna. He aooordinglj 
yielded to their solicitations, and, to the part with which this 
chapter commences, he prefixed the following introductory remark% 
and also the two letters to which he alludes. 
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where they would not only be ready to oonfiult in owr 
oonferenceB, but become a ocmuaon benefit, each of 110 
being at liberty to borrow such as he wished to read at 
home. This was accordingly done, and lor some time 
contented us. 

Finding the advantage of this little collection, I proposed 
to render the benefit from the books more common, by c(»a- 
mencing a public subscription library. I drew a sketch of 
Che plan and rules that would be necessary, and got a skilful 
conveyancer, Mr. Oharles Brockden, to put the whole in 
form of articles of agreement to be subscribed ; by which 
each subscriber engaged to pay a certain sum down for the 
first purchase of the books, and an annual contribution for 
increasing them. So few were the readers at that time in 
Philadelphia, and the majority of us so poor, that I was not 
able, with great industry, to find more than fifty persons, 
mostly young tradesmen, willing to pay down for this pur- 
pose fwty shillings each, and ten shilOings per annum. 
With this little fund we began. The books were imported. 
The library was opened <me day in the week for lending 
them to subscribers, on their promissory notes to pay double 
the value if not duly returned. The institution soon mani- 
fested its utility, was imitated by other towns, and in 
other provinces. The libraries were augmented by dona- 
tions, reading became fashionable ; and our people, having 
no puUic amusements to divert their attention from study, 
became bettw acquainted with books, and in a few years 
were observed by strangers to be better instructed and more 
intelligent than people of the same rank generally are in 
other countries. 

When we were about to sign the above-mentioned 
articles, which were to be binding on us, our heirs, &o., 
for fifty years, Mr. Brockden, the scrivener, said, to u» 
** Ton are young men, but it is scarcely probable that anj 
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of yon will live to see the expiration of the term fixed in 
the infltrument." A number of us, however, are yet 
living ; but the instrument was after a few years rendered 
null, by a charter that incorporated and gave perpetuity to 
the company. 

The objections and reluctances I met with in soliciting 
the subscriptions made me soon feel the impropriety of 
presenting one's self as the proposer of any useful project 
that might be supposed to raise one's reputation in th& 
smallest degree above that of one's neighbours, when one 
has need of their assistance to accompli^ that project. I 
therefore put myself as much as I could out of sight, and 
stated it to be a scheme of a number of friends, who had 
requested me to go about and propose it to such as they 
thought lovers of reading. In this way my affair went on 
more smoothly, and I ever after practised it on such 
occasions; and from my frequent successes, can heartily 
recommend it. The present little sacrifice of your vanity 
win afterwards be amply repaid. If it remains a while 
uncertain to whom the merit belongs, some one more vain 
than yourself may be encouraged to claim it, and then 
even envy will be disposed to do you justice, by plucking 
those assumed feathers, and restoring them to their right 
owner. 

This library afforded me the means of improvement by 
constant study, for which I set apart an hour or two each 
day, and thus repaired in some degree the loss of th«-^ 
learned education my father once intended for mtv 
Reading was the only amusement J. allowed myself. I 
spent no time in taverns, games, or frolics of any kind ; 
and my industry in my business continued as inde&itigable 
as it was necessary. I was indebted for my printing- 
house ; I had a young family coming on to be educated,. 
and I had two competitors to cont(Bnd with for business 
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who were established in the place before me. My circum- 
•tances, however, grew daily easier. My original habits id 
frugality contiiruing, and my father having, among his in- 
structions to me when a boy, frequently repeated a proverb 
of Solomon, ^^ Seest thou a man diligent in hit calling, h$ 
thall stand before kingSy he shall not stand before mean men,** 
I thence considered industry as a means of obtaining wealth 
and distinction, which encouraged me, — though I did not 
think that I should ever literally stand before kings, which, 
however, has since happened ; for I have stood before Jive, 
and even had the honour of sitting down with one, the 
King of Denmark, to dinner. 

We have an English proverb that says, " Me that would 
thrive must ask his wife.^^ It was lucky for me that I had one 
as much disposed to industry and frugality as myself. She 
fwsisted me cheerfully in my business, folding and stitching 
pamphlets, tending shop, purchasing old linen rags for the 
paper-makers, &c. We kept no idle servants, our table 
was plain and simple, our furniture of the cheapest. For 
instance, my breakfast was for a long time bread and milk, 
(no tea), and I ate it out of a twopenny earthen porringer, 
with a pewter spoon. But mark how luxury will enter 
families, and make a progress, in spite of principle ; being 
called one morning to breakfast, I found it in a china bowl, 
with a spoon of silver ! They had been bought for me with- 
out my knowledge, by my wife, and had cost her the enor- 
mous sum of three and twenty shillings, for which she had 
no other excuse or apology to make, but that she thought 
her husband deserved a silver spoon and china bowl as weU 
es any of his neighbours. This was the first appearance 
of plate and china in our house ; which afterwards, in a 
course of years, as our wealth increased, augmented 
gradually to several hundred pounds in value. 

I had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian : but 
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Uioogh some of the dogmas of that persuasion, sach a* 
th0 $temal decree of God, sleetion, reprobatioHy ^., appeared 
to me imintellig^ble, others doubtful, and I early absented 
myself from the public assemblies of the sect, Sunday 
being my studying day, I never was without 8oib» 
religious jHrinciples. I never doubted, for instanoe, th* 
ezistenoe of a Ddty — ^that he made the world and goyemad 
it by 1^ proTidenoe — ^that the most acceptable service oi 
God was the doing good to man — ^that our souls are im^ 
mortal — and that all crimes will be puiiished, and virtue 
rewarded, either here or hereafter. These I esteemed th» 
essentials of every religion ; and, being to be found in all 
the religions we had in our country, I respected them all^ 
though with different degrees ol.reQ>ect, as I found them 
more or less mixed with other artioles, which, without any 
tendency to inspire, promote, or confirm morality, served 
prindpiJly to divide us, and make us unfriendly to one 
another. Tina req^t to all, with an opinion that the 
worst had some good effects, induced me to avoid all dis- 
oourse that might tend to lessen the good opinion another 
might have of his own religion; and as our province 
increased in people, and new places of worship were con* 
tinually wanted, and generally erected by voluntary contri* 
bution, my mite for such purpose, whatever might be the 
sect, was neverrefused. 

Though I seldom attended any public worship, I had 
still an opinion of its propriety, and of its utQity, when 
rightly conducted, and I regularly piedd my annual sub- 
scription for the su^K>rt of the only Presbyterian minister 
or meeting we had in Philadelphia. He used to visit me 
sometimes as a friend* and admonish me to attend hie 
administrations ; and I was now and then prevailed on to 
do so ; once for five Sundays successively. Had he been in 
my opinion a good preacher, perhaps I might have 
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4)oiitiiiued, notwithstanding the ocoaaion I had for Sunday's 
Ifiifore in my ooiine of study; but htf discourses were 
chiefly either polemic argfuments, or explications of the 
peculiar doctrines of our sect, and were all to me very 
dry, uninteresting, and tinedifying; since not a single 
moral principle was inculcated or enforced; their aim 
seeming to be rather to .malce us JPrubyteriafu than good 
tUitens, 

At length he took for his text &at verse of the fourth 
<^pter to the PhUippians : '* Finallf^, irethren, whaiaoevifr 
ihmgw are true, honesty Jutt, pure, lovely , or of good report, if 
there he any pirtue, or any prmeOf think on these .thinysj* 
And I imagined, in a sermon on such a text, we could not 
misB of having some morality. But he cdnfined himself to 
Ave points only, as meant by the apostle : 1. Keeping holy 
the Sabbatii day. 2. Bdng diligent in reading the. holy 
Scriptures. 3. Attending duly the public wbrship. 4. 
Partaking of the Sacrament. 6. Paying a due respect to 
<3h>d's ministers. Tb^Be mi^t be all good tiungs ; but, as 
ih€fy were not the kind of good things that I expected from 
that text, I despaired of ever meeting with them from any 
other, was disgusted, and attended his preaching no more. 
I had some years before composed a little liturgy or form 
of prayer, for my own private use (in 1728), entitled, 
Ariietes ofBeUefand Aete of EeUyion. I returned to the 
fise of this, and went no more to tiie publio assemblies. 
Ify conduct might be blameable, but I leave it, without 
attempting further to excuse it; my present purpost 
being to relate facts, and not to make apologies for 

It was about this time I conceived the bold and arduous 
project of arriving at iiwral perfeetum, I wished to live 
without committing any fault at any time» and to conquer 
all that either natural inclination, custom, or company, 
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might lead me into. Ab I knew, or thonght I knew, what 
was right and wrong, I did not see why I might not alway$ 
do the one and avoid the other. But I soon found I had 
updertaken a task of more difficulty than I had imagined. 
While my attention waa taken up, and care employed in 
g^narding against one fau^t, I was often surprised by another ; 
habit took the advantage of inattention ; inclination wai 
sometimes too strong for reason. I concluded at length, 
that the mere speculative conviction, that it was our in- 
terest to be completely virtuous, was not sufficient to pre- 
vent OUT slipping ; and that the contrary habits must be 
broken, and good ones acquired and established, before we 
can have any dependence on a steady, uniform rectitude of 
conduct. For this purpose I therefore tried the following 
method. 

In the various enumerations of the moral virtue* I had 
met with in my reading, I found the catalogue more or less 
numerous, as different writers included more or fewer ideas 
under the same name. Temperaneey for example, was by 
some confined to eating and drinking ; while by others it 
was extended to mean the moderating every other pleasure, 
appetite, inclination, or passion, bodily or mental, even to 
our avarice and ambition. I proposed to myself, for the 
sake of clearness, to use rather more names, with fewer ideas 
annexed to each, than a few names with more 'ideas ; and I 
included under thirteen names of virtues, aU. that at that time 
occurred to me as necessary or desirable ; and annexed to 
each a short preoept, which fully expressed the extent I gav» 
to its meaning. 

These names of virtues, with their precepts, were : 
. 1. Tbhfb&anob. — Eat not to dulness : dnnk not to ele- 
vation. 

2. SiLENCB. — Speak not but what may benefit others o* 
yourself ; avoid trifling conversation. 
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3. O&DEB. — Let all your things have their places; let each 
part of your bnsiness have its time. 

4. Uesolution. — Resolve to perform what you oaght; 
perform without fail what you resolve. 

6. Frttgalitt. — ^Make no expense hut to do good to 
others or yourself; that is, waste nothing. 

6. Industby. — ^Lose no time; be always employed id 
BO ething useful ; cut ofE all unnecessary actions. 

7 SmcEBiTY. — ^tJse no hurtful deceit ; think innocently 
•ind^ 'ustly ; and, if you speak, speak accordingly. 

8. JusTiCB. — ^Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitlang 
^ ^Jb.e enefits that are your duty. 

9. MoDBBATioN. — ^Avoid extremes ; forbear resenting in- 
jures, so much as you think they deserve. 

10. Clbanliness. — ^Tolerate no undeanliness in body, 
olothei^ or habitation. 

11. TRANauiLLiTT. — Be not disturbed at trifles, or at ac- 
cidents oommon or unavoidable. 

12. Chastity 

13. Humility.— Imitate Jesus and Socrates. 

My intention being to acquire the habitude of all these 
virtues, I judged it would be well not to distract my atten- 
tion by attempting the whole at once, but to fix it on ofi« of 
them at a time ; and, when I should be master of that, then 
to proceed to.another ; and so on, till I should have gone 
through the thirteen. And, as the previous acquisition of 
some might facilitate the acquisition of certain others, I 
arranged them with that view, as they stand above. Tern- 
peranee first, as it tends to procure that coolness and dear- 
ness of head whidi is so necessary, where constant vigilance 
was to be kept up, and a guard maintained against the un- 
remitting attraction of ancient habits and the force of 
perpetual temptations. This being acquired and estabHshed, 
SUmee would be more easy ; and my desire being to gain 
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knowledge, nt the same tune that I improved in virtae, and 
considering that in oonversation it was obtained rather by 
the use of the ear than of the tongue, and therefore wishing 
to break a habit I was getting into of prattling, punning, 
and jesting, which only made me acceptable to trifling 
company, I gave Silence the second place. This and the 
next. Order, I expected would allow me more time for at- 
tending to my project and my studies. Resolution, once 
become habitual, would keep me firm in my endeavours to 
obtain all the subsequent virtues ; Fntgality and Indmtrp 
relieving me from my remaining debt, and producing afflu- 
ence and independence, would make more easy the practice 
of Sincerity and JtMtiee, &c., &o. Conceiving then, that, 
agreeably to the advice of Pythagoras in his. Golden Verses, 
daily examination would be necessary, I contrived the fol- 
lowing method for conducting that examination. 

I made a littie book, in which I allotted a page for each 
of the virtues. I ruled each page with red ink, so as to 
have seven columns, one for each day of the week, marking 
each column with a letter for the day. I crossed these 
columns with thirteen red lines, marking the beginning of 
each line with the first letter of one of the virtues ; on which 
line, and in its proper column, I might mark, by a Httie 
black spot, every fault I found upon examination to have 
been committed respecting that virtue, upon that day.* 

I determined to give a week's strict attention to each of 
the virtues successively. Thus, in the first week, my great 
guard was to avoid every the least ofEence against Temper* 
anee ; leaving the other virtues to their ordinary chance, 
only marking every evening the faults of the day. Thus, if in 
the first week I could keep my first line, marked T, clear of 
spots, I supposed the habit of that virtue so much 
•trengthened, and its opposite weakened, that I might^ 

* Tlus Uttle book is dated Sunday, 1st Julj, 1733.— W. T. I*. 
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yentnre extending my attention to include the nert, and for 
';he folkywing week keep both lines dear of spots. Pro- 
ceeding thus to l^e last, I could get through a course com- 
plete in thirteen weeks, and four cours^tei in a year. And 
like him, -^o, having a garden to weed, does not attempt 
to eradicate all the bad herbs at once, which would exceed 
his reach and his strength, but works on one of the beds at 
a time, and, having accomplished ihe first, proceeds to the 
seccmd ; so I should have, I hoped, the encouraging pleasure 
of seeing on my pages the progress made in virtue, by < 
clearing successively my lines of their spots ; till in the end, 
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by a zramber of ocnmes, I ahoold be happy in Tiewing a 
olean book, after a thirteen weeks' daily examination. 

This my little book had for its motto, theee lines from 
Addison's Cato : 

** Here will I hold. If there's a power ahore m, 
(And that there is, all natoze cries Aloud 
Throogh all h«r works,) He most delight in virtae; 
And that which he deliffhts in most be happy." 

Another from Gioero : 

'* O Tits Philosophia dux I O Tirtotmn indagatiix expnltrixqne 
titioraml Unua dies, bene et «z poBoeptis tois aotii8,;peooanti im- 
mortalitati est anteponendns.** 

Another from the Proverbs of Solomon, speaking of insdimi 
orvirtve: 

** jMngth. of days is m ner right hand, and in her left hand ridiea 
and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace." 

And conceiTing Qod to be the fountain of wiedom, I 
thought it right and neoessaiy to solicit his assistance f ot 
obtaining it; to this end I formed the following little 
prayer, which was prefixed to my tables of examination, for 
daily use : 

powerftQ (Goodness I Vnmtifnl Father! merdtnl Guide I In. 
crease in me that wisdom, which discovers my truest interest. 
Strengthen my resolution to perform what that wisdom dictates. 
Accept my kind offices to thy other <diildren, aa the only return in 
my power for thy continual fayouxs to me." 

1 used also sometimes a little prayer which I took from 
Thomson's ^oemt, yiz., 

'< Father of light and life, thou Good Supreme t 
O teach me what is good; teach me Thyself I 
Save me from folly, vani^, and rice. 
From every low pursuit; and feed my soul 
With knowledge, conscious peace, and virtue pure | 
Sacred, subetantial never-fading bliss 1 ^ 
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The piecept of Order reqnirmg that every part efmy Irnei^ 
nest should have its allotted time, one page in my little book 
contained the following Bcheme of employment for the 
twenty-four hours of a natural day. 

I entered upon the execution of this plan for self-examina- 
tion, and continued it with occasional intermissions for some 
time. I was surprised to find myself so much fuller of faults 
than I had imagined ; but I had the satisfaction of seeing 
them diminish. To avoid the trouble of renewing now and 
then my little book, which, by scraping out the marks on 
the paper of old faults to make room for new ones in a new 
course, became fuU of holes, I transferred my tabled and 
precepts to the iY<»7' leaves of a memorandum book, on which 
the lines were drawn with red ink, that made a durable 
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stam ; and 6n thctse lines I marked my ftralts wit& ft Uack- 
lead pencil ; wliich marks I could easily wipe out with a 
wet sponge. After awhile I went through one course only 
in a year; and afterwards only one in several years, 
till at length I omitted them entirely, being employed in 
▼oyagds and business abroad "with a multiplicity of aftairs 
that interfered; but I always carried my Httlo book with 
me. 

My sdieme of Order gave me the most trouble : and I 
found, that, though it might be practicable where a man's 
business was such as to leave him the diqK>sition of his time, 
tidat of a journeyman printer for instance, it was not possible 
to be exactly observed by a master, who must mix with Htd 
world, and often receive people of business at their own 
hours. Order, too, with regard to places for things, papers, 
Ac, I found extr^nely difficult to acquire. I had not been 
early accustomed to method^ and, having an exceedingly good 
memory, I was not so sensible of the inconvenience attend- 
ing want of method. This article, therefore, cost me much 
painful attention, and my faults in it vexed me so much, 
and I made so little progress in amendment, and had such 
frequent relapses, that I was almost ready to give up the 
attempt, and content myself with a faulty character in that 
respect. Like the man, who, in buying an axe of a smith, 
my neighbour, desired to have the whole of its surface as 
bright as the edge. The smith consented to grind it bright 
for him, if he would turn the wheel ; he turned, while the 
smith pressed the broad face of the axe hard and heavily 
on the stone which made the turning of it very fotiguing. 
The man came every now and then from the wheel to see 
how the work went on ; and at length would take his axe 
as it was, without farther grinding. '< No,'' said the smith, 
*' turn on, turn on, we shall have it bright by-and-by ; as yet 
it is only speckled.*' ** Yes,^ said the man, ^hatl think 1 
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Kk0 a ip$ekUd 0x4 k$$t.** And I belieTB ihif may haTe bean 
the oaae with many, who, having for want ^f some inch 
means aa I employed lonnd the diffionlty of obtaining good 
and breaking bad habits in other points of vice and virtue 
have given up the straggle, and conohided that ** a tptck- 
led age it hetV^ For s(«Lething, that pretended to be 
reason, was every now and then soggesting to me, that 
sach extreme nicety as I exacted of myself might be a kind 
of foppery in monds, v^iich, if it were known, would make 
me ridioolons ; &at a perfect oharaoter mi^t be attended 
with the inconvenience of being envied and hated ; and that 
a benevolent man should allow a few faults in himself to 
keep his friends in countenance. 

In tmth, I found myself incorrigible with respect to 
fhrder; and now I am grown old, and my memory bad, I 
feel very sensibly the want of it. But on tha whole, though 
I never arrived at the perfection I had been so ambitious of 
obtaining, but fell far short of it, yet I was, by the endeav- 
our, a better and a happier man than I otherwise should 
have been, if I had not attempted it; as those who aim at 
perfect writing by imitating the engraved copies, though 
they never reach the wiahed-f or exceUence of those oopiei» 
their hand is mended by the endeavour, and ii tolerable 
while it continues fair and legible. 

It may be well my posterity should be informed, that to 
this littie artifice, with the blessing of Qod, their ancestor 
owed the constant felicity of his life, down to his seventy- 
ninth year, in which this is written. What reverses may 
attend the remainder is in the hand of Providence ; but, if 
they arrive, the reflection on past happiness enjoyed ou^t 
to help his bearing them with more resignation. To IWa- 
peranee he ascribes his long continned health, and what is 
atiU left to him of a good constitution ; to Induatry and Frugal- 
Up the early easiness ol his dmunstances and acquisitioii of 
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his fortune, with all that knowledge that enabled him to be 
a useful citizen, and obtained for him some degree of repu- 
tation among the learned ; to Sincerity and Justieey the con- 
fidence of his country, and the honourable employs it con- 
ferred 'upon him ; and to the joint influence of the whole 
mass of the virtues, even in the imperfect state he was able 
to acquire them, all that evenness of temper, and that cheer- 
fulness in conversation, which makes his company still sought 
for, and agreeable even to his young ftcquaintance. I hope, 
therefore, that some of my descendants may follow ih» 
example and reap the benefit. 

It will be remarked, that, though my scheme was not 
wholly without religion, there was in it no mark of any of 
the disting^uishing tenets of any particular sect. I had pur- 
posely avoided them ; for, being fully persuaded of the utility 
and excellency of my method, and that it might be serviceable 
to people in all religions, and intending some time or other 
to publish it, I would not have anything in it that should 
prejudice any one, of any sect, against it. I proposed writ- 
ing a little comment on each virtue, in which I would have 
shown the advantages of possessing it, and the mischiefs 
attending its opposite vice ; I should have called my book 
Ths A&t of YntTini, because it would have shown the means 
and manner of obtaining virtue, which would have distin- 
guished it from the mere exhortation to be good, that does 
not instruct and indicate the means; but is like the Apostle's 
man of verbal charity, who, without showing to the naked 
and hungry how or wheM they might get dothes or 
victuals, only exhorted them to be fed and dothed. Jams» 
ii. 16, 16. 

But it BO happened that my intention of writing and pub- 
lishing this comment was never fulfilled. I had, indeed, 
from time to time, put down short hints of the sentiment! 
and reasonings to be made use of in it ; some of which I 
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haye still by me ; but the hecessaiy close attention to pri- 
vate business in the earlier part of life, and public business 
cinoe» have occasioned my postponing it. For, it being 
connected in my mind with a great and extensive prqfeet, that 
required the whole man to execute, and which an unforeseen 
succession of employs prevented my attending to, it has 
hitherto remained unfinished. 

In this piece it was my design to explain and enforce 
this doctrine, that vieious actions are not hurtful because theff 
mre forbidden, but forbidden because they are hurtful, the 
nature of man alone considered; that it was, therefore, 
everyone's interest to be virtuous, who wished to be happy 
even in this world ; and I should from this circumstance 
(there being always in the world a number of rich mer- 
'chants, nobility, states, and princes, who have need of 
honest instruments for the management of their affairs, 
and such being so rare) have endeavoured to convince 
young persons that no qualities are so likely to make a poor 
man's fortune as those of probity and integrity. 

My list of virtues contained at first but twelve ; but a 
Quaker friend having kindly informed me that I was 
generally thought proud ; that my pride showed itself fre- 
quently in conversation ; that I was not content with being 
in the right when discussing any point, but was overbear- 
ing, and rather insolent, of which he convinced me by 
mentioning several instances , I determined to endeavour 
to cure myself, if I could, of this vice or folly among the 
rest ; and I added Sumility to my list, giving an extensive 
meaning to the word. 

I cannot boast of much success in acquiring the reality of 
this virtue, but I had a good deal with regard to the 
appearance of it. I made it a rule to forbear all direct 
contradiction to the sentiments of others, and all positive 
assertion of my own. I even forbid myself, agreeably to 
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the old laws ol our Junto, the use of every word or expiet* 
don in the language that imported a fixed opinion ; such a» 
certainly, undoubtedly, Ac., and I adopted instead of them* 
/ eoneeive, I apprehend, or / imagine^ a thing to be so or so ; 
or it so appears tome at present. When another asserted 
something that I thought an error, I denied myself the 
pleasure of contradicting him abruptly, and of showing 
immediately some absurdity in his proposition; and in 
answering I began by observing,, that, in certain cases or 
droumstances, his opinion would be right, but in th« 
present case there appeared or teemed to me some diSerence, 
&o. I soon found the advantage of this change in my 
manners; the conversations I engaged in went on more 
pleasantly. The modest way in which I proposed my 
opinions, procured them a readier reception and less con* 
tradiction ; I had less mortification, when I was found to be 
in the wrong ; and I more easily prevailed with others to 
give up their mistakes and join with me, when I happened 
to be in the right. 

And this mode, which I at first put on with some violence 
to natural inclination, became at lengfth easy, and sc 
habitual to me, that perhaps for the last fifty years no one 
has ever heard a dogmatical expression escape me. And to 
this habit (after my character of integrity) I think it prin- 
cipally owing that I had early so much weight with my 
fellow-citizens, when I proposed new institutions or altera- 
tions in the old ; and so much influence in public councils, 
when I became a member ; for I was but a bad speaker, 
never eloquent, subject to much hesitation in my choice of 
words, hardly correct in language, and yet I generally 
oanied my point 

In reality there is, perhaps, no one of our natural passions 
so hard to subdue as pride. Disguise it, struggle with it^ 
stifle it, mortify it as muob as one pleases^ it is still alive. 
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•nd will eyery now and then peep ont and ahow itMlf ; yon 
will flee it, perhaps, often in this history. For, even it I 
could conoeive that I had completely overcome it, I should 
prohably he proud of my kumilit^. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Hayino mentioned a ffreat and extensive project, which I had 
ooncelYed, it seems proper that some account should be 
here given of that project and its object. Its first rise in 
my mind appears in. the following HttiLe paper, acoidentaUy 
preserved, vis. : 

*' C^tavnsaJtioiM <m my reading histwy in tA« lAbrwry, Maig 9th» 1781. 

** That the great afEain of the world, the wars and revoliitioxis, 
axe carried on and effected by parties. 

" That the view of these parties is their present general intecest, 
or what they take to be suoh. 

'* That the different views of these different parties occasion all 
eonfosion. 

'* That while a party is oazrying on a general design, each man 
has his particular private interest in view. 

** That as soon as a party has gained its general point, each 
member becomes intent npon his particular interest ; which, 
thwarting others, breaks that party into divisions, and occasiona 
more confusion. 

<« That few in public affairs act from a mere view of the good o< 
their country, whatever they may pretend ; and, though their 
actings bring real good to their country, yet men primarily consi- 
dered that their own and their country's interest were united, and 
00 did not act from a principle of benevolence. 

** That fewer still in public affairs act with a view to the good of 
mankind. 

"There seems to me at present to be great occasion for raising a 
Unit«d l?arty fvr FifttM, by forming the virtuous and good men of 
aU nations into a regular body, to be governed by suitabie good and 
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wiw TfoHm, which good and wise men may probablj be mote 
ananimooB in their obedience to than common people are to 
common laws. 

" I at preeent Hhink that whoever attempts this aright, and it 
well qoalifled* oaimot fail of pleaahig Qod and of meeting witb 



ReTolying this project in my mind, as to be nndertakeii 
hereafter, when my circmnstances should afford me the 
necessary leisure, I pnt down from time to time on pieces 
of paper sach thoughts as occurred to me respecting it. 
Most of these are lost ; hnt I find one purporting to he the 
suhstance of an intended creed, containing, as I thought, 
the essentials of eveiy known religion, and being free of 
everything that might shock the professors of any religion. 
It is expressed in these words ; yiz : 

** That thexe is one Ood, who made all things. 
" That He governs the world by His providence. 
"That He ought to be worshipped by adoration, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. 
«* Bat that the most aooeptabia servio* to Ood is dotng good to 



« That the sonl is immortaL 

"And that God will certainly reward virtue and panish vioe^ 
either here or hereafter." 

My ideas at that time were that the sect should he 
begun and spread at first among young and single men 
only; that each person to be initiated should not only 
dedare his assent to such creed, but should have exercised 
himself with the thirteen weeks' examination and practice 
of the Tirtues, as in the before-mentioned model ; that the 
existence of such a society should be kept a secret, till it 
was become considerable, to prevent solicitations for the 
admission of improper persons; but that the members 
should, each of them, search among his acquaintance for 
ingenious, weU-disposed youths, to whom, with prudent 
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caution, the scheme should be gradually communicated. 
That the members should engage to afford their advice, 
assistance, and support to eadh other in promoting one 
another's interest, business, and advaneement in life. 
That, for distinction, we should be called thb societt or 
THB F&SB AND BAST. Free, as being, by the general 
practice and habits of the virtues, free from the dominion 
of vice ; and particularly, by the practice of industry and 
frugality, free from debt, which . exposes a man to con- 
straint, and a species of slayery to his creditors. 

This is as much as I can now recollect of the project, 
except that I communicated it in part to two young men 
who adopted it with some enthusiasm; but my then narrow 
circumstances, and the necessity I was under of sticking 
close to my business, occasioned my postponing the further 
prosecution of it at that time ; and my multifarious occu- 
pations, public and private, induced me to continue post- 
poning, BO that it has been omitted, tiU I have no longer 
strength or activity left sufficient for such an enterprise. 
Though I am still of opinion it was a practicable scheme, 
and might have been very useful, by forming a great 
number of good citizens ; and I was not discouraged by the 
seeming magnitude of the undertaking, as I haye always 
thought, that one man of tolerable abilities may work great 
changes, and accomplish great affairs among mankind, if 
he first forms a good plan ; and, cutting off all amusements 
or other employments, that would divert his attention, 
makes the execution of that same plan his sole study and 
business. 

In 1732, 1 first published my Almanac, mider the name 
of Riehwrd Sounder $; it was continued by me about twenty- 
five years, and commonly called Foor Riehard't Almamae, 
I endeavoured to make it both entertaining and useful, 
and it accordingly came to be Sn such demand, that I 
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reaped ooiLBiderable profit from it : vending annually neat 
ten thousand. And observing that it was generally read» 
scaroe any neighbourhood in the province being without 
it) I considered it as a proper vehicle for conveying in-* 
itruction among the common people, who bought scarcely 
any other books. I therefore filled all the l\ttle spaces^ 
that occurred between the remarkable days in the Calendar, 
with proverbial sentences, chiefly such as inculcated in* 
dustry and frugality, as the means of procuring wealth, 
and thereby securing virtue ; it being more difiioult f oi 
a man in want to act always honestly, as, to use here one of 
those proverbs, it u hard for an en^ty sack to.stand upright. 

These proverbs, which contained the wisdom of many 
ages and nations, I assembled and formed into a connected 
discourse prefixed to the Almanac of 1757, as the harangue 
of a wise old man to the people attending an auctioik 
The bringing all these scattered counsels thus into a focus, 
enabled them to make greater impression. The piece, 
being universally approved, was copied in all the newt- 
papers of the Ameiican Continent, reprinted in Britain on 
a large sheet of paper, to be stuck up in houses ; two trans- 
lations were made of it in France, and great numbers bought 
by the clergy and gentry, to distribute gratis among their 
poor pariahioners and tenants. In Pennsylvania, as it dia- 
oouraged useless expense in foreign superfiuities, some 
thought it had ks share of influence in producing that 
growing plenty of money, which was observable for several 
years after its publicatkm. 

I considered my newspaper, also, as another means of 
communicating instruction, and in that view, frequently 
reprinted in it extracts from the Spectator ^ and other moral 
writers ; and scmietimes published Httle pieces of my own, 
which had been first composed for reading in our Junto. 
Of these are a Socratic dialogue, tending to prove, that^ 
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whatever might be his parts and abilities^ a Ticioiu man ^Muld 
not properly be called a man of sense ; and a discourse on 
self-denial, showing that virtne was not secure, till its prao* 
tice became a haHtude, and was free from the opposition of 
eontrary inclinations. These may be found in the pi^Mn 
abont the biiginning of 1735. 

In the conduct of my newspaper, I carefully excluded all 
libelling and personal abuse, which is of late years become 
so disgraceful to our oouniary. Whenever I was solicited 
to insert anything of that kind, and the writers pleaded, 
as they generally did, the liberty of the press — and that a 
newi^per was like a stage-coach, in which any one who 
would pay had a right to a place—^ny answer was, that I 
would print the piece separately if desired, and the author 
might have as many copies as he pleased to distribute him- 
self., but that I would not take upon me to spread his de- 
traction, and that, having contracted with my subscribers 
to furnish them with what might be either useful or enters 
taining, I could not fill their papers with private alterca- 
tion, in which they had no concern, without doing them 
manifest injustice. Now, many of our printers make no 
scruple of gratifying the malice of individuals, by false 
accusations of tiie fairest characters among ourselves, 
augmenting animosity even to the producing of duels; and 
are, moreover, so indiscreet as to print scurrilous reflections 
on the government of neighbouring states, and even on the 
conduct of our best national allies, which may be attended 
with the most pernicious conse(}U6noes. These things I 
mention as a caution to young printers, and that they may 
be encouraged not to pollute thmr presses, and disgrace 
their profession by such infamous practices, but refuse 
steadily ; as they may see by my example, that such a 
course of conduct will not on the whole be injurious to their 
interests. 
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In 1733, I sent one of my journeymen to GhaxleBton, 
South. Carolina, where a printer was wanting. I fnmiahed 
him with a press and letters, on an agreement of partner- 
ship, by which I was to receiye one-third of the profits 
of the business, paying one-third of tbe expense. He 
was a man of learning, but ignorant in matters of ac- 
count; and, though, he sometimes made me remittances, 
I oould get no account from him, nor any satisfactory 
state of our partnership while he lived. On his decease, 
the business was continued by his widow, who, being bom 
and bred in Holland, where, as I haye been informed, 
tlie knowledge of accounts makes a part of female educa- 
tion, she not only sent me as dear a statement as she 
could find of the transactions past, but continued to ac- 
oount with the greatest regularity and exactness every 
quarter afterwards, and managed the business with, such 
success, that she not only reputably brought up a family 
of children, but, at the expiration of the term, was able 
to purchase of me the printing-house, and establish her son 
init. 

I mention this affair chiefly for the sake of recommending 
that branch of education for our young women, as likely to 
be of more use to them and their children, in case of widow- 
hood, than either music or dancing ; by preserving them from 
losses by imposition of crafty men, and enabling them to con- 
tinue, perhaps, a profitable mercantile house, with estab- 
lished correspondence, till a son is grown up fit to undertake 
and go on with it, to the lasting advantage and enriching of 
the family. 

About the year 1734, there arrived among us a young 
Presbyterian preacher, named Hemphill, who delivered with 
a good voice, and apparently extempore, most excellent dis- 
courses, which drew together considerable numbers of dif- 
iferent persuasions, who joined in admiring them. Among 
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the rest. I became one of his constant hearerf, his aermonfl 
pleasing me, as they had little of the dogmatical kind, but 
inculcated strongly the practice of virtue, or what in Hie 
religious style are called good works. Those, however, o^ 
our congregation, who considered themselyes as orthodox 
Presbyterians, disapproved his doctrine, and were joined by 
most of the old ministers, who arraigned him of heterodoxy 
>>6fore the synod, in order to have him silenced. I became 
his zealous partisan, and contributed all I could to raise a 
party in his favour, and combated for him awhile with some 
hopes of success. There was much scribbling pro and con 
upon the occasion, and finding, that, though an elegant 
preacher, he was but a poor writer, I wrote for him two or 
three pamphlets, and a piece in the Gazette of April, 1735. 
Those pamphlets, as is generally the case wiih contro- 
versial writings, though eagerly read at the time, were soon 
out of vog^e, and I question whether a single copy of them 
now exists. 

During the contest an unlucky occurrence hurt his cause 
exceedingly. One of our adversaries having heard him 
preach a sermon, that was much admired, thought he 
had somewhere read the sermon before, or at least a part 
of it. On searching, he found that part quoted at length, in 
one of the British Metfiews, from a discourse of Dr. Foster's. 
This detection gave many of our party disgust, who accord- 
ingly abandoned his cause, and occasioned our more speedy 
discomfiture in the synod. I stuck by him, however. I 
rather approved his giving us good sermons composed by 
others, than bad ones of his own manufacture ; though the 
latter was the practice of our common teachers. He after- 
wards acknowledged to me that none of those he preached 
were his own, adding, that his memory was such, as enabled 
him to retain and repeat any sermon after once reading only. 
On our defeat, he left us in search elsewhere of better 
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f ortime, and I quitted the congregatioi^ never attending it 
after, though I continued many years my subscription for 
the support of its ministers. 

I had begun in 1733 to study languages ; I soon made 
myself so much a master of the French, as to be able to read 
the books in that language with ease. I then undertook 
the Italian. An acquaintance, who was also learning it, 
used often to tempt me to play chess with him. Finding 
this took up too much of the time I had to spare for study, 
I at length refused to play any more, unless on this condi- 
tion, that the victor in every game should have a right 
to impose a task, either of parts of the grammar, to be 
got by heart, or in translations, which tasks the van- 
quished was to perform upon honour before our next 
meeting. As we played pretty equally, we thus beat one 
another into that language. I afterwards, with a little 
pains-taking, acquired as mnch of the Spanish as to read 
their books also. 

I have already mentioned that I had only one year's in- 
struction in a Latin school, and that when very young, after 
which I neglected that language entirely. But, when I 
had attained an acquaintance with the French, Italian, and 
Spanish, I was surprised to find, on looking over a Latin 
Testament, that I understood more of that language than I 
had imagined ; which encouraged me to apply myself again 
to the study of it, and I met with more success, as those 
preceding lang^uages had greatly smoothed my way. 

From these circumstances I have thought there is some 
inconsistency in our common mode of teaching languages. 
We axe told that it is proper to begin first with the Latin, 
and having acquired that it will be more easy to attain those 
modem languages which are derived from it; and yet we do 
not begin with the Greek, in order more easily to acqiiire 
the Latin. It is true that if we can clamber and get to the 
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top of a staircajse without using the steps, we shall more 
easily gain them in descending ; but certainly if we begin 
with the lowest, we shall with more ease ascend to the top ; 
and I would therefore ofEer it to the consideration of those 
who superintend the education of our youth, whether, since 
many of those, who beg^ with the Latin, quit the same 
after spending some years without having made any great 
proficiency, and what they have learned becomes ahnost 
useless, so that their time has been lost, it would not have 
been better to have begun with the French, proceeding to 
the Italian and Latin P For though after spending the same 
time they should quit the study of languages and never 
arrive at the Latin, they would however have acquired 
another tongue or two, that, being in modem use, might be 
serviceable to them in common life. 

After ten years' absence from Boston, and having become 
easy in my circumstances, I made a joamey thither to visit 
my relations ; which I could not sooner afford. In return- 
ing I called at Newport to see my brother James, then settled 
there with his printing-house. Our former differences were 
forgotten, and our meeting was very cordial and affectionate. 
He was fast declining in health, and requested me that, in 
case of his death, which he apprehended was not fax distant, 
I would take home his son, then but ten years of age, and 
bring him up to the printing business. This I accordingly 
performed ; sending him a few years to school before I took 
him into the office. His mother carried on the business till 
he was grown up, when I assisted him with an assortment of 
new types, those of his father being in a manner worn out. 
Thus it was that I made my brother ample amends for the 
service I had deprived him of by leaving him so early. 

In 1736, 1 lost one of my sons, a fine boy of four years 
old, by the smallpox, taken in the common way. I long re- 
gretted him bitterly, and still regret that I had not given it 
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to him by inoculation. This I mention for the sake oi 
parents ^ho omit that operation on the supposition that 
they should never forgive themselves if a child died under 
it ; my example showing that the regret may be the same 
either way, and therefore that the safer should be chosen. 

Our dub, the Junto, was found so useful, and afforded 
such satisfaction to the members, that some were desiroua 
of introducing their friends, which could not well be done 
without exceeding what we had settled as a convenient 
number, viz. twelve. We had from the beginning made it 
a rule to keep our institution a secret, which was pretty well 
observed ; the intention was to avoid applications of improper 
persons for admittance, some of whom, perhaps, we might 
find it difficult to refuse. I was one of those who were 
against any addition to our number, but instead of it made 
in writing a proposal that every member separately should 
endeavour to form a subordinate dub, with the same rules 
respecting queries, &c., and without informing them of the 
connection with the Junto. The advantages proposed were 
the improvement of so many more young dtizens by the use 
of our institutions ; our better acquaintance with the general 
sentiments of the inhabitants on any occasion, as the Junto 
member might propose what queries we should desire, and 
was to report to the Junto what pa9sed at his separate 
dub ; the promotion of our particular interests in businesa 
by more extensive recommendation, and the increase of our 
influence in public afEairs, and our power of doing good by 
spreading through the several dubs the sentiments of the 
Junto. 

The project was approved, and every member undertook 
to form his club ; but they did not all succeed. Five or six 
only were completed, which were called by different names^ 
as the Fin^, the Union, the JBa9td, They were useful to 
themsdves, and afforded na a good ^eel of amusement^ 
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information, and instruction ; besides answering, in 10016 
considerable degree, our views of influencing the public on 
particular occasions ; of which I shall give somd instances 
in course of time as they happened. 

My first promotion was my being chosen, in. 1786, derk 
of the General Assembly. The choice was made that year 
without opposition; but the year following, when I was 
again proposed (the choice, like that of the members, being 
annual), a new member made a long speech against me, in 
order to favour some other candidate. I was, however, chosen, 
which was the more agreeable to me, as, besides the pay for 
the immediate service of clerk, the place gave me a better 
opportunity of keeping up an interest among the members, 
which secured to me the business of printing the votes, laws, 
paper-money, and other occasional jobs for the public, that, 
on the whole, were very profitable. 

I therefore did not Uke the opposition of this new member, 
who was a gentieman of fortune and education, with talents 
that were likely to give him in time great influence in the 
House, which indeed afterwards happened. I did not, how- 
ever, aim at gaining his favour by paying any servile respect 
to him/but, after some time, took this other method. Having 
heard that he had in his library a certain very scarce and 
curious book, I wrote a note to him, expressing my desire 
of perusing that book, and requesting that he would do me 
the favour of lending it to me for a few days. He sent it 
immediately ; and I returned it in about a week with another 
note, expressing strongly the sense of the favour. When 
we next met in the House he spoke to me, which he had 
never done before, and with great civility ; and he ever 
after manifested a readiness to serve me on all occasions, so 
that we became great friends, and our friendship continued 
to his death. This is another instance of the truth of an 
old maxim I had learned, which says, ** He that hat <me$ dotu 
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fou a kmdne99 mil be more ready to do you tmother^ them h^ 
ioh&m you yourself have obliged,** And it shows how muob 
more profitable it is prudently to remove, than to resent, re» 
turn, and continue, inimical proceedings. 

In 1737, Colonel Spotswood, late governor of Virginia, 
and then postmaster-general, being dissatisfied with the 
conduct of his deputy at Philadelphia, respecting some 
negligence in rendering, and w^it of exactness in framing, 
his accounts, took from him the commission and offered it 
to me. I accepted it readily, and found it of great advan- 
tage : for, though the salary was small, it facilitated the 
correspondence tiiat improved my newspaper, increased the 
number demanded, as well as the advertis^onents to be 
inserted, so that it came to afford me a coninderable income. 
My old competitor's newspaper decHned proportionably, and 
I was satisfied without retaliating his refusal, while post- 
master, to permit my papers being carried by the riders. 
Thus he suffered greatly from his neglect in due accounting ; 
and I mention it as a lesson to those young ment who may 
be employed in managing affairs for others, that they should 
always render accounts, and make remittances, with great 
clearness and pimctuality. The character of observing such 
a conduct is the most powerful of all recommendationfl to 
new employments and increase of business. 

I began now to turn my thoughts to public affairs, be- 
ginning, however, with small matters. The city watch was 
one of the first things that I conceived to want reguIatioa4 
It was managed by the constables of the respective waxds in 
turn ; the constable summoned a number of housekeepen ta 
attend him for the night. Those, who chose never to attend, 
paid him six shillings a year to be excused, which waa 
supposed to go to hiring substitutes, but was in reality much 
more than was necessary for that purpose, and made the con- 
•tableship a place of profit : and the constable, for a UttW 
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^rink, often got saoh ragairniffinB about him as a cratch, that 
respectable housekeepers did not choose to mix with. 
Walking the rounds, too, was often neglected, and most of 
the nights spent in tippling. I thereupon wrote a paper, to 
he read in the Junto, representing these irregularities, but 
InfiiHting more particularly on the inequality of the six 
nhilling tax of the constable, respecting the drcumstancee 
of those who paid it ; since a poor widow housekeeper, all 
whose property to be g^uaided by the watch did not perhaps 
exceed the yalue of fifty pounds, paid as much as the 
weal^est merchant, who had thousands of pounds' worth 
of goods in his stores. 

On the whole I proposed as a more effectual watch the 
hiring of proper men to serve constantly in the business, and 
as a more equitable way of supporting the charge, the leyy- 
ing a tax that should be proportioned to the property. 
Tbia idea, being approved by the Junto, was communicated 
to the other dubs, but as originating in each of them ; and 
though the plan was not immediately carried into execution, 
yet, by ^eparing the minds of people for the change, it 
paved the way for the law obtained a few years after, 
when the members of our dubs were grown into more 
influence. 

About this time I wrote a paper (first to be read in the 
Junto, but it was afterwards published) on the different 
toddoits and carelessnesses by which houses were set on 
fire, with cautions against them, and means proposed of 
avoiding them. This was spoken of as a useful piece, and 
gave rise to a project, which soon followed it, of forming 
a company for the more ready extinguishing of fires, and 
mutual assistance in removing and securing of goods when 
in danger. Associates in this scheme were presently f oimd 
aifiounting to thirty. Our articles of agreement obliged 
•veiy member to keep always in good order, and fit for use^ 
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• certain number of leathern buckets, with strong bags and 
baskets (for packing and transporting of goods), which were 
to be brought to every fire, and we agreed about once a 
month to spend a social eyening together, in disooursing 
and communicating such ideas as occurred to us upon the 
subject of fires, as might be useful in our conduct on such 
occasions. 

The utility of this institution soon appeared, and many 
more desiring to be admitted than we thought convenient for 
one company, they were advised to form another, which was 
Accordingly done : and thus went on one new company after 
another, tOl they became so numerous as to include most of 
the inhabitants who were men of property ; and now, at the 
time of my writing this, though upwards of fifty years since 
its establishment, that which I first formed, called the Union 
Fire Company , still subsists ; though the first members are 
all deceased but one, who is older by a year than I am. 
The fines that have been paid by members for absence at 
the monthly meetings have been applied to the purchase of 
fire-engines, ladders, fire-hooks, and other useful implements 
for each company ; so that I question whether there is a 
city in the world better provided with the means of putting 
a stop to beginning conflagrations ; and, in fact, since these 
institutions, tiie city has never lost by fire more than one or 
two houses at a time, and the flames have often been es- 
tingtdshed before thf bouse in which they began has been 
iiaU consumed- 
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CHAPTER Vni. 



In 173^) arrived among us from Ireland the Reverend Mr. 
Whitefield, who had made himself remarkable there as an 
itinerant preacher. He was at fbrst permitted to preach in 
some of our churches ; but the clergy^ taking a dislike to 
him, soon refused him their pulpits, and he was obliged to 
preach in the fields. The multitudes of aU sects and de- 
nominations that attended his sermons were enormous, and 
it was a matter of speculation to me, who was one of the 
number, to observe the extraordinary influence of his 
oratory on his hearers, and how much they admired and 
respected him, notwithstanding his common abuse of them, 
by assuring them, they were naturally half bectsts and. haff 
devils. It was wonderful to see the change soon made in 
the manners of our inhabitants. From being thoughtless 
or indifferent about religion, it seemed as if aU the world 
were growing religious, so that one could not walk through 
the town in an evening without hearing psalms sung in 
different families of every street. 

And it being found inconvenient to assemble in the open 
air, subject to its inclemencies, the building of a house to 
meet in was no sooner proposed, and persons appointed to 
receive contributions, than sufficient sums weresoon received 
to procure the ground, and erect the building, which was 
one hundred feet long and seventy broad ; and the work 
was carried on with such spirit as to be finished in a much 
shorter time than could have been expected. Both house 
and ground were vested in trustees, expressly for the use of 
any preacher of any religiotu persttasion, who might desire to 
my something to the people at Philadelphia ; the design in 
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building being not to accommodate any particular sect, but 
the inhabitants in general ; so that even if tiie Mufti of 
Gonstantinople were to send a missionary to preach 
Mahometanism to us, he would find a pulpit at his service. 

Mr. Whitefield, on leaving us, went preaching all the ' 
way'iihrough the colonies to Georgia. The settlement of 
that province had been lately begun, but, instead of being 
made with hardy, industrious husbandmen, accustomed to 
labour, the only people fit for such an enterprise, it was 
with families of broken shopkeepers and other . insolvent 
debtors ; many of indolent and idle habits, taken out of the 
jails, who, being set down in* the woods, unqualified for 
clearing land, and unable to endure the hardships of a new 
settlement, perished in numbers, leaving many helpless 
children unprovided for. The sight of their miserable 
situation inspired the benevolent heart of Mr. Whitefield 
with the idea of building an Orphan House there, in which 
they might be supported and educated. Betuming north- 
ward, he preached up this charity, and made large collec- 
tions; for his eloquence had a wonderful power over the 
hearts and purses of his hearers, of which I myself was an 
instance. 

I did not disapprove of the design, but, as G^rgia was 
then destitute of materials and workmen, and it was pro- 
posed to send them from Philadelphia at a great expense, I 
thought it would have been better to have built the house 
at Philadelphia, and brought the children to it. This I 
advised ; but he was resolute in his first project, rejected 
my counsel, and I therefore refused to contribute. I hap- 
pened soon after to attend one of his sermons, in the 
course of which I perceived he intended to finish with a 
collection, and I silently resolved that he should get nothing 
from me. I had in my pocket a handful of copper money» 
three or f otkr silver dollars, and five pistoles in gold. As ha 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



120 BENJAMIN FBANKLIH. 

proceeded I began to soften, and concluded to give the 
oopper. Another stroke of his oratory made me ashamed 
of that, and determined me to give the sUver; and he 
finished so admirably, that I emptied my pocket whdJ^ 
into the collector's dish, gold and alL At this sermon 
there was also one of our dnb, who, being of my sentimentB 
respecting the building in G^rgia, and suspecting a collec- 
tion might be intended, had by precaution emptied his 
pockets before he came from home. Towards the con- 
clusion of the discourse, however, he felt a strong inclina- 
tion to gi^e, and applied to a neighbour, who stood near 
him, to lend him some money for the purpose. The 
request was fortunately made to perhajw the only man in 
the company who had the firmness not to be affected by the 
preacher. His answer was, "At any other time, Mend 
Hopkukson, I would lend to thee freely, but not now, for 
thee seems to be out of thy right senses." 

Some of Mr. Whitefield's enemies afEected to suppose that 
he would apply these coUections to his own private emolu- 
ment ; but If who was intimately acquainted with him, being 
employed in printing his sermons and journals, never had 
the IcAst suspicion of his integrity; but am to this day 
decidedly of opinion, that he was in all his conduct a 
perfectly honett man; and methinks my testimony in his 
favour ought to have the more weight, as we had no 
reUgious connection. He used, indeed, sometimes, to pray 
for my conversion, but never had the satisfaction *(d 
believing that his prayerp were heard. Ours was a mere 
dvil friendship, sincere on both sides, and lasted to his 
death. 

The following instance will show the terms on which we 
stood. Upon one oi^ his arrivals from England at Boston, 
he wrote to me that he should come soon to Philadelphia, 
but knew not where he could lodge when there, as he 
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vndenitood his old friend and .host, Mr. Beneiet, was 
remoYed to G^rmantown. My answer wai, '*Tou know 
mj house ; if you can make shift with its soanty accommo- 
dations, you will be most heartily welcome." He replied, 
that if I made that kind offer for Chrisfs sake I should not 
miss of a reward. And I returned, *' Don't let me be 
mistaken; it was not for Christ's sake, but for y<mr sake." 
One of our common acquaintance jocosely remarked, that, 
knowing it to be the custom of the saints, when they 
received any favour, to shift the burden of the obligation 
from ofi their own shoulders, and place it in heaven, I had 
contrived to fix it on earth. 

The last time I saw Mr. Whitefield, waa in Ixmdon, 
when he consulted me about his Orphan House ooncem, 
and his purpose of appropriating it to the establishment of 
a college. 

He had a loud and dear voioe^ and artioulated his words 
so perfectly, that he might be heard and understood at a 
great distance; especially as his auditors observed the 
most perfect silence. He preached one evening from the 
top of the Court House steps, which are in the middle of 
Market Street, and on the west side of Second Street, 
which crosses it at right angles. Both streets were filled 
with his hearers to a considerable distance. Being among 
the hindmost in Market Street, I had the curiosity to leazn 
how far he could be heard by retiring backwards down the 
street towards the river ; and I found his voice distinct till 
I came near Front Street, when some noise in that street 
obscured it. Imagining then a semi-drcle, of which my 
distance should be the radius, and that it was filled with 
auditors, to each of whom I allowed two square feet, I 
computed that he might well be heard by more than thirty 
thousand. This reconciled me to the newspaper accounts 
of his having preached to twenty-five thousand people im 
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the fields, and to the history of generals harangaing whole 
armies, of which I had sometimes doabted.* 

By hearing him often, I came to distinguish easily betweeo 
sermons newly composed, and those which he had often 
preached in the course of his travels. His delivery of the 
latter was so improved by frequent repetition, that every 
accent, every emphasis, every modulation of voice, was so 
perfectly well turned, and well placed, that, without being 
interested in the subject, one could not help being pleased 
with the discourse ; a pleasure of much the same kind with 
that received from an excellent piece of music. This is an 
advantage itinerant preachers have over those who are sta- 
tionary, as the latter cannot well improve their delivery of 
a sermon by so many rehearsals. 

His writing and printing from time to time gave great 
advantage to his enemies ; unguarded expressions, and even 
erroneous opinions, delivered in preaching, might have 
been afterwards explained or qualified by supposing others 
that might have accompanied them ; or they might have 
been d^ed ; but liUra teripta manet. Critics attacked his 
writings violently, and with so much appearance of reason 
as to diminish the number of his votaries, and prevent their 
increase. So that I am satisfied, that, if he had never 

* In the early part of bis life, Hr. Whitefield was preaching in an 
open field, when a drummer happened to he present, who was 
determined to intermpt hia pious husiness, and mdely beat his 
dram in a violent manner in order to drown the preacher'B voioe. 
Mr. Whitefield spoke very load, but was not as powerful as th« 
instrument. He therefore called out to the dmmmer in these 
words, " Friend, you and I serve the two greatest masters existing, 
bat in different callings ; yoa beat up for volunteers for King 
Oeorge, I for the Lord Jesus. In God's name, then, let us not 
interrupt each other; the world is wide enough for both, and we 
may get recruits in abundance." This speech had such an effect 
on the drummer that he went away in gpreat good humour, and left 
the preacher in full possession of the field. 
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written anything, he would have left behind him a <miK^ 
more numerous and important sect; and his repfutation 
might in that case have heen still g^wing even after his 
death ; as, there being nothing oi his writing on which to 
found a censure, and give him a lower character, his prose* 
lytes would be left at liberty to attribnte to him as great a 
Tariety of excellences, as their enthusiastio admiration 
might wish him to have possessed. 

My business was now constantly augmenting, and my 
circumstances growing daOy eaioer, my n6wspe^)ffr having 
become very profitable, as being for a time, ahnost the only 
one in this and the neighbomring provinces. I experienced 
too, Ihe truth of the observaiion, '* that aJUr getting th$ 
Jlrtt hundred pounds, it ie more eaey to pet the eeeond;** 
money itself being of a prolific nature. 

The partnership at OaroHna having sooeeeded, I was en- 
couraged to engage in others, and to promote several of my 
workmen, who had bdiaved well, by estabhafaing them in 
printing-hcmses in different colonies, on the same terms 
with that in Carolina. Most of them did well, being 
enabled at the end of our term, six years, to purchase the 
types of me, and go on working for themselves, by. which 
means several families were raised. Partnerships often 
finish in quarrels ; but I was happy in this, that mine 
were all carried on and ended andcaldy ; owing, I think, a 
good deal to the precaution of having very explicitly settled, 
in our articles, everything to be done by, or expected from, 
each partner, so that there was nothing to dispute ; which 
precaution I would therefore recommend to all who enter 
into partnerships ; for, whatever esteem partners may have 
for, and confidence in, each other at the time ot the con- 
tract, little jealousies and disgusts may arise, with ideas of 
inequality in the care and burden^ business, &c., which 
are attended often with breach ol friendship, and of 
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/ 
^6 ooimection ; perhaps with lawsuits and other disa g r oo - 

able consequences. 

I had, on the whole, abundant reason to be satisfied with 
my being established in Pennsylvania. There were, how- 
ever, some things that I regretted, there beiog no provi- 
sion for defence, nor for a complete education of youth ; 
no militia, nor any college. I, therefore, in 1743 drew up 
a proposal for establishing an Academy ; and at that time, 
thinlriTig the Beverend Richard Peters, who was out of 
employ, a fit person to superintend such an institution, I 
communicated the project to him; but he, having more 
profitable views in the service of the Broprietors, which 
succeeded, declined the undertaking; and, not knowing 
another at that time suitable for such a trust, I let th* 
scheme lie awhile dormant. I succeeded better the next 
year, 1744, in proposing and establishing a Fhiloscphical 
Society, The paper I wrote for that purpose will be found 
among my writings, if not lost with many others. 

With respect to defence, Spain having been several years 
at war against Great Britain, and being at length joined 
by France, which brought us into great danger ; and the 
laboured and long-continued endeavour of our governor, 
Thomas, to prevaQ with our Quaker Assembly to pass a 
militia law, and make other provisums for the security of 
the province, having proved abc»rtivo, I proposed to try 
what might be done by a voluntary subscription of the 
people. To promote this, I first wrote and published a 
pamphlet, entitled Plain Tbtttk, in which I stated our 
helpless situation in strong lights, with the necessity of 
union and discipline for our defence, and promised to pro- 
pose in a few days an association, to be generally signed 
for that purpose. The pamj^et had a sudden and sur- 
prising effect. I was called upon for the instrument of 
association. Having settled the draft of it with a few 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



BBKJAMHf FBAKKLIK. 125 

friends, I appointed a meeting of the citizens in the large 
"building before mentioned. The house was pretty full ; I 
had prepared a number ol printed copies, and provided 
pens and ink dispersed all over the room, I harangued 
them a little on the subject, read the paper, explained it, 
and then distributed the copies, which were eagerly signed, 
not the least objection being made. 

' When the company separated, and the papers were col- 
lected, we found about twelye hundred signatures; and other 
copies being dispersed in the country, the subscribers 
amounted at leng^ to upwards of ten thousand. These all 
furnished themselves as soon as they could with arms, formed 
themselves into companies and regiments, chose their own 
ofiBloers, and met every week to be instructed in the manual 
exercise, and other parts of military discipline. The women» 
by subscriptions among themselves, provided silk colours, 
which they presented to the companies, painted with dif- 
ferent devices and mottos, which I supplied. * 

* Tb» following are the derioes and mottos, m pmblished at the 
timA. 

*!. A lion erect, a naked fldmitar in one paw, thai other holding 
the Pennsjlvania aoatoheon. Motto : Potria, 

« 2. Thieeanns, wearing difEerent linen, raffled, pilain, and cheeked* 
the hands Joined by grasping each other's wrist, denoting thennioa 
of an ranks. Motto : Untta Virinu Valat, 

"8. An eagle, the emblem of Victory, descending from the skiiSk 
Motto: A Dto Victoria, 

**4, Tb» fignre of liberty sitting on a oabe, holding a spear with 
the cap of Freedom on its point. Motto : InegtkndbiUt. 

" 5. An armed man with a naked falchion in his hand. Motto : 
DeuB adjwMlt ForUt, 

"6. An elephant, being the emblem cf a warrior always on hia 
guard, as that cnatnre is said nerer to lie down, and hath his anas 
ever in readiness. Motto : Semper Parotus. 

**7. A city walled ronnd. Motto : Solus Paitrim Summa Lm. 

'*& A soldier with his piece recovered, ready to present. Motto t 
Btof^cmnqumrimm, 
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The officers of the companies composing the Philadelphm 
regiment being met, chose me for their colonel, but con- 
ceiving myself unfit, I declined that station, and recom- 
mended Mr. Lawrence, a fine person, and a man of influence, 
who was accordingly appointed. I then proposed a lottery 
to defray the expense of building a battery below the town 
and furnished with cannon. It filled expeditiously, and the 
battery was soon erected, ^e merlons being framed of logs, 
and filled with earth. We bought some old cannon from 
Boston ; but these not being sufficient, we wrote to London 
for more, soliciting at the same time our Proprietaries for 
eome assistance, though without much expectation of ob- 
taining it. 

Meanwhile Colonel Lawrence, Mr. Allen, Abraham Tay- 
lor, and myself were sent to New York by the associaton^ 

'* 9. . A coronet and plume of feathers. Motto : In Qod w« trust. 

"10. A man with a sword drawn. Motto : Pre Arts gt Foeit, 

"11. Three of the aasooiators, marching with their muskets 
shouldered, and dressed in different clothee^intimating the unanim- 
ity of the different sorts of people in the Association. Motto : Vi» 
Uniia ForUor, 

*'18, A musket and sword crossing each other. Motto: Pro 
Bege et Qrege. 

*' 13. Bepresentation of a glory, in the middle of which is wxcte^ 
Jbhotah-Nissi ; in English, The Lord our Banner, 

**14. A castle, at the gate of which a soldier stands sentineL 
Motto : Cwendo Tutus. 

**15. David, as he advanced against Goliath and ahmg the stone. 
Motto : In Nomine Domini, 

* 16. A lion rampant, one paw holding up a scimitar, another a 
«heaf of wheat. Motto : Vomine Protege Alimentum. 

** 17. A sleeping lion« Motto : £oum me if you dare. 

'* 18. Hope, represented by a woman standing clothed in hlua^ 
holding one hand on an anchor. Motto : Spero per deum Vinoere, 

**10. Duke of Cumberland, as a general, TSotboi Pro Deo etOeoirgit 



** 20. A sailor on horseback. Motto : Pro Libtrtate PaMa, " 
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eommissioaed to borrow some cannon of GK>yexnor dinton. 
He at first refused us 'peremptorily ; but at a dinner with 
bis ooandl, whese there was great drinking of Madeira wine, 
as the custom of that place thea Was, hesoltened by degrees, 
and said he would lend us six. jtJtet a few more bumpers 
he advanoed to ten, and at length he very good-naturedly 
conceded, eighteen. They were fine oaimon, eighteen- 
pounders, with their carriages^ which were soon trani^rted 
and mounted on our batteriesy where the assoctators kept a 
nightly guard, while the war lasted, and among the rest I 
regularly took my turn of duty there as a conmioo 
soldier* 

My aotiyity in these operations was agreeable to the 
goyemor and council ; they took me into confidence, and 
I was consulted by them jm every measure where their 
concurrence was thought useful to the Association. Galling 
in the aid of religion, I proposed to. them the proclaiming a 
fast, to promote reformation, and implore the blessing of 
Heayen on our undertaking. Hiey embraced the motion ; 
but, as it waa the first fast ever thought ol in the province, 
the secretary had no precedent from which to draw the pro- 
clamation. My education in New England, where a last is 
proclaimed every year, was here of some advantage ; I drew 
it in the accustomed style ; it was translated into (German, 
printed in both languages, and circulated through the pro- 
vinoe. This gave the dergy of the different sects aa oppor- 
tunity of inflnendng their oongregaticms to join the Associ- 
ation, and it would probably have been general among all 
but the Quakers, if the peace had not soon intervened. 

It was thought by some of my friends, that, by my activity 
in these affairs, I should offend that sect, and thereby lose 
my interest in the Assembly of the province^ where they 
formed a great majority. A young man, who had likewise 
some friends in the Assembly, and wished to succeed me at 
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their dmk, acquainted me, that it was dedded to displaoo 
me at the next election ; and he, through good will, advised 
me to resign, as more consistent with my honour than being * 
turned out. My answer to him was, that I hadread or heard 
of some public man, who made it a rule never to ask for an 
office, and never to refuse one when offered to him, ** I 
approve," said I, ** of this rule, and shall practise it with a 
small addition; I shall never atk, never refuie, nor ever 
BBSiGK an offioe. If they will have my office of derk to 
dispose of it to another, they diall take it from me. I will 
not, by giving it up, lose my right of some time or other 
wiA^lriwg reprisal on my adversaries." I heard, however, no 
more of this ; I was chosen again unanimously as clerk at 
the next election. Possibly, as they disliked my late in- 
timacy with the members CKf Oounoil, who had joined the 
governors in all the disputes about military preparatiooas, 
with which the House had long been harassed, they might 
have been pleased if I would voluntarily have left them ; 
but they did not care to displace me on account merely of 
my aeal for the Association, and they could not well give 
another reason. 

Indeed, I had some cause to believe that the defence of the 
country was not disagreeable to any of them, provided they 
were not required to assist in it. And I found that amuch 
greater number of them than I could have imagined, though 
against o^Swmmw war, were dearly for the de/mtiw. Many 
pamphlets pro and mm were published on the subject, and 
tome by good Quakers, in favour of defmee; which, I believe^ 
convinced most of their young people, 

A transaction in our ffire company gave me some insight 
into their prevailing sentiments. It had been proposed that 
we should encourage tiie scheme f <»r building a battery by 
laying out the present stock, then about sixty pounds, in 
tickets of the lottery. By our rules no money could be 
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disposed oltiU the ziezfc meeting after the im>po8al. Theoom- 
pany oonsistedof thirty members, of whom twenty-two were 
Quakers, and eight only of other persuasions. We eight 
pnnetiially attended the meeting, bat, though wo thought 
that some of tite Qaakers would joon us, we were by no means 
sure of a majority. Only one QuaJker, Mr. James Morris, 
ai^>eared to oppose the measure. He expnessed much sorrow 
that it had oTer been proposed, as he said Wrimtds were all 
against it, and it would create such discord as might break 
up the company. We told him that we saw no reason for 
that ; we were the minority, and if Trimdt were against 
the measure and out-voted «s we must and should, agree- 
ably to the usage of all sodetisst^ sulnnit. When the hour 
for busLuess arrived, it was moved to put this to the vote : 
he allowed we might do it by the rules, but, as he could 
assure us that a number of membecs intended to be present 
for the purpose of opposing it, it would be but candid to 
allow a little tibne for their i^pearing. 

While we were disputing this, a waster came to teU me 
that two gentlemen below desired to speak with me. I 
went down, and found there two of our Quaker members. 
They told me there were eigHt of them assembled at a 
tavern just by ; that they were determined to come and vote 
with us if there should be occasion, which they hoped would 
not be the case, and desired we would not call for their as- 
sistance if we could do without it, as their voting lor such 
a measure might embroil them with their elders and friends. 
Being thus secure of a majority, I went up, and, after a 
little seeming hesitation, agreed to a delay of another hour. 
This Mr. Morris allowed to be extremely lair. Not <mm of 
his opposing friends appeared, at which he expressed great 
surprise, and, at the expiration of the hour, we carried the 
resolution eight to one; and as ol the twenty-two Quakers 
eight were ready to vote with us, and thirteen by their 
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absence manifested H^Bi they were n<^ineImed'to oj^oee the 
measure ; I afteorwards estimated the pioportion of Qnaken 
sinoereiy against defence as one to twenty-one only. For 
these were all regfolar membera of the society, and in good 
reputation among tiitem, and who >faad notice of what was 
proposed at tha;t meeting. 

The honourable and learned Mr. Logan, who had always 
been of that sect) wrote on address to liiem, declaring his 
approbation of defmsiffe wtac, and supported his opinion by 
many s^ng arguments. He put into my hands sixty 
pounds to be laid out in lottery tiok^ for the battery, with 
direotions to apply what prizes might be drawn whoUy to 
that serrioe. He told me the following anecdote of his <dd 
mast^, William Penn, respecting defence* fie came over 
from England when a young maa, with that F»>prietaTy, 
and as his secretary. It was war time^ and thdr ship was 
chased by an anned vess^ supposed to be an enemy, l^eir 
captain prepared for defence, but told 'WUBam Penn and 
his company of Quakers that he did not expect their as- 
sistance, and they m^ht retire into -tiie cabin, which they 
did, except James Logan, who chose to stay upon deck, and 
was quartered to a gun. The supposed enemy proved • 
fri^d, so there was no ^;hting; but when the secretary 
went down to communicate the intelligenoe, WHHam Penn 
rebuked him severely for staying upon deck, and under- 
taking to assist in defending the vessel, contrary to the 
principles oi Friends, especially as it had not been re- 
quired by tile captain. This repitmand, being before all 
the company, piqued the secretary, who answered, '' I being 
thy servant, why did thee noborder me to come down? But 
thee was willing enough that I should stay and help to fight 
the ship when thee thought there was danger." 

My being many years in the Assembly, a majority 
of whidi were constantly Quakers, gave me frequent 
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opiNnrtnnltiM of leeing the embarraflsment given them by 
thciir principle agadnst war, whenever applioation was made 
to them, by order of the Grown, to grant aids for military 
puxpoaes. Th&y were imwilling to offend government, on the 
one hand, by a direct refusal, and their friends, the body of 
the Qnakers, on the other, by a comjdiance contrary to 
tibeir principles, using a variety of evasions to avoid com- 
plying, and modes of disguising the compliance when it be- 
came unavoidable. The common mode at last was to grai^i 
money undw the phrase of its being **for the King^t use/* 
and never to inquire how it was applied. 

But if the demand was not directly from the Crown, that 
phrase was found not so proper, and some other was to be 
invented. Thus, when powder was wanting (I think it was 
for the garrison at Louisburg), and the government of New 
iiittgland solicited^ grantof some from Pennsylvania, which 
WBI much urged on the House by Governor Thomas, they 
would not grant money to "bmy powder, because that was an 
ingredieat of war, but they voted an aid to New England of 
three thousand pounds to be put into the hands of the 
Qowwmat, and appro]^ted it for the purchase of bread, 
flour, wheat, or t>^er grain. Some of tiie Ck>uncil, desirous 
oi giving the House still further embarrassment, advised the 
Qovemor motto accept that provision, as not being the thing 
ho -had demanded, but he replied; << I shall take the money, 
for I umderstand l^ery well their meaning ; other grain ta 
Ifunpowderj*' ; whioh he accordingly bought, and they nev^ 
obJMtedtoit; 

It was m. •XkoAWk to thifli fact that, -when in our ^e o6m- 
-pa&y we feared the Biieoess of our proposal in favour of the 
lottery, and I had said to a friend of mine, one of" oulr 
numbers, " If we ftdl, let ua move the purchase of a fire 
engine with the money^ the Quakers can have no objection 
^tliat; askd then, If yoa nominate me, and I you; as a 
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; ooQUQittee for tiuit purpose, we will buy » great gun, wliioh 
ia certaiiily a ^9 .$ngin$.^^ " I aee," said he, *' you hafe 
improved by being so long in the Assembly; your eqid- 
Yocal project would be ju«^ a m^toh lor their .wheat or vUm^ 

Those embaxrassmeuts that thov Quakers snfEered, from 
haying established and published it as one of their ^nneqiles 
that no kind of war was lawful, and whioh, being once pub- 
lished, they could not afterwards, however th^ mig^ 
change their minds, easily get rid of, reminds me of what I 
think a more prudent conduct in another aeot among us, 
that of the Bunkers. I was acquainted with one of its 
founders, Michael WefEare, soon after it iq^peared. He 
complained to me that they were grieTOusly calumniated by 
the zealots of other persuasions, and charged with abomin- 
able principles and practices to which they were utter 
strangers. I told him this had always been the case with 
new sects, and that to put a stop to such abuse I imaguitd 
it might be well to publish the articles of their beUaf and 
the rules of their discipline. He said that it had been pro- 
posed among them, but not agreed to for this .reason: 
" When we were first drawn together a« a society," said ha^ 
'* it had pleased Qod to enlight^ our minds so far as.io ise 
that some doctrines which were esteemed truths were enon, 
and that others which we had esteemed eixoars were, real 
truths. From time to time he has been pleased to afiovd 
us further light, and our principles ha^e been impiOYBng 
and our errors diminishing. Now we are not sure that we 
are arriyed at the end of this progresswm and at the per- 
fection of spritual or theological ksfowledge, and we fear 
that if we should once print our ooaf ession of faith, ws 
ahould feel ourselvef as if boimd and oonfined by it, and 
perhaps be unwiUing tOvjreoeiTe further improvement, and 
our fiicoeasors still more fo^ aa oenoeiving what their eldera 
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■ad loiuiden had doae to be something sacred— never to be 
departed from." 

This modesty in a sect is perhaps a single instance in the 
history of mankqid, every other sect supposing itself in pos- 
•eflBi(»L of aU truth, and that those who differ are so far in 
the wroQg ; like a man travelling in foggy weather, those at 
some distanoe before him On the road he sees wrapped up in 
the fog as weU as those behind him, and also the people in 
the fields on each, side, but near him all appears clear, 
though, in truth, he is as much in the fog as any of them. 
To avoid this kind of embarrassment, the Quakers have of 
late years been gradually declining the public service in the 
Assembly and in the magistracy, choosing rather to quit 
their power than their principle. 

In order of time I should have mentioned before that 
. having, in 1742, invented an open stove for the better 
warming of rooms, and at the same time savimg fuel, as the 
fresh air was warmed in entering, I made a present of 
the model to Mr. Robert Grace, one of my early friends, 
wbo, having an iron furnace, found the casting of the plates 
lor these stoves a profitable thing, as they were growing in 
.^smand. To promote that demand I wrote and published 
a pamphlet entitled '' An Account of the new-invented 
Pennsylvanian Fire-places, wherein their Construction and 
Maimer of Operation are particularly explained, their ad- 
vantages above every other Method of Warming Booms de- 
monstrated, and all Objections that have been raised against 
the Use of them answered and obviated," &o. This pam- 
phlet had a good effect. Governor Thomas was so pleased 
with the construction of this stove, as described in it, that 
. ha offered to give me a patent for the sole vending of them 
lor a term of yearsi but I declined it from a principle which 
has ever weighed with me on such occasions, viz., that at 
, 9fi0 ^uy fr§9t mkMuUofifi from the inv&ntiom 9f 9th«r%^ im 
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thottld be glad of an opportunity to serve othen hy emy \ 
tion of ourSf and this toe should do freely and generously. 

An irozmioiiger in London, however, assuming a good 
deal of my pamphlet, and working it np into his own, ftnd 
making some small changes in the marline, which ratiier 
hurt its operation, got a patent for it there, and made, as I 
was told, a little fortune by it. And this is not the only in- 
Btauoe of patents taken out of my inventions by others, 
though not always with the same success ; which I never 
contested, as having no desire of profiting by patents my- 
self, and hating disputes. The use of these fire-places in 
very many houses, both here in Pennsylvania and the 
neighbouring States, has been, and is, a great saving ol 
wood to the inhabitants. 



CHAPTER rX. 

PftACB being concluded, and the Association business there- 
fore at an exkd, I turned my thoughts again to &e affair of 
establishing an academy. The first step I to6k was to as- 
sociate in the design a number of active friends, of whom 
the Junto furnished a good part ; the next was to write and 
publish a pamphlet, entitled, Froposals relating to the EdueO' 
tion of Touth in Pennsylvania, This I distributed among the 
principal inhabitants gp:titis ; and as- soon as I could suppose 
their minds a little prepared by the perusal of it, I set on foot 
a subscription for opening and supporting an acadraiy ; 
it was to be paid in q[Uotas yearly for five years. By so 
dividing it I judged the subscription might be larger; and I 
believe it was so, amounting to no less, if I remembet right, 
than five thousand poimds. 
In the introduction to these proposals, I stated thefr 
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pablic»ti€i& noA as an act of mine, but ol seme pubU^ 
9pirited gmtUmm ; avoiding as muck as I could, according 
to my usual rule, the presenting myself to the public as the 
author of any scheme for their benefit. 

The subscribers, to carry the project into immediate ex»- 
oation, tdiose out of their number twenty-four trustees, and 
appointed Mr. ErsnoaSi tben attomey^geneEal, and myself, 
to draw up constitutions for the government of the aca- 
demy ; which being done and signed, a house was hired, 
masters engaged, and the schools opened ; I think in the 
same year, 1749. 

The scholars increasing fast, the house was soon found 
too small, and we were looldng out for a piece of ground, 
properly situated, with intent to bmld, when accident 
threw into our way a large house ready bmlt, which with a 
few alterations might well serve oiir purpose. This was 
the buildiog before mentioned, erected by the hearers of 
Mr. Whitefield, and was obtained to us in the following 
manner. 

It is to be noted, that the contributions to this building 
being made by people of different sects, care was taken in 
the nomination of trustees, in whom the building and 
grotmd were to be vested, that a predominancy should not 
be given to any sect, lest in time that predominancy might 
be a means of appropriating the whole to the use of such 
sect, contrary to the original intention. It was for tlu» 
reason, that one ol each sect was appointed: viz., one 
Ghurch-of-Englaod man, one Pre^yterian, one Baptist, 
one Moravian, &e., who, in case of vacancy by death, were 
to fill it by election from among the contributors. The 
Moravian happened not to please his colleagues, and on his 
death they resolved to have no other of that sect. The 
difficulty then was, how to avoid having two of some other 
«x;t, by means of tiie new choice. 
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Several persons were xumied, and for that reason not 
agreed to. At length one mentioned me, with the obaer* 
vaticm, that I rras merely an honest man, and of no $eit at 
aJl^ which prevailed with them to choose me. The enthu- 
siasm, which existed when the house was built, had long 
since abated, and its trustees had not been able to prooare 
fresh contributions for paying the ground rent, amd dif- 
charging some other debts the building' had occasioned, 
which embarrassed tbem greatly. Being now a member of 
both boards of trustees, that for the building and that for 
the academy, I had a good opportunity of negotiating with 
both, and brought them finally to an agreement, by which 
the trustees for the building were to cede it to those of the 
academy ; the latter undertaking to discharge the debt, to 
keep for ever open in the building a large hall for ooca- 
sional preachers, according to the original mtention, and 
maintain a free school for the instruction of poor children. 
Writings were accordingly drawn: and, on paying the 
debts, the trustees of the academy were put in possession 
of the premises, and, by dividing the great and lofty hall 
into stories, and different rooms above and below for the 
several schools, and purchasing some additional ground, 
the whole was soon made fit for our purpose, and the 
scholars removed into the building. The whole care and 
trouble of agreeing with the workmen, purchasing mate- 
rials, and superintending the work, fell upon me; and I 
went through it the more cheerfully, as it did not then 
interfere with my private business ; having the year before 
taken a very able, industrious, and honest partner, Mr. 
David Hall, with whose character I was weU acquainted, as 
he had worked for me four years. He took off my hande 
all care of the printing-office, paying me punctually my 
share of the profits. This partnership c<»Ditinued eighteen 
years, successfully for us both. 
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The trustees of the academy, after a whiles were incor- 
porated by a charter from the governor ; their funds were 
increased by contributions in Britain, and grants of land 
from the Proprietaries, to which the Assembly has since 
made considerable addition ; and thus was established 
the present University of Philadelphia. I have been 
continued one ol its trustees from the beginning, now 
near forty years, and have had the very great pleasure 
of seeing a number of the youth, who have received their 
education in it, distinguished by their improved abilities, 
serviceable in public stations, and ornaments to their 
country. 

When I was disengaged myself, as above mentioned, 
from private business, I flattered myself that, by the 
sufBcient, though moderate, fortune I had acquired, I had 
found leisure during the rest of my life for philosophical 
studiea and amusements. I purchased all Dr. Spence's 
apparatus, who had come from England to lecture in 
Philadelphia, and I proceeded in my electrical experiments 
with great alacrity ; but the public, now considering me as 
a man of leisure, laid hold of me for their purposes ; every 
part of our civil government, and almost at the same time, 
imposing some duty upon me. The Governor put me into 
the- oommisaion of the peace ; the corporation of the city 
chose me one of the common council, and soon af t€»r 
alderoaan ; and the citizens at large elected me a biirgesa 
to xepresent them in the Assembly. This latter station 
was the viore agreeable to me, as I grew at length tired 
with sitting these to hear the debates, in which, as clerk, 
I could take no part ; and which were often so uninterest- 
ing, that I wai indCjced to amuse myself with making 
magio squares or circles, or ansrthing to avoid weariness ; 
and I ooDceived my becoming a member would enlarge my 
power of doing good. I would not, however, insinuate 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



138 BENJAMIN FBANEXIN. 

that my ambition was not flattered by all these pro- 
motions; it certainly was, for, considering my low he- 
ginning, they were great things to me; and they were 
still more pleasing, as being so many spontaneous testi- 
monies of the public good opinion, and by me entirely 
imsolicited. 

The office of justice d the pence' I tried a little, by 
attending a few courts, and sitting on the bench to hear 
causes ; but finding that more knowledge of the common 
law than I possessed was necessary to act in that station 
with credit, I gradually withdrew from .it ; excusing 
my.self by being obliged to attend the higher duties 6t 
a legislator in the Assembly. Hy election to this trust 
wa« repeated every year for ten years, without my erer 
asking any elector for his vote, or signifying, either 
directly or indirectly, any desire of being chosen. On 
taking my seat in the House, my son was appointed their 
derk. 

The year following, a treaty being to be held with the 
Indians at Carlisle, the Gbvemor sent a message to the 
House, proposing that they should nominate some of tikeir 
members, to be joined with some members - of Ooundl, aa 
commissioners for that purpose. The House named the 
Speaker (Mr. Norris) and myself ; and, being commissioned, 
we went to Carlisle, and met the Indians accordingly. 

As those i>eople are extremely apt to get drunk, and 
when so are very quarrelsome and disorderly, we strictly 
forbade the selling any liquor to them; and when tiiey 
complained of this restriction, we told them that if they 
would continue sober during the treaty, we would give 
them plenty of rum wheti the business was over. They 
promised this, and they kept their promise, because they 
could g^t no rum; and the treaty was conducted va*y 
orderly, and concluded to mutual satisfaction. They theci 
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claimed and received the mm ; this was in the aftem(K#n. 
They were near one hundred men, women, and children; 
and were lodged in temporary cabins, built in the form at 
a square, just without the town. In the eyening^ hearing 
a great noise among them, the commissioners walked to 
see what was the matter. We lound they had made a 
great bonfire in the middle of the square ; they were all 
drunk, men and women, quarrelling and fighting. Their 
dark-coloured bodies, half naked, seen only by the gloomy 
light of the bonfire, running after and beating one another 
with firebrands, accompanied by their horrid yellinga, 
formed a scene the most resembling our ideas of hell that 
could well be imagined. There was no appeasing the 
tumult, and we retired to our lodging. At midnight a 
number of them came thundering at our door, demanding 
more rum> of which we took no notice. 

The next day, sensible they had misbehaved in giving 
us that disturbance, they sent three of their old counsellors 
to make their apology. The orator acknowledged the 
fault, but laid it upon the rum; and then endeavoured to 
excuse the rum, by saying, ^^ The Great 8pirit, who made 
all things, made everything for some use ; and whatever 
use he designed anything ior, that use it should always be 
put to. Now, when he made rum, he said, ' L^t this b$fir 
th$ Indians U get drunk with;* and it must be so." And, 
indeed, if it be the design of Providence to extirpate these 
savages in order to make room for the cultivators of the 
earth, it seems not impossible that rum may he the 
i^pointed means. It has already annihilated all the tribos 
who formerly inhabited the sea-coast. 

In 1751, Dr. Thomas Bond, a particular. friend of mine, 
conceived the idea of establishing a hospital in Philadelphia 
(a very beneficent design, which has been ascribed to me^ 
but was originally and truly his), for the reception and out 
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of poor sick persons, whether inhabitants Of the provinoe 
or strangers. He was zealous and active in endeayouring 
to procure subscriptions for it; but the proposal being a 
novelty in America, and at first not well understood, hb met 
but with little success. 

At length he came to me with the compliment, that he 
found tiiere was no such a thing as carrying a public- 
spirited project through without my being concerned in it. 
" For,*' said he, " I am often asked by those to whom I 
propose subscribing, H(we you consulted Franklin on thU 
kmneta f And what does he think of it f And when I teU 
them that I have not, supposing it rather out of your line, 
they do not subscribe, but say, they will consider it** I 
Inquired into iiie nature and probable utility of this scheme, 
and receiving from him a very satisfactory explanation, I 
not only subscribed to it myself, but engaged heartily in the 
design of procuring subscriptions from others. Previously, 
however, to the solicitation, I endeavoured to prepare the 
minds of the people by writing on the subject in the news- 
papers, which was my usual custom in such cases, but which 
Dr. Bond had omitted. 

The subscriptions afterwards were more free and gene- 
rous; but, beginning to flag, I saw they would be insufficient 
without some assistence from the Assembly, and therefore 
proposed to petition for it, which was done. The country 
members did not at first relish the project. They objected 
that it could only be serviceable to the dty, and therefore 
the citizens alone should be at the expense of it; and they 
doubted whether the citizens themselves generally approved 
of it. My allegation on the contrary, that it met with such 
approbation as to leave no doubt of our being able to raise 
two thousand pounds by voluntary donations, they con- 
ridered as a most extravagant supposition, and utterly 
impossible. 
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On iSias I formed my plan ; and, asking leave to bring in 
a Bill for incorpoiating the contribators according to the 
prayer of their petition, and granting them a blank mm of 
money ; which leave wju obtained chiefly on the considera- 
tion tiiat the Honse could throw the Bill out if they did not 
like it. I <k«w it 80 as to make the important clause a con- 
ditiOBal one: vis. "And be it enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, that, whtm the said contributors shall have met 
and chosen their managers and treasurer, and shall have 
raised by their contributions a capital stock of two thousand 
pounds' value (the yearly interest of which is to be applied 
to the accommodation of the sick poor in the said hospital, 
and of charge for diet, attendance, advice, and medicines) 
and shaU makt the same appear to the eatiefaetion of the 
Speaker of the Assembly for the time beinff, that then it shall 
and may be lawful for the said Speaker, and he is hereby 
required, to sign an order on the provincial treasurer, for 
the payment of two thousand poimds, in two yearly pay- 
ments, to the treasurer of the said hospital, to be applied 
to the founding, building, and finishing of the same." 

This condition carried the Bill through ; for the members 
who had opposed the g^rant, and now conceived they might 
have the credit of being charitable without the expense, 
agreed to its passage. And then, in soliciting subscriptions 
among the people, we urged the conditional 'promise of the 
law as an additional motive to give, since every man's 
donation would be doubled; thus the clause worked both 
ways. The subscriptions accordingly soon exceeded the 
requisite sum, and we claimed and received the public gift, 
which enabled us to carry the design into execution. A 
convenient and handsome building was soon erected ; the 
Institution has by constant experience been found useful, and 
flourishes to this day ; and I do not remember any of my 
poHtioal manoeuvres the success of which at the time gave 
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ine more pleasure, or wherein, after thinking of it, I more 
ea^ly excused mysell for having made some use of 
cunning. 

It was about this time that another projector, the Beve^ 
rend Gilbert Tennent, c^me to me with a request, that I 
would assist him in procuring a subsmptioUsfor erecting n 
new meeting-house. It yfa» to be for the u;ae of a congre- 
gation he had gathered among the PreBbyt^rians, who were 
originally disciples of Mr. Whitefield. Unwilling to make 
myself disagreeable to my feUow citizen^ by too frequently 
soliciting their contributions, I absolutely refused. He then 
desired I would furnish him with a list of the names of 
persons I knew by e:Q>erience to be generous and public- 
spiritedf I thought it would be imbeooming in me, after 
their kind compliance with my solicitations^ to mark them 
out to be worried by other beggars, and therefore refused 
to give such a list. He then desire^ I would at least give 
him my advice. '* That I will readily do," said I ; " and, 
in the first place, I advise you to apply to all those who yon 
know will give something ; next to those who you are un- 
certain whether they will give anything or not, and dK»w 
them the list of those who have given ; ami lastly^ do not 
neglect those who yqu axe sure will give nothing ; for in 
some of them you may be mistaken." He laughed and 
thanked me, and said he would take my advice. He 
did so, for he asked of tveryhod/y ; and he obtained a mHch 
larger sum than he expected, with which he erected the 
capacious and elegant meeting-l^ouse that stands in Arch 
Street. 

Our city, though laid out with a beautiful regularity, the 
streets large, straight, and crossing each other at right 
angles, had the disgrace of suffering those streets to remain 
Ipng unpaved, and in wet weather the wheels of heavy 
carriages ploughed them into a quagmire, so that it was 
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diffioolt' to cro88 them ; and in dry weather the dust was 
oilensiye. I had Kved near what was called the Jersey 
Market, and saw with pain the inhabitants wading in mud, 
while purchasing their provisions. A strip of ground down 
the Buddie of that mai^et was at length paved with brick, 
so that, being once in the market, they had firm footing ; but 
were often over shoes in dirt to get ttiere. By talking and 
writing on the subject, I was at length instrumental in 
getting the street paved with stone between the market and 
ttt» brick foot pavement, l^t'was on the side next the 
houses. This, for 8c»ne time, gave an easy access to the 
market dry-shod; but, the rest of the street not being 
paved, whenever a carriage came out of the mud upon this 
pavement, it shook aS and left its dirt upon it, and it Was 
soon covered with mire, which was not removed, the city as 
yet having no scavengers. 

After some inquiry, I iound a poor industrious man, who 
was willing to undertake keeping the pavement clean, by 
sweeping it twioe a we^ «»rrying off tiie dirt from before 
all the neighbours' doors, for the i^um of sixpence per month, 
to be paid by each house. I then wrote and printed a paper 
setting t<aOi the ftdvatitages to the neighbourhood that 
might be dbteined from Una small expense; tiiie greater 
ease in keeping our houses dean, so much dirt not being 
brought in by people's feet ; the benefit to the shops by more 
custom, as buyers oould more eacoly get at them ; and by not 
having in windy weather the dust blown in upon their 
goods, &o., &o« I seal one of these papers to each house, 
and in a day or two went round to see who would subscribe 
an agreement to pay theses sixpences; it was iinanimously 
i%ned, and for a time well executed. All the inhabitants 
of the city were delighted with the cleanliness of the pave- 
■lent tiiat surrounded the mai^et, it being a convenience to 
all, and this raised a general desire to have all the streets 
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paved ; and. made the people more willing to labmic to a 
tax for that purpose. 

After some time I drew a bill for paving the dty, and 
hrought it into the Assembly. It was just before I went to 
England, in 1757, and did not pass till I was gone, and then 
with an alteration in the mode of asseseonent, which I 
thought not for the better; but with an additional pro- 
vision for lighting as well as paving the streets, which was 
a great improvement. It w^s by a private person, the late 
Mr. John Clifton, giving a sample of the utility of lan^ by 
placing one at his door, that the people were first impressed 
with the idea of lighting all the city. The honour of this 
public benefit has also been ascribed to me, but it belongs 
truly to that gentleman* I did but follow his example, and 
have only some merit to daim respecting the form of our 
lamps, as differing from the globe lamps we were at first 
suppUed with from London. They were found inconvenient 
in these respects : they admitted no air below ; the smoke 
therefore did not readily go out above^ but circulated in the 
globe, lodged on its inside, and 'soon obstructed the light 
they were intended to aJSord; givitig besidefls the daily 
trouble of wiping them dean ; and an aoddental stroke <mi 
one of them would demolish it, and render it totally useless. 
I therefore suggested the composing them of four flat panes, 
with a long funnel above to draw up the smoke, and crevices 
admittuig the air bdow to facilitate the ascent of the smoke ; 
by this means they were kept clea^ and did not grow dark 
in a few hours, as the London lamps do, but continued 
bright till monung ; and an acddental stroke would generally 
break but a single pane, easily rq^aired. 

I have sometimes wondered that the Londoners did not» 
from the effect holes in the bottom of the globe lamps used 
at Yauxhall have in keeping them dean, learn to have such 
holes in their street lamps. But^ these holes being made lor 
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another pnipofe, viz. to commmiicate flame more suddenly 
to the wick by a little flax hanging down throngh them, the 
other use, of letting in air, seems not to have been thought 
of ; and, therefore, after the lamps ha^e been lit a few hours 
the streets of London are Tery poorly illuminated. 

The mention of tiiese improvemcmts puts me in mind of 
one I proposed, when in London, to t>r. FothergiU, who was 
among the best men I have known, and a great pro- 
moter of useful projects. I had observedl^that the streets, 
when dry, were never swept, and the light dust carried 
away ; but it was suffered to accumulate till wet weather 
reduced it to mud ; and then, after lying some days so deep 
on l^e pavement that there was no [crossing but in paths 
kept clean by poor people with brooms, it was with great 
labour raked together and thrown up into carts, open above, 
tiie sides of which suffered some of the slush at every jolt 
on the pavement to shake out and fall ; sometimes to the 
annoyanoe of foot passengers. The rei<son given for not 
sweeping the dusty streets was, that the dust would fly into 
the windows of shops and houses. 

An acddental occurrence had instructed me how much 
sweeping might be done in a little time. I found at my 
door in CSraven Street, one morning, a poor woman sweeping 
my pavement with a birch-broom ; she appeared very pale 
and feeble, as just come out of a fit of sickness. I ai^ed 
who employed her to bweep there ; she said* " Nobody ; but 
I am poor and in distress, and I sweeps before gentlef olkeses 
doors, ana hopes they will give me something." I bid her 
sweep Hie whole street ^ean, and I would give her a 
ahining ; this was at nine o'clock ; and at noon she came for 
the shilling. From the slowness I saw at first in her work- 
ing, I could scarce believO that the work was done so soon, 
and sent my servant to examine it, who reported that the 
whole street was swept perfectly dean, and all ihe dugt 
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placed in the gutter, which was in the middle ; and the next 
rain washed it quite away, so that the pavement and even 
the kennel were perfectly cleans 

I then judged, that, if that feehle woman eould sweep 
such a street in three hours, a strong, active man might have 
done it in half the time. And here let me remark the con- 
venience of having hut one gutter in such a narrow street, 
running down its middle, instead of two, one on each side 
near the footway. For where all the rain that falls on a 
street runs from the sides and meets in the middle, it forms 
there a current strong enough to wash away all the mnd it 
meets with ; hut when divided into two channels, it is often 
too weak to cleanse either, and only makes the mud it finds 
more fluid; so that the wheels of carriages and feet of 
hordes throw and dash it upon the foot pavement, whioh is 
thereby rendered foul and slippery, and sometimes splash it 
upon those who are walking. My proposal, communicated 
to the Doctor, was as follows : . 

** For the more effectually cleaning and keeping dean the 
streets of London and Westminster, it is proposed, that the 
several watchmen be contracted with to have the dust swept 
up in dry seasons, and the mud raked up at other times, each 
in the several streets and lanes of his round ; that they be 
furnished with brooms and other proper instromefiyts for 
these purposes, to be kept at their respective stands^ veady 
to furnish the poor people they may employ in the service. 

<* That in the dry summer months the dust be all swept 
up into heaps at proper distances, before the shpps and win- 
dows of houses are usually ojpened ; when scavengers, with 
dose covered carts, shall alsa carry it all away. 

** That the mud, when, raked up, be not left in heaps to 
be spread abroad agaia by the wheels, of carriages and 
trampling of horses ; but that the scavengers be provided 
with bodies of carts, not plaoedr high upon wheels but li^ 
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wpefKk BUto9> witii lattice l>Gttom8, whidi, beings cor^red 
mth Btaraw, will zetain the mud thrown into them, and -pea^ 
ntit the water to drain from it; whereby it will become 
much lighter* water making the greatest part o< the weight. 
These bodiea <^ -carta to be placed at oonTenient distanoefly 
and the mud brought to them in whedbarrows : they r<e* 
iTii^f fii ny w^ere placed till the mud ia drained, and then 
horaea brought to draw them away.'* 

I have aince had doubts ci the practicability ol the latter 
part of this proposal, in all plaoesyon account ci the narrow* 
ness of some streets, and the difficulty of placing the dni!in<* 
ing-sleds so as not to encumbw too much the passage ; but 
I am still of opinion, that the former, requiring the dust to 
be swept up and carried away before the shops are <^pen, is 
very practicable in the summer, when the days are long; 
fer, in walking through the Strand and Fleet Street one 
ttiQEning at seven o'clock, I obserred there was not one shop 
open, though it had been daylight and the sun up aboye 
l^ree hours ; the inhabitants of London choosing yoluntarily 
to lire much by candle-light, and sleep by sunshine : and 
yet often com^^in, a little absurdly, of the duty on candles 
and the high price of tallow. 

Some may think these trifling matters not worth minding 
or relating; but, when they consider, that though dust 
blown into the eyes of a single person, or into a single shop 
in a windy day, is but of smaU importance, yet the great 
number of the instances in a populous city, and its frequent 
repetition, gives it weight and consequence, perhaps they 
will not censure very severely those who bestow some «t« 
tention to afiEsiirs of this seemingly low nature. Human 
lelicity is produced not so much by great pieces of good 
fortune that seldom happen, as by little advantages that 
oecur every day. Thus, if you teeu^ a poor young man 
to shave himself, and keep his razor in order, you may 
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oontribate more to iho happiness of his life than ia gi-dng him 
a thousand guineas. This sum may be soon spent, the regret 
only remaining of haying f oolisMy consamed it ; but in the 
other case, he escapes the frequent yezation of waiting 
for barbers, and of their sometimes dirty fingers, offensive 
breal^, and dull razors ; he shaves when most convenient 
to him, and enjoys daily the pleasure of its being done with 
a good instrument. With these sentiments I have hazarded 
tiie few preceding pages, hoping they may aflord hints, 
which some time or other may be useful to a city I love, 
having lived many years in it very happily, and perhaps to 
some of our towns in America. 

Having been 8(»nd time employed bytiiie postmaster- 
generaLof America, as his comptroller in reg^nlating several 
offices, and bringing the ofiScers to account, I was, upon his 
death, in 1763, appointed, jointly with Mr. William Hunter, 
to succeed him, by a commission from the postmaster-general 
in England. The American office had hitherto never paid 
anything to that of Britain. We were to have dz hundred 
pounds a year between us, if we could make that sum out of 
the profits of the office. To do this, a variety of improve- 
ments were necessary ; some of these were inevitably at first 
expensive ; so that in the first four years ihe office became 
above nine hundred pounds in debt to us. But it soon after 
began to repay us: and before I was displaced by a 
freak of the ministers, of whioh I shaQ speak hereafter, 
we had brought it to yield three times as much dear revenue 
to the Grown as the post-office of Ireland. Since that im- 
prudent transaction, they have received from it — ^not one 
farthing! 

The business of the post-office occasioned my taking a 
Journey this year to New England, where the College of 
Cambridge, of their owr. motion, presented me with the 
degree of Master of Arts. Yale College in Conneotiout had 
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befoire made me a ^siinilar compliment Thus, without 
itadying in any College, I came to partake of their honours. 
They were conferred in consideration of my improvements 
and disooTeries in the electric branch of natural philosophy 



CHAPTER X. 

Iir 1754, war with France being again apprehended, a 
eoDgieaa of commissioners from the different colonies was by 
an order of the Lords of Trade to be assembled at Albany ; 
there to confer with the chiefs of the Six Nations, concern- 
ing the means of defending both their country and ours. 
QoTomor Hamilton haying received this order acquainted 
the House with it, requesting they would furnish proper 
presents for the Indians, to be given on this occasion ; and 
naming the Speaker (Mr. Norris) uid myself to join Mr. 
John Penn and Mr. Secretary Peters as commissioners to 
act for Pennsylvania. The House approved the nomination 
and provided the goods for the presents, though they did 
not much like treating out of the province ; and we met the 
other commissioners at Albany about the middle of June. 

In our way thither, I projected and drew up a plan for 
the union of all the colonies under one government, so far 
as might be necessary for defence, and other important 
general purposes. As we passed through New Torl^ I had 
there shown my project to Mr. James Alexander and Mr. 
Kennedy, two gentlemen of great knowledge in public 
affairs ; and, being fortified by their approbation, I ventured 
to lay it before the congress. It then appeared that several 
of the commissioners had formed plans of the same kind. A 
previous question was first taken, whether a union should 
be established, which passed in the afi&rmative unanimouBly. 
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A oomjmttee was then appointed, one member from each 
colony, to consider the several phms and report. Mine 
happened to be preferred ; and, with a few amendments, was 
accordingly reported. 

By this plan the general goyemment was to be ad- 
ministered by a President-general, appointed and supported 
by the Crown ; and a grand council was to be chosen by 
the representatives of the people of the several colonies, met 
in their respective assemblies. The debates upon it in 
congress went on daily, hand in hand with the Indian 
business. Hany objections and diflculties were started; 
but at length they were all overcome, and the plan was 
unanimously agreed to, and copies ordered to be trans- 
mitted to the Board of Trade and to the Assemblies of the 
several provinces. Its fate was sing^ular ; the Assemblies 
did not adopt it, as they all thought there was too much 
prerogative in it ; and in England it was judged to have too 
much of the democratic. The Board of Trade did not 
approve it, nor recommend it for the approbation of his 
IVIajesty; but another scheme was formed, supposed to 
answer the same purpose better, whereby the governors ol 
the provinces, with some members oi their respective 
councils, were to meet and order the raising of troops, 
building of forts, &c., and to draw on the treasury of 
Great Britain for the expense, which was afterwards to be 
refunded by an Act of Parliament, laying a tax on America. 
My plan, with my reasons in support of it, is to be found 
among my political papers that were printed. 

Being the winter following in Boston, I had much conver- 
sation with Governor Shirley upon both the plans. Part ol 
what pia43sed between us on this occasion may also be seen 
among those papers. The different and contrary reasons of 
dislike to my plan makes me suspect that it was really the 
true medium ; and I am still of opinion it would have been 
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happy for both sides if it had been adopted. l%e colonies 
so united wotiM hare been sufficiently strong to have 
defended themselves ; there would then have been no need 
of troops ^rom England : of course the subsequent pretext 
tot taxing America, and the bloody contest it occasioned^ 
would have been avoided. But vadh. mistakes are not new ; 
history is full of the errors of states and princes. 

" Iiook round the habitable world, how few 
Know their own good, or, knowing it, pnrsae I ** 

Those who govern, having much business on their hands, 
do not generally like to take the trouble of considering and 
carrying into execution new projects. The best public 
measures are ther^ore seldom adopted from previous 
wisdom, but forced by the occasion. 

The Governor of Pennsylvania, in sending it down to the 
Assembly, expressed his approbation of the plan, ''as 
appearing to him to be drawn up with great clearness and 
strength of judgment, and therefore recommended it as 
well worthy of their closest and most serious attention." 
The House, however, by the management of a certain 
member, took it up when I happened to be absent, which I 
thought not very fair, and reprobated it without paying 
any attention to it at aU, to my no small mortification. 

In my journey to Boston this year, I met at New Toirk 
wi& our new Governor, Mr. Morris, just arrived therefrom 
Sngland, witii whom I had been before intimately ac- 
quainted. He brought a commission to supersede Mr. 
Hamilton, who, tired with the disputes his propiietaiy 
instructions subjected him to, had resigned. Mr. Morris 
asked me if I thought he must expect as uncomfortable an 
adndnistoition. I said, " No ; you may, <m l^e contrary, 
have a very comfortaUe one, if you will oidy take care not 
td enter into any dispute with ^e Assembly." *' My < 
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friend," laid he pleasantly, "how can yoa ad^iie my 
amding disputes P You know I love disptubing, it is one of 
my greatest pleasures; howe?er, to show the regard I 
haye for lyonr counsel, I promise you I will, if possible, 
ftToid them." He had some reason for lering to dii^ute : 
being eloquent, an acute sophister, and therefore generally 
successful in argrnnentatiTe conrersation, He had been 
brought up to it from a boy, his father, as I haye heard, 
accustoming his children to dispute with one another for 
his diTendon, while sitting at table after dinner; but I 
think the practice was not wise, for, in the course of my 
obseryation, those disputing, contradicting, and confuting 
people are generally unfortunate in their afiairs. They get 
•victory sometimes, but they never get goodwill, which would 
be of more use to them. We parted; he going to Phila- 
delphia, and I to Boston. 

In returning I met at New York with the Totes of the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, by which it appeared that, not- 
withstanding his promise to me, he and the House wore 
already in high contention ; and it was a continual battle 
between them as long as he retained the govenmient. I 
had my share of it ; for, as soon as I got back to my seat in 
the Araembly, I was put on every committee for answering 
his speeches and messages, and by the committees alwayi 
desired to make the drafts. Our answers, as well as his 
messages, were often tart, and sometimes indecently abusive ; 
and, as he knew I wrote for the Assembly, one might have 
imagined that when we met we could hardly avoid cutting 
throats. But he was so good-natured a man, that no personal 
diflerence between him and me was ocoasioned by the com* 
test, and we often dined together. 

One afternoon, in the height of this public quarrel, we 
met in the street. << Franklin," said he, "you must 90 
hone with me and spend the evening ; I am to have i 
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oompaxLy that yon will like ; '* and, taking me by the ann» 
led me to his house. In gay conversation oyer our wine 
after sapper, he told us jokingly that he much admired the 
idea of Sanoho Panza, who, when h was proposed to give 
him a government, requested it might be a government of 
blacks; as then, if he could not agree with his people, he 
mig^t sdUl them. One of his friends, who sat next to me, 
said, *' Franklin, why do you continue to side with those 
damned Quakers F Had you not better sell themP The 
Proprietor would give you a good price.'' " The Governor/' 
said If *'has not yet blacked them enough.'' He indeed 
had laboured hard to blacken the Assembly in all his 
messages, but tiiey wiped o£E his colouring as fast as he 
laid it on, and placed it, in return, thick upon his own face ; 
so that finding he was likely to be negrofied himself, he, as 
well as Mr. Hamilton, grew tired of the contest, and 
quitted the government. 

These public quarrels were all at bottom owing to the 
Proprietaries, our hereditary governors ; who, when any ex- 
pense was to be incurred for the defence of their province, 
with incredible meanness, instructed their deputies to pass 
no Act for levying the necessary taxes unless their vast 
estates were in the same Act expressly exonerated ; and they 
had even taken the bonds of these deputies to observe such 
instmctionsw The Assemblies for three years held out 
against this injustice, though constrained to bend at last 
At length Captain Denny, who was Governor Morrises 
successor, ventured to disobey those instructions ; how that 
was brought about I shsdl show hereafter. 

But I am got forward too fast with my story ; there are 
still some transactioM to be mentioned Ihat happened 
during the administration of Governor Morris.. 

War being in a manner commenced with France, tiie 
government of Massachusetts Bay projected an attack up<nk 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



IM BB27JAMIN FBANELnf. 

Grown Point, and sent Mr. Quincy to PeDBsylvaaia, and 
Mr. Pownall, afterwards Goyemor Pownall, to New York, 
to solicit assistance. As I was in the Assembly, knew its 
temper, and was Mr. Quincy's countrymain, he applied to 
me for my influence and assistance. I dictated his address 
^jO them, which was well reoeived. They voted an aid of 
ten thousand pounds, to be laid out in provisions. But 
the Goversor refusing his assent to their bill (which in^ 
eluded this with other sums granted for the use of the 
Crown), unless a clause were inserted exempting the pro- 
prietary estate from bearing any part of the tax that would 
be neoessaory; the Assembly, though very desirous of 
nyalnng l^eir grant to ^ew England effectual, were at a loss 
how to accomplish it. Mr. Quincy laboured hard with the 
Gevemor to obtain his assent, but he was obstinate. 

I then suggested a method of doing the business without 
the Governor, by orders on the trustees of the Loan Office, 
wldoh by law the Assembly had the right of drawing. 
Tliere was indeed little or no money at the time, in the 
office, asid, therefore, I proposed that the orders should be 
payable in a year, and to bear an interest of five per cent. 
With tiiese orders I supposed the provisions might easily 
be purchased. The Assembly, with very little hesitaticm^ 
adopted the prc^>osal. The orders were immediately 
printed, and I was one of the committee directed to sign 
and dispose of them. The fund for paying them was the 
interest of all the paper currraicy than extant in the pro- 
vince upon loan, together with the revenue arising from 
the excise, which being known to be more than sufficient, 
they obtained credit, and were not only taken in payment 
for the provisions, but many moneyed people, who had 
cash lying by them, vested it in those orders, which they 
found advantageous, as they bore interest while upon hand, 
and might on any occasion be used as money ; so tiiat they 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



BENJAMnr FRANKLIN. 155 

were eagerly all bought up, and in a few weebm none of 
them uras to be seen. Thus this important afEair was by my 
means oompleted. Mr. Quincy returned thanks to the 
AflsemMy in a handsome memorial, went home highly 
pleased wi3i the success of his embassy, and ever after bore 
for me the most cordial and aif eotionate friendship. 

The British government, not choosing to permit the 
imion of the colonies as pressed at Albany, and to trust 
that union with their defence, lest they ^ould (thereby 
grow too military, and feel tttar own strength, sus^acion 
and jealousies at this time being entertained of them, sent 
over G^eral Braddock, with^ two regiments of reg^ular Eng- 
lish troops for that purpose. He landed at Alexandria in 
^Virginia, and tiience marched to Fredrictown in Maryland, 
where he halted for carriages. Our Assembly apprehending 
from some information, that he had conceived violent pre- 
judices against tiiem, as averse to the service, wished me to 
wait upon him, not as from them, but as postmaster-general, 
under the guise of proposing to settle with him the mode of 
conducting with most celerity and certainty the despatches 
between him and the govem<»s of the several provinces, 
with whom he must necessarily have continual corres- 
pondence, and of which they proposed to pay the e:2q>en8e. 
My son accompanied mo on this journey. 

We found the General at Frederictown, waiting impa- 
tiently for the return of those he had sent through the back 
parts of Maryland arid Virginia to collect wagons. I 
stayed with him several days, dined with him daily, and 
had full opportunities of removing his prejudices, by the 
faif ormation of what the Assembly had before his Arrival 
actually done, and were still willing to do, to facilitate his 
operations. When I was about to depart, the returns of 
wagons to be obtained were brought in, by which it ap- 
peared that tihey amounted only to twenty-five, and not aU 
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of thoM werein flervkeftbleoQiiditioxL TheOfineral and aU 
the offioen were sarpriaed, declared the expedition was then 
at an ''end, being imposaible, and exclaimed against the 
ministera for ignorantly sending them into a eountry da- 
•titate ot the means of conTsying their stores, baggage, Scc^ 
not less than one limidred and fifty wagons being neoea- 
lary. 

I happened to say, I thought it was a pity th^y had not 
bean landed in Pennsylvania, as in that oauntey almoet 
arery fanner had his wagon. The General eagerly laid 
bold of my words, and said, '' Then yon, Six, who are a wuo^ 
of interest there, ean probably procure them for us, and I 
beg yon will undertake it." I asked what terms were to be 
offered the owners of the wagons, and I was desired to put 
<m paper the terms that appeared to me necesaary. This I 
did, uid they were agreed to, and a commision and instmo- 
tioos accordingly prepared immediately. What those terms 
were will appear in the advertisement I published as soon as 
I anived at Lancaster, which being, from the great and 
sudden effect it produced, apiece of some curiosity, I shall 
insert it at length as followsx— 

" AomBTnUMBNT. 

«• Lancaster, Aprfl 26th, 1755. 
** Whereas, one hundred and fifty wagons, with four hones to each 
wagon, and llffceen hundred saddle or paok-horses, are wanted for 
the aerrioe of his Majes^s fozees> now about to trendesyoua at 
Will's Creek; and his Excellency <3tensral Braddock haTixybean 
pleased to empower me to contract for the hire of the same, I 
hereby give notice, that I shall attend for that purpose, at Lancaster. 
from this day to next Wednesday evening ; and at York, from nsoEt 
Thursday morning tin Friday ereniug ; where I shall be ready to 
agree for wagons and teams, or single horses, on the following 
tMTms ; Tiz. 1. That there shall be paid for each wagon, with four 
g>3od horses and a driver, fifteen shillings per diem ; and fdr each 
able horse with a pack-saddle, or other saddle and fumitnxe, two 
w iitm; aad for eaob aibla toocse without 
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«iffhtoea penoefwr diMi. 2. That the pay oommaBM txam thetim* 
of th^ir Joiziixig the f oioeq* «t Will's Creel?:, which must be on or 
before the flOth of May eiisuing, and that a reasonable allowance 
be paid over and above, for the time necessary for their travelling 
to Will's Creek, and home again after their disdharge. 3. Saeh 
.wagon wad teaoi, and ereicy saddle or pack-horse is to be valned by 
indifferent persons* chosen between me and the owner ; and, in ease 
<d Hxa loss of any, wagon, team, or other horse in the service, the 
porioe according to such valoation is to be allowed and paid. 4. 
Seven days' pay is to^be advanced and paidin hand by me to the owner 
of each wagon and team* or horsey at the time of cont^^acting, if re- 
qniredi and the remaindar to be paid by Qeneral Braddock, or by 
the paymaster of the army, at the time of their discharge ; or from 
time to time, as it shall be demanded. 5. No drivers or wagons, or 
persons taking care of the hired horses, are on any account to- be 
called upon to do the duty of soldiers, or be otherwise employed 
than in conducting or takii^ care of their carriages or horses. 6. 
▲Ill oats, Indian com, or other forage, that wagons or horses bring 
to the camp, more than ^ necessary for the subsistence of the 
horses, is to be taken f <» the use of the army,t and a reasonable 
prioe paid for the same. 

" Jfott.— Hd^ pon, William Franklin, is empowered to enter into 
like oontracts with any person in Cumberland County. 

" B. FxtAlJTKLUf •" 

- To 1h$ InhahiUmU <{f th§ CouatiM of Lanctuter^ Tork^ and 

CiMnb«rlan«L 
" Friends and Countrymen, 

*■ Being occasionally at the camp at Frederic a few days sinoe, I 
found the (General and<^cers extremely exasperated on account of 
their not being supplied with horses and carriages, which had been 
expected from this province, as most able to furnish them; but, 
llironii^ the dissensions be^een our Gkyverncwand Assembly, mon^ 
kad not been provided, nor any steps taken for that purpose. 

' ' It was proposed to send anarmed force immediately into these 
counties^ to seize as many of the best carriages and horses as should 
be wanted, and compel as many persons into the service as would 
IM neoessaxy to drive and take care of them. 

'* I apprehended that the progress of British soldiers through 
these counties on such an occasion, espedally considering the 
temper they are in, and their resentment against us, would be 
aHended with many and great inconveniences to the inhabitaati» 
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t^ tiierAfote moro williugrly took tiie troubld of ttfh^g flMt whM 
ntight be done by fair and equitable Means. ' The people of these 
back countieB have lately complaixied to the Assembly, that a 
snffldient cun«noy was wantiugr; yon have an oppOrtcrbity of »e> 
DOiVing and dividing among you a very cODsidezaMe smn t for, if the 
aervioe of this expedition shbold oontiuue, as ft to more Hbm 
probable it will, for one hundred and twenty days, thla hire of 
these wagons and horseswill amount to upwards Of thirty thousand 
pounds ; which will be paid you in silver and gold of the Kihgls 
money. 

** The service win be Ught and easy, for the army will' scaroe 
march above twelve miles per day, and the wagons and baggage 
horses, as they carry those things that are absolutely necessary to 
the welfare of the army, must march with the army, and no faster ; 
and are, for the army's sake, always placed where ^ey csin. be most 
secure, whether in a march or in a camp. 

" If you are really, as I believe yon are, good and loyal subjects 
to 14s Majesty, you may now do a most acceptable service, and 
make it easy to yourselves; for three or four of such as cannot 
separately spare from the business of their plantations, a wagon 
and four horses and a driver, may do it together ; one famishing 
the wagon, another one or two horses, and another tiie driver, 
and divide the pay proportionably between you. But, if you do 
not this service to your King and country voluntarily, when such 
good pay and reasonable terms are offered to yon, your loyalty will 
be strongly suspected. The King's business must be done; so 
many brave troops, come so fax for your defence, must not 
stand idle through your backwardness to do what may be reason- 
ably ezpeotJBd firom you; wagOns and horses must be had; violent 
measures will probably be used ; and yon will be left to seek for it 
teoompenoe where you can find it, and your case pexfaaps be little 
pitied or regarded. 

** I have no partiealar interest In this affiKtr,' as, eteept th% 
satisfaction of Midenvonring to do good, I shaU have only my 
labonr for my pains. If this method of Obtaining tho wagons an4 
horses is not likely to suOdeed, I am obliged to m&A word to tike 
Oeneral in fourteen days ; and I suppose Sir John 8t. OUIr, tlie 
hussar, with a body of soldiers, will immediately «nteir tho'^yro- 
vinoe tot i^e purpose ; which I shall be sorry to hear, beeaoko I am 
vezy sincerely and truly yoof friend and well-wisher. 
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I received of the General about eight hmidred pounds, to 
be disbursed in advance money to the wagon owners ; but, 
that sum being insufficient, I advanced upwards of two 
hundred pounds more; and in two weeks, the one hun- 
dred and fifty wagons, with two hundred and fifty-nine 
carrying horses, were on their march for the camp. The 
advertisement promised payment according to the valua- 
ati(m in case any wagons or horses should be lost. The 
owners, however, alleging they did not know General 
Braddook, or what dependence might be had on his pro- 
mise, insiBted on my bOTid for the performance ; whidi I 
accordingly gave them. 

While I was at the camp, supping one evening with the 
of&cen of Oolonel Dunbar's regiment, he represented to 
me hia concern for the subalterns, who, he said, were 
generally not in affluence, and could ill afford in this dear 
country to lay in the stores ihat might be necessary in so 
long a mardi, tiirough a wilderness where nothing was to 
be purchased. I commiserated their case, and resolved to 
endeavour procuring them some relief. I said nothing, 
however, to him of my intention, but wrote the next 
mmning to the Committee of the Assembly, who had the 
disposition of some public money, warmly recommending 
the case of these officers to their consideration, and pro* 
posing that a present should be sent them of necessaries 
and refreshments. My son, who had some experience of 
a camp life, and of its wants, drew up a list for me, which 
I enclosed in my letter. The committee {^proved, and 
used such diligence, that, conducted by my son, the stores- 
arrived at the camp as soon as the wagons. They consisted 
of twenty parcels, each containing 

611)8. loaf sugar. 1 keg oontaming BOlbs. good 

6 do. Muscovado da butter. 

1 do. green tea. 8 dozen old Madeira trine. 
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1 do. bolifia d<H taa. 2 galloiui Jamalea spintak 

6 do. ground ooff ee. 1 bottle flour of mostaxd. 

6 do. chooolate. 2 well-cured hams. 

\ chest best white bisonit. } dozen dried tongoea. 

ilb. pepper. Gibs, rioe 

I qniirt white vinegar. fflba. xaisinaL 
1 Qloaoester cheese. 



Thbse parcels, well packed, were placed on as many 
hones, each parcel, with the hcose, being intended as a 
pres^at for one officer. They were rery thankfully received, 
and the kindness acknowledged by letters to me, from the 
colonels of both regiments, in the most gratefnl tenns. 
The General, too, was highly satisfied with my oonduot in 
procuring him the wagons, and readily paid my aooonnt of 
disbursements; thanking me repeatedly, and zequesting 
my further assistance in sending provisions after him. I 
undertook this also, and was busily employed in it till we 
heard of his defeat ; advancing for the service, of my own 
money, upwards of one thousand pounds sterling ; of which 
I sent him an account. It came to his hands, luckily for 
me, a few days before the battle, and he returned me im- 
mediately an order on the paymaster for the round sum 
of one thousand pounds, leaving tiie remainder to the 
next account. I consider this payment as good luck, 
having never been able to obtain the remainder ; of which 
more hereafter. 

This General was, I think, a brave man, and might pro- 
bably have made a figure as a good officer in some European 
war. But he had too much self-confidence, too high an 
opinion of 'the validity^f reg^ular troops, and too mean a 
one of both Americans and Indians. George Oroghan, 
our Indian interpreter, joined him on his march with one 
hundred of those people, who might have been of great 
use to his army as guides and scouts, if he had treated them 
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kindly ; but he slighted and neglected them, and they giad- 
nally left him. 

In conversation with him one day, he was giving me 
some acconnt of his intended progress. "After taking 
Fort Duqnesne," said he, '^ L am to proceed to Niagara ; 
and, having taken that, to Frontenac, if the seefion will 
allow time, and I snppose it will ; for Duquesne can hardly 
detain me above three or four days, and then I see nothing 
that can obstruct my march to Niagara." Having before 
revolved in my mind the long line his army must make in 
their march by a very narrow road, to be cut for them 
through the woods and bushes, and also what I had read of 
a former defeat of fifteen hundred French, who invaded the 
Illinois country, I had conceived some doubts and some 
fears for the event of the campaign. But I ventured only 
to say, ** To be sore, Sir, if you arrive well before Duquesne, 
with these fine troops, so well provided with artillery, the 
fort, though completely fortified, and assisted with a very 
strong garrison, can probably make but a short resistance. 
The only danger I apprehend of obstruction to your maroh^ 
is from the ambuscades of the Indians, who, by constant 
practice, are dexterous in laying and executing them ; and 
the slender line, near four .miles long, which your army ' 
must make, may expose it to be attacked by surprise in its 
fianks, and to be cut like a thread into several pieces, 
which, from their distance cannot come up in time to support 
each other." 

He smiled at my ignorance, and replied, '' These savages 
may indeed be a formidable enemy to your raw American 
militia, but upon the King's reg^ular and discipUned troops, 
Sir, it is impossible they should make any impression.^' I 
was conscious of an impropriety in my disputing with a 
military man in matters of his profession, and said no more. 
The enemy, however, did not take the advantage of his 
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anny, which I apprehended its long line of march exposed 
it to, but let it advance without interruption till within nine 
miles of the place ; and then, when more in a body (for 
it had just passed a river, where the front had halted till 
all were come over,) and in a more open part of the woods 
than any it had passed, attacked its advanced guard by a 
heavy fire from behind trees and bushes ; whidi was the 
first intelligence the Greneral had of an enemy's being near 
him. This guard being disordered, the General hurried the 
troops up to their assistance, which was done in great 
confusion through wagons, baggage, and cattle, and pre- 
sently the fire came upon their flsmk. The officers being 
on horseback were more easily distinguished, picked out 
as marks, and fell very fast ; and the soldiers were crowded 
together in a huddle, having or hearing no orders, and 
standing to be shot at till two-thirds of them were killed, 
and then, being seissed with a panic, the remainder fled with 
precipitation. 

The wagoners took each a horse out of his team and 
scampered. Their example was immediately followed by 
others, so that all the wagons, provisions, artillery, and 
stores, were left to the enemy. The General being 
wounded, was brought off with difficulty; his secretary, 
Mr. Shirley, was killed by his side, and out of eighty-six 
officers, sixty-three were killed or wounded, and seven hun- 
dred and fourteen men killed of eleven hundred. These 
eleven hundred had been picked men from the whole army ; 
the rest had been left behind with Colonel Dunbar, who 
was to follow with the heavier part of the stores, provisions, 
and baggage. The flyers, not being pursued, arrived at 
Dunbar's camp, and the panic they brought with them 
ingtantly seized him and all his people. And, though he 
had now above one thousand men, and the enemy who had 
beaten Braddock did not at most exceed four hundred 
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Indians and French together, instead of proceeding, and 
endeavouring to recover some of the lost honour, he ordered 
aH the stores, ammunition, &o., to be destroyed, that h» 
might have more horses to assist his flight towards the 
settlements, and less lumber to remove. He was there met 
with requests from the governors of Virginia, Maryland^ 
and Pennsylvania, that he would post his troops on the 
frontiers, so as to afford some protection to the inhabitants^ 
but he continued his hasty march through all the country, 
not thinking himself safe till he arrived at Philadelphia, 
where the inhabitants could protect him. This whole 
transaction gave us Americans the first suspicion, that oxa 
exalted ideas of the prowess of British regular troops had 
not been well founded. 

In their first mardi, too, from their landing till they got 
beyond the settlements, they had plundered and stripped the 
inhabitants, totally ruining some poor families, besides in- 
sulting, abusing, and confining the people, if they remon- 
strated. This was enough to put us out of conceit of* such 
defenders, if we had really wanted any. How different was* 
the conduct of our French friends in 1781, who, during a 
march through the most inhabited part Of our country, from 
Bhode Island to Virginia, near seven hundred miles, ooca-: 
sioned not the smallest complaint for the loss of a pig, a 
chicken, or even an apple. 

Captain Orme, who was one of the General's aides-de- 
camp, and, being grievously wounded, was Inrought oil 
with him, and continued with him to his death, which 
happened in a few days, told me, that he was totally 
silent all the first day, and at night only said, "Who 
would have thought it?" That he was silent again the 
following day, saying only at last, ** We shall better know 
how to deal with them another time/' and died in a few 
minutes after. 
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The secretary's papers, with all the General's orders, in* 
structionB, and correspondence, falling into the enemy's 
hands, they selected and translated into French a number of 
the articles, which they printed, to prove the hostile inten- 
tions of the British court before the declaration of war. 
Among these I saw some letters of the General to the 
ministzy, speaking highly of the great service I had ren- 
dered the army, and recommending me to their notice. 
David Hume, who was some years afterwards secretary to 
Lord Hertford, when minister in France, and afterwards 
to G^eral Ck)nway, when Secretary of State, told me he 
had seen among the papers in that office, letters from Brad- 
dock, highly recommending me. But the expedition having 
been unfortunate, my service, it seems, was not thought of 
much value, for those recommendations were never of any 
use to me. 

As. to rewards from himRelf, I asked only one, which was, 
that he would give orders to his officers not to enlist any 
more of our bought servants, and that he would discharge 
such as had been already enlisted. This he readily granted, 
and several were accordingly returned to their masters, on 
my application. Dunbar, when the command devolved 
on him, was not so generous. He being at Philadelphia, 
on his retreat, or rather flight, I appHed to him for the dis- 
charge of the servants of three poor farmers of Lancaster 
County, that he had enlisted, reminding him of the late 
General's orders on that head. He promised me that if 
the masters would come to him at Trenton, where he should 
be in a few days on his march to New York, he would there 
deliver their men to them. They accordingly were at the 
expense and trouble of going to Trenton, and there he re- 
fused to perform his promise, to their great loss and dis- 
appointment. 

As soon as the loss of the wagons and horses was 
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geneially known, all the owners came upon me for the 
Talnation which I had given bond to pay. Their demands 
gave me a great deal of trouble. I acquainted them that 
the money waa ready in the paymaster's hands, but the 
ordQT for paying it must first be obtained from General 
Shirley, and that I had applied for it, but he being at 
a distance, an answer could not soon be received, and they 
must have patience. All this, however, was not suf- 
ficient to satisfy them, and some began to sue me. General 
Shirley at length relieved me from this terrible situation, by 
appointing commissioners to examine the claims, and ordering 
payment. They amounted to near twenty thousand pounds, 
which to pay would have ruined me. 

Before we had the news of this defeat, the two Doctors 
Bond came to me with a subscription paper for raising 
money to defray the expense of a grand firework, which it 
was intended to exhibit at a rejoicing on receiving tb4» news 
of our taking Fort Duquesne. I looked grave, and said it 
would, I thought, be time enough to prepare the rejoicing 
when we knew we should have occasion to rejoice. They 
seemed surprised that I did not immediately comply with 
their proposal. " Why the d — ^1 ! " said one of them, " you 
surely don't suppose that the fort will not be taken ? " ''I 
don't know that it wiU not be taken, but I know that the 
events of war are subject to great uncertainty." I gave 
them the reasons of my doubting; the subscription was 
dropped, and the projectors thereby missed the mortifica- 
tion they would have undergone if the firework had been 
prepared. Dr. Bond, on some other occasion afterwards^ 
said that he did not like Franklin's forebodings. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



OoTERiroR MoBBis, who had oontmually worried the 
Aisembly with message after mefisage before the defeat of 
Braddock, to beat them into the making of Acts to raise 
money for the defence of the province, without taxing 
among others the proprietary estates, and had rejected all 
their Bills for not having such an exempting clause, now 
redoubled his attacks with more hope of success, the danger 
and necessity being greater. The Assembly, however, con- 
tinued firm, believing they had justice on their side, and 
tiiat it would be giving up an essential right if they suffered 
the Governor to amend their money bills. In one of the 
last, indeed, which was for granting fifty thousand pounds, 
his proposed amerdment was only of a single word. The 
Bill expressed, *' tb&t all estates real and personal were to 
be taxed ; those of the Proprietaries not excepted.'* His 
amendment wan : for not, read only, A sinall, but very 
material alteration. However, when the news of the 
disaster reached England, our friends there, whom we had 
taken care to furnish with all the Assembly's answers to the 
Governor's messages, raised a clamour against the Proprie- 
taries for their meanness and injustice in giving their 
Governor such instructions ; some going so far as to say, 
that by obstructing the defence of their province, they for- 
feited their right to it. They were intimidated by this, and 
sent orders to their Receiver-General to add ^yq thousand 
pounds of their money to whatever sum might be given by 
the Assembly for such purpose. 

This, being testified to the House, was accepted in lieu of 
their share of a general tax ; and a new Bill was formed 
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with an exempting clause, which passed accordingly. By 
this Act I was appointed one of the commissioners for dis- 
posing of the money — sixty thousand pounds. I had heen 
active in modelli^ the Bill and procuring its passage, and 
had at the same time drawn one for establishing and dis- 
ciplining a voluntary militia, which I carried through the 
House without much difficulty, as care was taken in it to 
leave the Quakers at liberty. To promote the association 
necessary to form the militia, I wrote a Dialogue stating 
and answering all the objections I could think of to such a 
militia, which was printed, and had, as I thought, great 



While the several companies in the dty and country were 
forming, and learning their exercise, the Governor prevailed 
with me to take charge of our north-western frontier, which 
was infested by the enemy, and provide for the defence of 
the inhabitants by raising troops and building a line of forts. 
I undertook this miHtury business, though I did not con- 
ceive myself well qualified for it. He gave me a commis- 
sion with full powers, and a parcel of blank commissions 
for officers, to be given to whom I thought fit. I had but 
little difficulty in raising men, having soon five hundred 
and sixty under my command. My son, who had in the 
preceding war been an officer in the army raised against 
Canada, was my aide-de-camp, and of great use to me. The 
Indians had burned Gnadenhutten, a village settled by the 
Moravians, and massacred the inhabitants ; but the place 
was thought a good situation for one of the forts. 

In order to march thither, I assembled the companies at 
Bethlehem, the chief establishment of these people. I was sor- 
prised to find it in so good a posture of defence ; the destnic- 
tion of Gnadenhutten had made them apprehend danger. 
The principal buildings were defended by a stockade; 
ihey had purchased a quantity of aims and ammunition 
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from New York, and had •▼en placed quantities of 
mall paving stones between the windows of their high 
stone honses, for their women to throw them down upon 
fhe heads of any Indians that should attempt to force into 
them. The armed brethren, too, kept watch and relieved 
each other on guard, as methodically as in any garrison 
town. In conversation with the Bishop, Spangenberg, I 
mentioned my surprise ; for, knowing they had obtained an 
Act of Parliament exempting them from military duties in 
the colonies, I had supposed they were consdentiouBly 
•crapulous of bearing arms. He answered me, that it was 
not one of their established principles ; but that, at the time 
of their obtaining that Act, it was thought to be a principle 
with many of their people. On this occasion, however, 
tiiey, to their surprise, found it adopted by but a few. It 
•eems they were either deceived in themselves, or deceived 
the Parliament; but common sense, aided by present 
danger, will sometimes be too strong for whlmsica) 
opinions. 

It was the beginning of January when we set out upon 
this business of building forts. I sent one detachment to- 
wards the Minisink, with instructions to erect one for the 
security of that upper part of the country ; and another to 
the lower part, with similar instructions ; and I concluded 
to go myself with the rest of my force to Gnadenhutten, 
where a fort was thought more immediately necessary. The 
Horavians procured me five wagons for our tools, stores, and 



Just before we had left Betiilehem, eleven farmers, who 
had been driven from their plantations by the Indians, 
oame to me requesting a supply of fire-arms, that they might 
^ back and bring off their cattle. I gave them each a gun 
with suitable ammunition. We had not marched many 
' fliiles, before it began to rain, and it continued raining all 
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^7 ; there were no habitations on the road to shelter ns, 
till we arrived near night at the house of a German, where, 
and in his bam, we were all huddled together, as wet as 
water could make us. It was well we were not attacked in 
our march, for our arms were of the most ordinary sort, and 
our men could not keep the locks of their guns dry. The 
Tndia,ns are dexterous in oontrivances for that purpose, 
which we had not. They met that day the eleven poor 
farmers above mentioned, and killed ten of them. The one 
that escaped informed us, that his and his companions* guns 
would not go off, the priming being wet with the rain. 

The next day being fair, we continued our march, and 
arrived at the desolated Gnadenhutten. There was a mill 
near, round which were left several pine boards, with which 
we soon hutted ourselves ; an operation the more necessary 
at that inclement season, a& we had no tents. Our first work 
was to bury more effectually the dead we found there, who 
had been half interred by the country people. 

The next morning our fort was planned and marked out, 
the circumference measuring four hundred and fifty-five 
feet, which would require as many palisades to be made, one 
with another, of a foot diameter each. Our axes, of which 
we had seventy, were immediately set to work to cut down 
trees ; and, our men being dexterous in the use of them, 
great despatch was made. Seeing the trees f aU so fast, I 
had the curiosity to look at my watch when two men began 
to cut at a pine ; in six minutes they had it upon the 
ground, and I found it -of fourteen inches diameter. Each 
pine made three palisades of eighteen feet long, pointed at 
one end. While these were preparing, our other men dug a 
trench all round, of three feet deep, in which the palisades 
were to be planted ; and, the bodies being taken off our 
wagons, and the fore and hind wheels separated, by taking 
out the pin which united the two parts of the perch, we had 
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ten carriages, with two horses each, to bring the palisades 
from the woods to the spot. When they were set up, our 
carpenters built a platform of boards all round within, about 
six feet high, for the men to stand on when to fire through 
the loop holes. We had one swivel gun, which we mounted 
on one of the angles, and fired it as soon as fixed, to let the 
Indians know, if any were within hearing, that we had such 
pieces ; and thus our fort, if that name may be given to so 
miserable a stockade, was finished in a week, though it 
rained so hard every other day, that the men could not 
work. 

This gave me occasion to observe, that, when men are 
employed, they are best contented ; for on the days they 
worked they were good-natured and cheerful, and, with the 
consciousness of having done a good day's work, they spent 
the evening jollily ; but on our idle days they were muti- 
nous and quarrelsome, finding fault with the pork, the 
bread, &c., and were continually in bad humour, which put 
me in mind of a sea captain, whose rule it was to keep his 
men constantly at work ; and when his mate once told him 
that they had done everything, and there was nothing 
further to employ them about; "Oh I" said he, "make 
them scour the anchor." 

This kind of fort, however contemptible, is a sufficient 
defence against Indians, who 'have no cannon. Finding 
ourselves now posted securely, and having a place to retreat 
to on occasion, we ventured out in parties to scour the ad- 
jacent country. We met with no Indians, but we found 
the places on the neighbouring hills, where they had lain to 
watch our proceedings. There was an art in their contrivance 
of those places that seems worth mentioning. It being winter^ 
a fire was necessary for them ; but a common fire on the sur- 
face of the groxmd would by its light have discovered their 
position at a distance. They had, therefore, dug holes in 
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the ground about three feet in diameter, and somewhat 
deeper ; we found where they had with their hatchets cut 
oS the charcoal from the sides of burnt logs lying in the 
woods. With these coals they had made small fires in the 
bottom of the holes, and we obscprved among the weeds and 
grass the prints of their bodies, made by their lying all 
round with their legs hanging down in the holes to keep 
their feet warm; which with them is an essential point. 
This kind of fire so managed could not discover them either 
by its L'ght, fiame, sparks, or even smoke ; it appeared that 
the number was not great, and it seems they saw we wert 
too many to be attacked by them with prospect of advaiw 
tage. 

We had for our chaplain a zealous Presbyterian minister, 
Mr. Beatty, who complained to me that the men did not 
generally attend his prayers and exhortations. When they 
enlisted they were promised, besides pay and provisions, a 
gill of rum a day, which was punctually served out to them, 
half in the morning and the other half in the evening, and 
* I observed they were punctual in attending to receive it ; 
upon which I said to Mr. Beatty, '< It is perhaps below the 
dignity of your profession to act as steward of the mm, 
but if you were only to distribute it out after prayers 
you would have them all about you." He liked the 
thought, undertook the task, and, with the help of a lew 
hands to measure out the liquor, executed it to satis- 
faction, and never were prayers more generally and more 
punctually attended. So that I think this method pre- 
ferable to the punishment inflicted by some military laws 
for non-attendance on divine service. 

I had hardly finished this business and got my fort well 
stored with provisions when I received a letter from the 
Gk>vemor, acquainting me that he had called the Assembly, 
and wished my attendance there if the posture of affairs on 
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the frontiers was such that my remaining there was no 
longer necessary. My friends, too, of the Assembly press- 
ing me by their letters to be, if possible, at the meeting, 
and my three intended forts being now completed and the 
inhabitants contented to remain on their farms under that 
protection, I resolved to return; the more willingly as a 
New England officer. Colonel CHapham, experienced in 
Indian war, being on a visit to our establishment, con- 
tented to accept the command. I gave him a commission, 
and, parading the garrison, had it read before them, and 
introduced him to them as an officer who, from his skQl in 
military a&drs, was much more fit to command them than 
myself, and giving them a little exhortation, took my 
leave. I was escorted as far as Bethlehem, where I rested 
a few days to recover from the fatigue I had undergone. 
The first night, lying in a good bed, I could hardly sleep, 
it was so different from my hard lodging on the floor of a 
hut at Gnadenht^tten with only a blanket or two. 

While at Bethlehem, I inquired a little into the prac- 
tioes of the Moravians ; some of them had accompanied me, 
and all were very kind to ^le. I found they worked for a 
common stock, ate at common tables, and slept in common 
dormitories, great numbers together. In the dormitories I 
observed loopholes, at certain distances all along just under 
the ceiling, which I thought judiciously placed for change 
of air. I went to their church, where I was entertained 
with good music, the organ being accompanied with violins, 
hautboys, flutes, clarinets, &c. I understood their sermons 
were not usually preached to mixed congregations of men, 
women, and children, as is our common practice ; but that 
they assembled, sometimes the married men, at other times 
their wives, then the yonri^ men, the young women, and 
the Httle children ; each division by itself. The sermon I 
lieard was to the latter, who came in, and were placed in 
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rows on benches : the boys under the conduct of a young 
man, their tutor, and the girls conducted by a young 
woman. The discourse seemed well adapted to their capa- 
cities, and was delivered in a pleasing, familiar manner, 
coaxing them, as it were, to be good. They behayed yery 
orderly, but looked pale and unhealthy ; which made me 
suspect they were kept too much within doors, or nol 
allowed sufficient exercise. 

I inquired concerning the Moravian marriages, whether 
the report was true that they were by lot. I was told that 
lots were used only in particular cases; that generally 
when a young man found himself disposed to marry, he 
informed the elders of his daas, who consulted the elder 
ladies that governed the young women. As these elders 
of the different sexes were well acquainted with the 
tempers and dispositions of their respective pupils, they 
could best judge what matches were suitable, and their 
judgments were generally acquiesced in. But if, for example, 
it should happen that two or three young women were 
found to be equally proper for the yoimg man, the lot was 
then recurred to. I objected if the matches are not made 
by the mutual choice of the parties, some of them may 
chance to be very unhappy. ''And so they may," an- 
swered my informer, '<if you let the parties choose for 
themselves." Which indeed I could not deny. 

Being returned to Philadelphia, I found the Association 
went on with great success. The inhabitants, that were 
not Quakers, having pretty generally come into it, formed 
themselves into companies, and chose their captains, Uea- 
tenants, and ensigns, according to the new law. Dr. Bond 
visited me, and gave me an account of the pains he had 
taken to spread a general good liking to the law, and 
ascribed much to those endeavours. I had the vanity to 
ascribe all to my Dialogue ; however, not knowing but that 
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he might he in the right, I let him enjoy his opinion 
which I take to he generally the best way in such cases. 
The officers, meetmg, chose me to be colonel of the regiment, 
■which I this time accepted. I forget how many companies 
we had, hut we paraded about twelve hundred well-looking 
men, with a company of artillery, who had been furnished 
with six brass field-pieces, which they had become so expert 
in the use of , as to fire twelve times in a minute. The first 
time I reviewed my regiment they accompanied me to my 
house, and would salute me with some rounds fired before 
my door, which shook down and broke several glasses of my 
electrical apparatus. And my new honour proved not much 
less brittle ; for all our commissions were soon after broken, 
by a repeal of the law in England. 

During this short time of my colonelship, being about to 
set out on a journey to Virginia, the officers of my regiment 
took it into their heads, that it would be proper for them 
to escort me out of town, as far as the Lower Ferry. Just as 
X was getting on horseback, they came to my door, between 
Khirty and forty, mounted, and all in their uniforms. I 
had not been previously acquainted with their project, or I 
«hould have prevented it, being naturally averse to 
the assuming of state on any occasion ; and I was a good 
deal chagrined at their appearance, as I could not avoid 
their accompanying me. What made it worse was, that, as 
soon as we began to move, they drew their swords, and 
fode with them naked all the way. Somebody wrote an 
account of this to the Proprietor, and it gave him great 
offence. No such honour had been paid to him, when in 
the province ; nor to any of his governors : and he said, it 
was only proper to princes of the blood royal ; which may 
he true for aught I know, who was, and still am, ignorant 
of the etiquette in such cases. 

This silly affair, however, greatly increased his rancour 
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against me, which was before considerable on account of 
my conduct in the Assembly respecting the exemption of 
his estate from taxation, which I had always opposed yery 
wannly, and not without severe reflections on the mean- 
ness and injustice of contending for it. He accused me tc 
the ministry, as being the great obstacle to the King^s ser- 
vice, preventing, by my influence in the House, the proper 
form of the bills for raising money; and he instanced 
the parade with my officers, as a proof of my having an 
intention to take the government of the province out of his 
hands by force. He also applied to Sir Everard Fawkener, 
the I*ostmaster-general, to deprive me of my office. But 
it had no other effect than to procure from Sir Evezard a 
gentle admonition. 

Notwithstanding the continual wrangle between the 
6k)vemor and the House, in which I as a member had so 
iarge a share, there still subsisted a civil intercourse 
between that gentleman and myself, and we never had any 
personal difference. I have sometimes siace thought, that 
his little or no resentment against me, for the answers it 
was known I drew up to his messages, might be the effect 
of professional habit, and that, being bred a lawyer, he 
might consider us both as merely advocates for contending 
olients in a suit ; he for the Proprietaries, and I for the 
Assembly. He would thraef ore sometimes call in a friendly 
way to advise with me on difficult points ; and sometimes, 
though not often, take my advice. 

We acted iu concert to supply Braddock's army witifc 
provisions; and, when the shocking news arrived of his 
defeat, the Governor sent in haste for me, to consult with 
him on measures for preventing the desertion of the back 
counties. I forget now the advice I gave ; but I think it 
was, that Dunbar should be wiitten to, and prevjdled with, 
if possible, to post his troops on the frontiers for their 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



176 BENJAMIN FBANEXIN. 

protection, nntil, by reinforcements from the colonies, he 
might be able to proceed in the expedition. And, after my 
retom from the frontier, he wonld have had me undertake 
the conduct of such an expedition with provincial troops, 
for the reduction of Fort Duquesne, Dunbar and his men 
being otherwise employed ; and he proposed to commission 
me as general. I had not so good an opinion of my 
military abilities as he professed to have, and I beUeve his 
professions must haye exceeded his real sentiments; but 
IHX>bably he might think, that my popularity would 
facilitate the business with the men, and influence in tiie 
Assembly the grant of money to pay for it ; and that, per- 
haps witiiout taxing the Proprietaiy. Finding me not so 
forward to engage as he expected, the project was dropped; 
and he soon after left the goyemment, being superseded by 
Oaptain Benny. 

Before I proceed in relating the part I had in public 
affairs under this new 6k>yemor'B administration, it may 
not be amisa to giye here some account of the rise and pro- 
gress of my philosophical reptitation. 

In 1746, being in Boston, I met there with a Dr. Spenoe, 
who was lately arriyed from Scotland, and showed me 
some electric experiments. They wore imperfectiy per- 
formed, as he was not yery expert; but, being on a 
subject quite new to me, they equally surprised and pleased 
me. Soon after my return to Philadelphia, our library 
company receiyed from Mr. Peter CoUinson, Fellow of the 
Boyal Society of London, a present of a glass tube, with 
some account of the use of it in making such experiments. 
I eagerly seized the opportunity of repeating what I had 
seen at Boston; and, by much practice, acquired great 
readiness in perfcxrming those also, which we had an 
account of from England, adding a number of new ones. 
£ say much practice, for my house was continually full. 
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lor some tune, with persons who came to see these new 
wondeis. 

To diyide a little this incumbrance among my friends. I 
caused t number of similar tubes to be blown in our gliass- 
housey with which they furnished themselyes, so that we had 
at length several performers. Among these the principal 
was Mr. Einnersley, an ingenious neighbour, who, being 
out of business, I encouraged him to undtrtake showing the 
ezperimeDits for money, and drew up for him two lectures, 
in which the experiments were ranged in such order, and 
aocompaded with explanations in such method, as that the 
foregoing should assist in comprehending the following. 
He procujed an elegant apparatus for the purpose, in which 
all the litte machines that I had roughly made for myself 
were neatljr formed by iostmment makers. His lectures 
were well d^tended, and gave great satisfaction ; and after 
some time le went through the colonies, exhibiting them in 
every capitil town, and picked up some money. In the 
West India Islands, indeed, it was with difficulty the 
experiments could be made, from the general moisture of 
the air. 

Obliged as we were to Mr. Oollinson for the present of 
the tube, &c.,t thought it right he should be informed of 
our success in using it, and wrote him several letters con- 
taining accouniB of our experiments. He got them read in 
the Boyal Sodity, where they were not at first thought 
worth so much zotice as to be printed in their Tramoctiont. 
One paper, whid I wrote for Mr. Einnersley, on the same- 
ness of lightning with electricity, I sent to Mr. Mitchel an 
acquaintance of nine, and one of the Members afcso of that 
Society, who wroU me word, that it had been read, but was 
laughed at oy thi connoisseurs. The papers, however, 
being shown to Di. FothergiU, he thought them of too 
much value to be stifled, and advised the printing of thenu 
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Mr. CoUinson, then gave fhem to Cave for pablication in 
his QentlemarCs Magaziney but he chose to print them 
separately in a pamphlet, and Dr. Fothergill wrote the 
preface. Caye, it seems, judged rightly for his profession, 
for by the additions, that arrived afterwards, they swelled 
to a quarto volume ; which has had ^yq editions, tnd cost 
him nothing for copy-money. 

It was, however, some time before those papers were 
much taken notice of in England. A copy of them 
happening to fall into the hands of the Count de Bufton, a 
philosopher, deservedly of great reputation in Fiance, and 
indeed all over Europe, he prevailed with M. Dibourg to 
translate them into Frendi; and they were printed at 
Paris. The publication offended the Abb6 NoUet, Precep- 
tor in Natural Philosophy to the Royal Family, and an 
able experimenter, who had formed and published a theory 
of electricity, which then had the general TOgue. He 
oould not at first believe, that such a work came from 
America, and said it must have been fabricated by his 
enemies at Paris to oppose his system. Afterviards, having 
been assured that there really existed such a person as 
Franklin at Philadelphia, which he had douHed, he wrote 
and published a volume of Letters, chiefly adiressed to me, 
defending his theory, and denying the verity of my experi- 
ments, and of the positions deduced from than. 

I onc^ purposed answering the Abb6, and actually began 
the answer; but, on consideration that ny writings con- 
tained a description of experiments whicl any one might 
repeat and verify, and, if not to be veriied, oould not be 
defended ; or of observations offered as cn^'eetureg, and not 
delivered dogmatically, therefore net la^g me under any 
obligation to defend them ; and reflecUng, that a disputo 
between two persons, written in different languages, might 
be lengthened greatly by mistranslationB, and thence ; 
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oonceptioiiB of one another's meaning, mnch of one of the 
Abba's letters being founded on an error in the translation, 
I concluded to let my papers shift for themselvesy believing 
it was better to spend what time I could spare from public 
business in making new experiments, than in disputing 
about those already made. I therefore never answered M. 
Nollet; and the event gave me no cause to repent my 
silence ; lor my friend M. Le Roy, of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, took up my cause and refuted him ; my book 
was translated into the Italian, German, and Latin 
lang^ges; and the doctrine it contained was by degrees 
generally adopted by the philosophers of Europe, in prefer- 
ence to that of the Abb4 ; so that he lived to see himself 
the last of his sect, except Monsieur B — ^ of Paris, his 
4Uvs and immediate disdple. 

What gsve my book the more sudden and general 
celebrity, wag the success of one of its proposed experiments, 
made by Messieurs Dalibard and De Lor at Marley, for 
drawing lightning from the clouds. This engaged the 
puhHc attenticn everywhere. M. De Lor, who had an 
apparatus for ecperimental philosophy, and lectured in that 
branch of sdenee, undertook to repeat what he called the 
Fhiladelphia JExferimentt ; and, after they were performed 
before the King and court, all the curious of Paris flocked 
to see them. I will not swell this narrative with an 
account of that capital experiment, nor of the infinite 
pleasure I received in the success of a similar one I made 
floon after with a Mte at Philadelphia, as both are to be 
found in the histories of electricity. 

Dr. Wright, an English physician, when at Paris, wrote 
to a friend, who was ol the Royal Society, an account of the 
high esteem my expei^ents were in among the learned 
abroad, and of their wonder, that my writings had been so 
little noticed in England The Society on this resumed the 
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oonsidantiQii of the letters that had been read to them ; and 
the celebrated Dr. Watson drew ujp a summary account ol 
them, and of all I had afterwards sent to England on the 
subject; which he accompanied with some praise of the 
writer. This summary was then printed In their Trant' 
aetions; and, some members of the Society in London, par- 
ticularly the very ingenious Mr. Canton, haTing rerifiedthe 
experiment of procuring lightning from the clouds by a 
pointed rod, and acquainted them with the success, they soon 
made me more than amends for the slifi^ifwillKwhich they 
had before treated me. ^Without Ji^ having mUde any 
application for tha^j||0iieor, theip«^ose me a memb^c and 
voted, that I aboSxi be ei^mfiea the customary paymehta^ 
which would^have amountedio twenty-five guineas ; and ever 
since have given me thor l^amacHofu gratis.* They also 




^^*1:)t. Tranklm giyenTforfcher aooount of his election, in a letter 
to his son. Governor Franklin, from wMoh the following is an ex- 
tafftct ;— 

"London* 19 December, 1707. 
" We have had an ngly afFair at the Boyal Society lately. One 
Dacosta, a Jew, who, as onr clerk, was intrusted mth collecting onz 
moneys, had been so nnfaithfol as to embezzle near thirteen hun- 
dred pounds in four years. Being one of the Obuncil this year, as 
well as the last, I have been employed all the last week in attending 
the inquiry into, and unravelling, his acoounta in order to come at 
a full knowledge of his frauds. His securities are bound in one 
thousand pounds to the Society, which they will pay, but we shall 
probably lose the rest. He had this yeir received twenty-six 
admission payments of twenty-flve guineas each, ^^ch he did not 
bring to account. 

" While attendiimr to this affair, I had m opportunity of looking 
over the old conncil-books and journals o^ the Society, and, having 
a curiosity to see how I came in, of whichi had never been informed, 
I looked back for the minutes relating to it. You must know, it is 
not usual to admit persons that have n«t requested to be admitted; 
and a commendatory certificate in fiivrar of the candidate,8igned by 
Bt least three of the members, is by oir rule to be presented to the 
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presented me with the gold medal of Sir Godfrey Copley, 
for the year 1753, the deUvery of which was accompanied by 
a very handsome speech of the president, Lord Macclesfield, 
wherein I was highly honoured. 



OHAPTEB Xn. 

OuB new goyemor, Captain Denny, brought oyer for me ih» 
before-mentioned medal from the Royal Society, which he 
presented to me at an entertainment glyen him by the city. 
He accompanied it with very polite expressioxis of his esteem 
for me, haying, as he said, been long acquainted with my 
character. After dinner, when the company, as was custom- 
ary at that time, were engaged in drinking, he took me aside 
into another room, and acquainted me, that he had been 
adyised by his friends in England to cultiyate a friendship 
with me, as one who was capable of glying him the best ad- 
yioe, and of contributing most effectually to the making bis 

Society, expiewiug' that he is desLroua of that honour* and is so and 
BO qualified. As I never had aeked, or expected the honour, I 
was, as I said bef <Mre, oorionB to see how thebasinesswasnuauiged. 
I found that the certificate, wordediveryjidvantageonsly for me, was 
signed by Lord Macclesfield, then President, Lord Parker, and Lord 
WiUoughby ; that the election was by a unanimous vote : and, 1±ie 
honour being Toluntarily conferred by the Society, unsolicited by 
me, it was thought wrong to demand or receiye the usual fees or 
oomposition ; so that my name was entered <m the list with a vote 
of council, that I was not to pay anything. And accordingly nothing 
has erer been demanded <^ me. Those who are admitted in th» 
common way, pay five guineas admission fees, and two guineas and 
a half yearly contributions, or twenty-five guineas down, in lieu off 
it. In my case a substantial favour accompanied the honour.**— 
W.T.P. 
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fidministxatioa easy. That he therefore desired of all thiogt 
to have a good understanding with me, and he begged me 
to be assured of his readiness on all occasions to render me 
^very service that might be in his power. He said much to 
me also of the Proprietor's good disposition towards the 
{KTOvince, and of the advantage it would be to us all, and to 
me in particular, if the opposition that had been sc long 
continued to his measures was dropped, and harmony re- 
stored between him and the people ; in effecting which it 
was thought no one could be .more serviceable than myself ; 
and I might depend on adequate acknowledgments and 
recompenses. The drinkers, finding we did not return 
immediately to the table, sent us a decanter of Madeira, 
which the Gbvemor made a liberal use of, and in proportion 
became more profuse of his solicitations and promises. 

My answers were to this purpose ; that my circumstanoes, 
thanks to God, were such as to make Proprietary favours 
unnecessary to me; and that, being a member of the 
Assembly, I could not possibly accept of any ; that, how- 
ever, I had no personal enmity to the Proprietary, and 
that, whenever the public measures he proposed should 
appear to be for the good of the people, no one would 
espouse and forward them more zealously than myself ; my 
past opposition having been founded on this, that the 
measures which had been urged were evidently intended to 
serve the Proprietary interest, with great prejudice to that 
of the people. That I was much obliged to him (the 
Governor) for his profession of regard to me, and that he 
might rely on everything in my power to render his ad- 
ministration as easy to him as possible, hoping, at the same 
time, that he had not brought with him the same un- 
fortunate instructions his predecessors had been hampered 
with. 

On this he did not then explain himself ; but when he 
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afterwards came to do business with the Assembly, they 
appeared again, the disputes were renewed, and I was as 
active as ever in the opposition, being the penman, first of 
the request to have a communication of the instructions,, 
and then of the remarks upon them, which may be found in 
the Votes of the times, and in the Historical Review I 
afterwards published. But between us personally no 
enmity arose ; we were often together ; he was a man of 
letters, had seen much of the world, and was entertaining 
and pleasing in conversation. He gave me information^ 
that my old friend Balph was still alive ; that he was es- 
teemed one of the best political writers in England ; had 
been employed in the dispute between Prince Frederick 
and the King, and had obtained a pension of three hundred 
pounds a-year ; that his reputation was indeed small as a 
poet. Pope having damned his poetry in the Dunciad ; but 
his prose was thought as good as any man's. 

The Assembly finally finding the Proprietary obstinately 
persisted in shackling the deputies with instructions incon- 
sistent, not only with the privileges of the people, but with 
the service of the crown, resolved to petition the King 
against them, and appointed me their agent to go over to 
England, to present and support the petition. The House 
had sent up a bill to the Governor, granting a sum of sixty 
thousand pounds for the King's use, (ten thousand pounds 
of which was subjected to the orders of the then General, 
Lord Loudoun,) which the Gtovemor, in compliance with 
his instructions, absolutely refused to pass. 

I had agreed with.Captain Morris, of the packet at New 
York, for my passage, and my stores were put on board ; 
when Lord Loudoun arrived at Philadelphia, expressly, as 
he told me, to endeavour an accommodation between the 
the Governor and Assembly, that His Majesty's service 
might not be obstructed by their dissensions. Accordingly 
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he desired the Gk>vemor and myself to meet him, that he 
might hear what was to be said on both sides. We met and 
discussed the business. In behalf of the Assembly I urged 
the Tarious argxmients that may be found in the publio 
papers of that time, whi(^ were of my writing, and are 
printed with the minutes of the Assembly ; and the Gover- 
nor pleaded his instructions, the bond he had given to 
observe them, and his ruin if he disobeyed ; yet seemed not 
unwilling to hazard himself, if Lord Loudoun would advise 
it. This his Lordship did not choose to do, though I once 
thought I had nearly prevailed with him to do it; but 
finally he rather chose to urge the compliance of the 
Assembly ; and he entreated me to use my endeavours with 
them for that purpose, declaring that he would spare none 
of the King's troops for the defence of our frontiers, and 
that, if we did not continue to provide for that defence 
ourselves, they must remain exposed to the enemy. 

I acquainted the House with what had passed, and — ^pre- 
senting them with a set of resolutions I had drawn up, 
declaring our rights, that we did not reliquish our claim to 
those rights, but only suspended the exercise of them on this 
occasion through /or^^, against which we protested — ^they at 
length agreed to drop that bill, and frame another oonf orm- 
able to the Proprietary instructions. This of course the 
Governor passed, and I was then at liberty to proceed on 
my voyage. But in the meantime the packet had sailed 
with my sea-stores, which was some' loss to me, and my 
only recompense was his Lordship's thanks for my service ; 
all the credit of obtaining the accommodation falling to his 
share. 

He set out for New York before me, and, as the time for 
despatching the packet-boats was at his disposition, and 
there were two then remaining there, one of which, he said, ' 
was to sail very soon, I requested to know the precise time^ 
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tliat I might not zniss her by any delay of mine. The 
answer was: ''I have given out that e^e is to sail on 
Saturday next, but I may let you know, entrt nous, that if 
you are there by Monday morning, you will be in time, but 
do not delay longer." By some accidental hindrance at a 
ferry, it was Monday noon before I arrived, and I was much 
afraid she might have sailed, as the wind was fair ; but I 
was soon made easy by the information that she was still in 
the harbour, and would not move till the next day. One 
would imagine that I was now on the very point of de- 
parting for Europe. I thought so ; but I was not then so 
well (acquainted with his Lordship's character, of which 
indeeiiion was one of the strongest features. I shall give 
some instances. It was about the beginning of April that 
I came to New York, and I think it was near the end of 
June before we sailed. There were then two of the packet- 
boats, which had been long in readiness, but were detained 
for the G^eral's letters, which were idways to be ready 
to-morrow. Another packet arrived ; she too was detained ; 
and, before we sailed, a fourth was expected. Ours was the 
first to be despatohed, as having been there longest. Pas- 
-sengers were engaged for all, and some extremely impatient 
to be gone, and the merchants uneasy about their letters, 
and for the orders they had given for insurance (it being 
war time), and for autumnal goods. But their anxiety 
availed nothing. His Lordship's letters were not ready^ 
and yet whoever waited on him, found him always at 
his desk, pen in hand, and concluded he must needs write 
abundantly. 

Going myself one morning to pay my respects, I found 
in his antechamber one Innis, a messenger of Philadelphia, 
who had come thence express, with a packet from Governor 
Denny for the GtoeraL He delivered to me some letters 
from my friends there, which occasioned my inqrdring 
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when he was to retam, and where he lodged, that I might 
«end some letters by him. He told me he was ordered to 
call to-morrow at nine for the General's answer to the 
Oovemor, and should set oft immediately. I put my letters 
into his hands the same day. A fortnight after I met him 
^gain in the same place. '* So, you are soon returned, 
Innis?" "Returned! no, I am not gone yet." *'How 
80 P " "I have called here this and every morning these 
two weeks past for his Lordship's letters, and they are not 
yet ready." ** Is it possible, when he is so great a writer? 
for I see him constantly at his escritoire." "Yes," said 
Innis, " but he is like St. G^rge on the signs, aUoaya on 
kor»ebacky and never rides on." This observation of the 
messenger was, it seems, well founded; for, when in 
England, I understood that Mr. Pitt, afterwards Lord 
Chatham, gave it as one reason for removing this general, 
and sending Generals Amherst and Wolfe, that the 
minister never heard from Aim, and could not know what he 
•was doing, 

Jn. this daily expectation of sailing, and all the three 
{)ackets going down to Sandy Hook, to join the fleet there, 
the passengers thought it best to be on board, lest by a 
«udden order the ships should sail, and they be left behind. 
There, if I remember, we were about six weeks, consuming 
our sea-stores, and obliged to procure more. At length the 
fleet sailed, the General and all his army on board, bound to 
Louisbourg, with intent to besiege and take that fortress : 
«nd all the packet-boats in company were ordered to attend 
the General's ship, ready to receive his despatches wh^o 
they should be ready. We were out flve days before we 
got a letter with leave to part, and then our ship quitted tl^ 
fleet and steered for England. The other two packets he 
-still detained, carried them with him to Halifax, where he 
-stayed some time to exercise the men in sham attacks upon 
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sham forts, then altered his mind as to besieging Lonis- 
honrg, and returned to New York, with all his troops, 
together with the two packets above mentioned, and all 
their passengers! During his absence the French and 
savages had taken Fort George, on the frontier of that pro- 
vince, and the Indians had massacred many of the garriscA 
after capitulation. 

On the whole, I wondered mnch how such a man cam» 
to be intrusted with so important a business, as the conduct 
of a great army ; but, having since seen more of the great 
world, and the means of obtaining, and motives for giving^ 
places and employments, my wonder is diminished. General 
Shirley, on whom the command of the army devolved upon 
the death of Braddock, would, in my opinion, if continued 
in place, have made a much better campaign than that of 
Loudoun in 1766, which was frivolous, expensive, and dis- 
graceful to our nation beyond conception. For though 
Shirley was not bred a soldier, he was sensible and sagadou* 
in himself, and attentive to good advice from others, 
capable of forming judicious plans, and quick and active in 
carrying them into execution. Loudoun, instead of de- 
fending the colonies with his great army, left them totally 
exposed, while he paraded idly at Halifax, by which mean* 
Fort George was lost; besides, he denmged all our 
mercantile operations, and distressed our trade, by a long 
embargo on the exportation of provisions, on pretence of 
keeping supplies from being obtained by the enemy, but in 
reality for beating down their price in favour of the con- 
tractors, in whose profits it was said, perhaps from suspicion 
only, he had a share ; and, when at leng^ the embargo wa 
taken off, neglecting to send notice of it to Oharlestot^ 
where the Carolina fleet was detained near three months, and 
whereby their bottoms were so much damaged by the worm, 
that a great part of them foundered in their passage home. 
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Shirley was, I belieye, sincerely glad of being relieyed 
from so burdensome a charge^ as the conduct of an army 
must be to a man unacquainted with military business. I 
was at the entertainment given by the city of New York to 
liOrd Loudouny on his t^^^ig upon him the command. 
Shirley, though thereby superseded, was present also. 
There was a great company of officers, citizens, and 
itrangers, and, some chairs having been borrowed in the 
neighbourhood, there was one among them very low, which 
fell to the lot of Mr. Shirley. I sat by him, and perceiving 
it, I said, " They have given you a very low seat." " No 
matter, Mr. Franklin," said he, **1 find a low teat the 
easiest." 

While I was, as before mentioned, detained at New York, 
I received all the accounts of the provisions, &c., that I had 
furnished to Braddock, some of which accounts could not 
flooner be obtained from the different persons I had employed 
to assist in the business. I presented them to Lord Loudoun, 
desiring to be paid the balance. He caused them to be 
examined by the proper officer, who, after comparing every 
artide with its voucher, certified them to be right ; and his 
Lordship promised to give me an order on the paymaster for 
the balance due to me. This was, however, put off from 
time to time ; and, though I called often for it by appoint- 
ment, I did not get it. At length, just before my de- 
parture, he told me he had, on better consideration, 
concluded not to mix his accounts with those of his prede- 
cessors. *'And you,'* said he, <*when in England, have 
only to exhibit your accounts to the treasury, and you will 
be paid immediately." 

I mentioned, but without effect, a great and unexpected 
expense I had been put to by being detained so long at 
New York, as a reason for my desiring to be presently paid ; 
and, on my ob ervmg that it was not right I shoidd be pat 
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to any further trouble or delay in obtaming the money I 
had adyanced, as I charged no commiBsion for my service, 
" Oh,'' said he, ** you must not think of persuading us that 
you are no gainer ; we understand better those matters, and 
know that every one concerned in supplying the army finds 
means, in the doing it, to fill his own pockets.*' I assured 
him that was not my case, and that I had not pocketed a 
birthing ; but he appeared clearly not to belieye me ; and, 
indeed, I afterwards learned that immense f ortones are 
often made in such employments. As to my balance, I am 
not paid it to this day ; of which more hereafter. 

Our captain of the packet boasted much, before we sailed, 
of the swiftness of his ship ; unfortunately, when we came 
to sea, she proved the dullest of ninety-six sail, to his no 
small mortification. After many conjectures respecting the 
cause, when we were near another stiip, almost as dull as 
craiB, which, however, gained upon us, the captain ordered 
all hands to come aft and stand as near the ensign staff as 
possible. We were, passengers included, about forty 
persons. While we stood there the ship mended her pace, 
and boon left her neighbour far behind, which proved clearly 
what our captain suspected, that she was loaded too much by 
the head. The casks of water, it seems, had been all placed 
forward; these he therefore ordered to be moved further 
aft, on which the ship recovered her character, and proved 
the best sailer in the fleet. 

The foregoing fact I give for the sake of the following 
observation. It has been remarked, as an imperfection in 
the art of ship-building, that it can never be known till she 
is tried, whether a new ship will, or will not, be a good 
sailer ; for that ihe model of a good sailing-thip has been 
exactly followed in a new one, which has been proved on the 
oontrury remarkably duU. I apprehend that this may 
partly be occasioned by the different opinions of seamen 
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respecting the modes of loading, ligging, and sailing of a 
Aip ; each has his method ; and the same vessel, laden hy 
the method and orders of one captain, shall sail worse than 
when by the orders of another. Besides, it scarce ever 
happens that a ship is formed, fitted for the sea, and sailed 
by the same person. One man bnilds the hull, another rigs 
her, a third loads and sails her. No one of these has the 
advantage of knowing all the ideas and experience of the 
others, and, therefore, cannot draw just conclusions from a 
combination of the whole. 

Even in the simple operation of Sailing when at sea I have 
often observed different judgments in the officers who com- 
manded the successive watches, the wind being the same. 
One would have the sails trimmed sharper or flatter than 
another, so that they seemed to have no certain rule to 
govern by. Yet I think a set of experiments might be 
instituted, first, to determine the most proper form of the 
hull for swift sailing ; next, the best dimensions and most 
proper place for the masts ; then the form and quantity ol 
sails, and theii- position, as the winds may be ; and lastly, 
the disposition of the lading. This is an age of experiments, 
and I think a set accurately made and combined would be 
of great use. 

We were several times chased in our passage, but out- 
sailed everything ; and in thirty days had soundings. We 
had a good observation, and the captain judged himself sa 
near our port, Falmouth, tlurt^ if we made a good run in the 
night, we might be off the mouth of that harbour in l^e 
morning; and by mining in the night might escape the 
notice ojH^e en^ny's privateers, who often cruised near the 
entrance of the Channel. Accordingly all the sail was set 
that we could possibly carry, and the wi&d being very ireA 
and fair, we stood right before it, and made gieat wajr. 
The captain, after his observation, shaped his course, as he 
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fiLOught, ao as to pass wide of the Scilly Bocks ; but it 
eeems there is sometimes a strong current setting up St. 
George's Channel, which form^ly caused the loss of Six 
Oloudealey ShoveVs squadron, in 1707. This was -j^hAhlj 
also the cause of what happened to us. 

We had a watchman placed in the bow, to whom they 
often called, ^^ Look imU out before there .*" and he as often 
answered ** Ay, Ay ; '* but perhaps had his eyes shut, and 
was'half asleep at the time ; they sometimes answering, as 
is said, mechanically : for he did not see a light just before 
us, which had been hid by the studding-sails from the man 
at the helm, and from the rest of the watch, but by an ac- 
cidental yaw of the ship was discovered, and occasioned 
a great alarm, we being very near it ; the light appearing 
to me as large as a cart-wheel. It was midnight, and our 
captain fast asleep ; but Captain Kennedy, jumping upon 
deck, and seeing the danger, ordered the ship to wear round, 
all sails standing ; an operation dangerous to the masts, but 
it carried us dear, and we avoided shipwreck, for we were 
running fast on the rocks, on which the light was erected. 
This deliverance impressed me strongly with the utility of 
lighthouses, and made me resolve to encourage the building 
some of them in America, if I should live to r<l^im thither. 

In the morning it was found by the soundings that we 
were near our port, but a thick fog hid the land from our 
sight. About nine o'clock the fog began to rise, and 
seemed to be lifted up from the water like the curtain of a 
theatre, discovering underneath the town of Falmouth, the 
vessels in the harbour, and the fields that surround it. 
This was a pleasing spectacle to those, who had been long 
without any othor prospect than the uniform view of a va- 
cant ocean, and it gave us the more pleasure, as we were 
now free from the anxieties which had arisen.* 

*In a letter from I>r. Franklin to bis wife, dated at FtOmoatb, 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



192 BKNJAMIN FBANBXI9. 

I set ont immediately, with my son, for London, and we 
only stopped a litlle by the way to view Stonehenge on 
Salisbtiry Plain, and Lord Pembroke's house and gardens, 
with the Tery omious antiquities, at Wilton. We aniTed 
in London, the 27th of July, 1767. 

the 17th of July, 1757, after griTJng her a similar aoooont of hia 
Toya^, escape, and landing, he adds; " The bell ringing for ohnxoh 
we went thither immediately, and, ivith hearts full of gratitade, re- 
turned sinoere thanks to Qod tor the meroiee we had reoeiTed# 
Were I a Boman Catholio, perhapa I shoold on this oocaaum tow 
to build a ohapel to some saint ; bat aa I am not, if Ir'were to tow 
at an, it shonld be to bnild a ligKehouM."— W. T. F. 
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